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".— BROC GLOVER — 12560 National Champion 


JT “Free Form" Unleathers " 
Great new style as worn by Hannah, Glover, Smith, 
Burgett, Mikkola and more. Featuring stylish “Sleek 
Streak”™ stretch panel, these new pants offer com- 
fort, perfect fit and rugged protection. Nylon leather 
combination feature leather in saddle and inner 
knee area, detachable hip-knee/shin guards, 
vibrant colors and quadra stitched seams for super 
strength. New knee/shin pocket enable a choice of 
new "Short Stack" knee/shin guard (for new Scott boot) or standard JT 
knee/shin for regular boots. Sizes available are 26" through 38" in Red/ 


yellow, Red/whife/blue, Blue/yellow, Red/white, Blue/white, Black/yel- 
low/red, Black/white/yellow ................................. $94.95 
Team Honda, Kawasaki, Yamaha and Suzuki ................. $114.95 
Bell Helmets —RT 

RT Black, Red, Bue and White ................................. $59.95 


JT 5 Snap Visors 
(all available in Red, Blue, Smoke, Yellow and White with JT Sticker) 


JEMIkkolaiReplicG Visor: 35 ae ese ee oe ee $4.95 
JT5 Snap team Peak, Duckbill or Bubble Visors .................. $3.95 
Face Masks 

JT Supercross (White, Red, Blue and Yellow) ..................... $ 8.95 
JT Mikkola Replica (ае о и СД $ 8.95 
Scott (Red, Blue, Yellowand White) ............................ $ 6.95 
Carera (Red, Blue, Yellow and White) .......................... $ 8.95 
Goggles 

Z Oakley (Red, Blue or Yellow Frame) ...........:............ $13.95 

ott 

Model 53 (Blue, Мћнетате)у................................. $13.95 
Model 54 (Blue, White frame—polarizediens) ................. $17.95 
Model55 (Red, Yellow frame—Lexanlens) .................... $17.95 
Carrera (Red, Yellow, Black, White or Blue frame) ............... $12.95 


JT *WFO" Polyester/Cotton Team Jerseys 

JT Team Honda, Husqvarna, Suzuki, Yamaha, Kawasaki, Maico 

and Team JT as shown (or pick any color/color combination and 

we'll put your team logo on it) - 
Adult—S,M,Land XL -.......:..:...: SHES MU SS $22.50 
а кома па 525 eo eeu e те ил $16.95 
JT Mikkola Motocross Boot 

Available in Red; Blue and Black with yellow shin. plate. 


Sizes: 1,2.3,4,5,6,6/2,7,7/5,8,8/29.9:240,1072,44442,43 ...-. —....... $94.95 
JUST OUT!!!! ALL NEW SCOTT BOOT 
Si20s5:7890nd40. а асаа а ee $180.00 


(Size 41, 12 and 13 available April 15) 


JT Champion " MX Gloves Pat. No. Des. 240,975 
400% lambskin quality MX gloves used by more 
world-class pros than any other 
glove in the world. All gloves 
shown have leather thumb wrap 


imum feel and protection. Avail- 
able іп sizes 8,9,10and11 $24.85 
Red/yellow and Blue/yellow avail- 


Cinside Padding Gbleinkid'ssizes 5,5and 7.$48.95 


JT “Team Screen""" 
Offers effective lightweight, cool protec- || 
tion against basic MX Roost! Fully ad- 
justable for perfect upper arm and body 
fit. Available in 4 colors shown. TOTALLY 
TRICK та Пиве du ipe $34.85 


М. 
Custom Lettering 


Jerseys 
N (AMA - CMC regulation 
size lettering) 
· Name(3"high) $4.00/Itr 
(8" high) No. & Letters 
$2.00/number-letter 
Bike Logo (your 


choice)........ 3.00 
Gloves 
Name on Knuckle . $5.00 
(7 letter limit) 
Pants 


JTLogo(rear) .... $5.00 
JT Laga(tront legs) 


with inside palm padding for max- | 


JT "ÉUDercms" Jersey 
Made of 100% cotton. Available in Red, Blue 
or Yellow. Can be ordered plain with no de- 


JT Hannah Replica Supercross (yel.onty) $42.50 


sign or as a Team Jersey Ros 
JT"Supercross" Plain—No Logo ....... $8.95 " 
JT "Supercross" Team Jersey . ......... $44.95 


$4/leg 
JTPatches . $2/each 
Name on Rear . . $2/Itr 


SORRY — No CODs 


А JT MX Catalog — 32 pages of full-color 
оп Custom Clothing ^ showing the latest in JI Gear. 
U:S:and'Ganada: oisi $3.00 


Foreign Countries ..............:.. 
QUANTITY — SEE _ 


диаг. 


The new Bell Moto Ш: A new helmet that's been through 
hell and back. Tested and developed by champions like Bob 
Hannah, Roger DeCoster. Larry Roeseler and other super stars. 

The new Moto III sets new helmet standards with its 
combination of safety and comfort features: smaller. 
lighter fiberglass shell for better balance. Contoured to pro- 
tect nose, mouth and chin (eliminates need for face masks). 
Slotted air vents for increased air supply. The first integral 


"eR 


dust filter. New fade-resistant finish, in red, yellow or white. 
Five-snap Halman-type visor. Distinctive Bell graphics. 
Snell 75 and DOT approved. 

Bell's new Moto III is the first in a new helmet genera- 
tion. Made to protect all riders who like to win or play 
hard, come hell or high water. 


Bell Helmets, Ine., 15301 Shoemaker (BELL) 
Ave.. Norwalk, CA 90650. 


DIRT BIKE USPS 892580 (Apr. '79) is published monthly by Daisy/Hi- 
Torque Publishing Co., Inc., with editorial offices at 16200 Ventura 
Blvd., Encino, California 91436. Subscriptions $15.00 for 12 issues 
(one year). Foreign subscriptions add $3 per year and Canada $2 per 
year for additional postage. Copyright ©1979 by Daisy/Hi-Torque 
Publishing Co., Inc. All rights reserved. Nothing in this magazine may 
be reprinted in whole or in part without the express permission of the 
publisher. CONTRIBUTORS: Photographic submissions must be 5x7 
or 8x10 glossy black and white, or 35mm and larger color slides. 
Please mark each photo with owner's name and address. Manuscripts 
should be typewritten. Unsolicited contributions must be accom- 
panied by a stamped, self-addressed envelope. Unless special 
arrangements are made in advance, all published material becomes 
the sole property of Daisy/Hi-Torque Publishing Co., Inc. The 
publisher does not assume responsibility for unsolicited material. 
Second class postage paid at Van Nuys, California 91408, and at 
additional mailing offices. DIRT BIKE, P.O. Box 317, Encino, 
California 91316. 
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HONDA XR185 

Trailbike of the year? 

SUZUKI RM400 

Lighter and longer 

YAMAHA DT250 

The official bike of the Phantom Duck 
HONDA CR125R 

After the long wait 


YAMAHA TT500F 
The words have changed, but the music is the same 


FORK SEAL TECH 
Simple removal and installation 


PROJECT DR370 
The end is near. . . honest 


110-POUND YZ? 

The plastic bike of the future 
LEGAL UPDATE 

The Phantom Duck battles on 
LOCKING LIQUIDS 

Keeping tight: how, when and why 
WHEN YOU BREAK 

The 250s: part one 


FROM THE SADDLE 
Future ride 
OWENSMOUTH 

Back to the drawing board 
LAST OVER 

A trip to Endo Joe’s 
MISTER KNOW IT ALL 
Sort of 

RIDERS WRITE 

Talk back 

NEW PRODUCTS 

Buy, buy, buy!!! 

BITS AND PIECES 
Late gossip 

CRASH AND BURN 
Dive 

On the cover: 


A.J. Whiting on the new 1979 RM400 Suzuki. 
Rick Sieman photo. 


Next issue on sale April 19 
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ART SIR 


From The 


Saddle 


Future ride 
By Rick Sieman 


'"Tell us about the way it used to be, 
Grandpa?”’ 

"Oh, I don't know. It's getting sort 
of late. You three should be in bed by 
this time." 

"ОЋ, please! Please! There's no 
school tomorrow. We can do our 
homework after the State Clinic in the 
afternoon. Please?'' 

‘Well, OK. But just a small story. 
After all, you've heard it time after 
time 

“But Ginny never heard it. . . and 
she's our new home sister for this 
year." 

They all sat down on the floor in a 
rough circle around the old man; the 


two regular children on the left and the 
newly assigned child on the right. The 
old man received 400 credits a month 
for taking care of these children, so he 
thought he might as well make them 
happy while they were under his wing. 
The years had not been easy on the 
old man. One eye was glazed white and 
unseeing. A long scar coursed from his 
forehead to his chin. His hair was 
white and thinning. His hands were 
gnarled and the skin on the calloused 
areas was thick and cracked deeply. It 
was more than obvious that many 
years had been spent under body- 
breaking labor of some sort. 
(Continued on page 72) 


CYCLE with INTEGRITY 


Transport your cycle on an all welded tubular steel trailer with 
900 Ib. or 1200 Ib. load capacity. All trailers include double 
safety chain, lights and fenders. 


INTE GRITY P.O Box 43006 Birmingham, Ala. 35243 


i FOR COMPLETE INFORMATION WRITE OR CALL: 


Check our specs against theirs. 


Big-bore, short-stroke engine ..... 


XL500S 


Competition 


OHC four-valve head with 


centralized spark plug .......... 
Capacitor-Discharge Ignition ...... 
Vibration counterbalancers ....... 


Automatic decompression 


kickstart system ................ 
23-inch front wheel............... 


Special tread pattern tires ........ аи 
8-inch travel leading-axle 

front forks 
7 inches rear wheel travel ........ 
286.7-pound dry weight .......... 
Over 1750 dealers across America . 


Demands placed upon large- 
displacement dual-purpose 
motorcycles are incredible. 
They need torque to tackle 
hills, power to handle high- 
ways —and more of both when 
carrying a passenger. An on/off- 
road machine should be fuel- 
efficlent (as In four-stroke), 
engineered for reliability and 
easy to maintain. it should have 
a single-cylinder engine for 


tractability in the dirt, yet be 
smooth on the street. The 
suspension must be able to 
take the rough stuff In stride, 
and still be supple to soak up 
asphalt ripples. And its tires 
must be designed for traction 
on both dirt and pavement. 


Honda's all-new XL500S Is an 
advanced-technology four- 
stroke that's designed to meet 
every one of these demands. 


Check out the features on this 
sophisticated dual-purpose 
500-class machine. Then check 
out the competition. The brand- 
new Honda XL500S may have 
competitors, but it has no 
equal. 


GOING STRONG! 


Always wear a helmet and eye protection when riding. Availability and specifications subject to change without notice. 
For free brochure, write: American Honda Motor Со. Inc., Dept. DB49XL, Box 50, Gardena, California 90247. See Yellow Pages for your 
nearest Honda dealer. ©1979 American Honda Motor Со Inc 


Owensmoulh 


Back to the drawing board 


"What happened to this wrench?” Paul 
asked with his head deep in my 
toolbox. 

‘Which one?” I retorted. 

‘'This one with the 90-degree bend at 
the head, twisted axially just after the 
45 half-way back on the handle, in 
front of the T-bar/universal joint 
welded to where the open end used to 
be,’’ Paul said confidently. 

‘Oh, that one. That's the tool I 
made to fit the blind bolt on the 
bottom of the Husky seat on the old GP 
models, but it works just as well with 
the adapter I fabricated to fit the 
Allen-head nuts on the engine stay 
struts on the earlier Pentons. And the 
reason the head of it is ground down to 
3.75mm width is to fit the valve 
adjuster nuts on the Honda 305 
motors. Plus, Ihave used it for... 

“Sorry I asked,’’ Paul said, rolling 
his eyes back in his skuil. 

The Clip is not particularly patient, 
but I didn’t want to let him get away so 
easily. 

‘Nice tool, huh? Did you know the 
welds have never broken, except 
maybe once or twice — but that was 
when I let someone else use it. You 
need it for something?’’ Iasked in my 
best oh-how-I-can-be-helpful voice. 

" Actually, I was just looking for my 
13 combination, which I thought just 
might have found its way into this 
hodgepodge of forged bits of steel that 
you calla toolbox.'' He gestured with 
his hand at each word. 

''Hey, there are tools in there that 
you didn't even know existed. And, I 
might add, it seems that if any tools 
grow legs and walk away, they're 
mine. What've you got over there, a 
magnetic toolbox? I searched for two 
hours trying to find my 20.5mm deep 
socket, which just seemed to be 
residing in the top tray of that mis- 
matched collection of split sockets and 
oversized wrenches. Are you sure you 
didn't get an S.A.E. set that someone 
mistakenly marked as Metric? You 
must have the only collection of 
24-point hex sockets in existence. I 
tried to use your 12 the other day and 
allit did was massage the head of the 
bolt. Geez!"' 

After another round of thrust and 
parry (weren't they the guys that 
explored the central U.S. a couple of 
hundred years ago?), the conversation 
gravitated towards ''blind bolts,'' 
funky design and other elements of 
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Ву Ned Owens 


engineering malpractice. 

It got me to thinking about the ideal 
(as far as I'm concerned) enduro scoot, 
one that incorporates good features 
from a wide variety of bikes. Some of 
the things are home-built conversions 
and some are just theoretical, but most 
have been used on other bikes in the 
past. 

In no particular order, here are my 
criteria for the ideal enduro/cross- 
country machine: (See how many you 
can recognize.) 

1. No blind or hidden bolts, drain 
plugs, motor mount bolts or anything 
else that is checked as part of routine 
maintenance. This includes no 
interference from the skid plate. 

2. Horizontally-split engine cases for 
easy lower end tear down, negating the 
use of case pullers, etc. 

3. A clutch that can be serviced 
without special spring tools. 

4. Head and cylinder can be removed 
without pulling tank or other non- 
associated pieces. 

5. Long stroke 175 engine that can be 
increased in displacement up to about 
325cc or so with just a cylinder, piston 
and head switch. It's possible. 

6. Pipe should be easy to remove, 


without the aid of two people or a road 
map. 
7. Case-saver front chain guard. 
8. Quick change wheels for fast tire 
changes. 
9. Solid poly-foam tube-within-a-tube 
that represents 8 psi without the 
addition of air (like a normal tube) that 
won't go ''flat."' 
10. Rim-saver tires with heavy bead for 
rock protection. 
11. Since I'm a believer in the floating 
brake, it'll be there, but with the 
torque arm over the swingarm to 
provide more ground clearance. 
12. Cable-operated rear brake so that 
pull doesn't have to be across 
swingarm pivot, keeping clutter down 
around the footpeg to a minimum. 
Brake pedal could be mounted forward 
on the frame facing backwards. Would 
be nearly impossible to bend out ina 
fall. 
13. Tank with asymmetrical shape so 
that more fuel is carried lower in the 
frame on the opposite side of the high 
pipe. One-bolt mounting of tank. 
14. High frame breather is a must. Air 
filter should be module-type that 
installs from side, so that seat need not 
be removed. Rubber gaskets on all 
covers on the air box, so that water- 
proofing would not be disturbed if the 
filter had to be switched (a la two-day 
events]. 
15. CDI ignition with enough voltage 
to fire a surface gap plug, which has no 
heat range, but runs at the cylinder 
head temperature. 
16. Wiring connections that are behind 
swingout headlight or side panel for 
easy troubleshooting. 
17. Light switches mounted on frame 
to reduce clutter around bars. 
18. Quick disconnect pins on seat 
instead of threaded fasteners. 
19. Teflon-lined, quick disconnect 
cables for clutch, throttle and front 
brake. 
20. Folding shift and brake levers. 
21. Carb with externally-adjustable 
mainjet for altitude changes. Easy 
maintenance is a must. Use of bales 
instead of bolts to fasten float bowl and 
carb top. Single cable throttle 
operation. 
22. Multiple shock mounts at 
swingarm to provide suspension travel 
from nine to ten inches. A change of 
springs on the externally adjustable 
damping, rebuildable aluminum 
(Continued on page 13) 


KONI GAS-HYDRAULIC 
MX SHOCKS WITH 
EXTERNAL RESERVOIR 


The exact type of shock used by U.S. and 
International riders in the 1977 MX Series. 
Tri-rate progressive spring handles all types of 
terrain. Fits Maico, Penton/KTM, Husky or 
Suzuki. Includes springs, and Heim joints — 
completely assembled 79.95 per pair 


CONVERSION KITS 


Run heavier chain on your bike. Includes one 
countershaft and one rear sprocket. Call for 
application and super low prices. 


GOODYEAR EAGLE 
MX Il 


Ultimate motocross tire. Tall, stiff lugs 
stab into turns. Super tough rubber com- 
Pound with exceptional tearing resis- 
tance. 
GY125 
GY130 
GY135 
GY123 


40.57 
43.00 
32.15 
45.20 


400 x 18 
450 x 18 
300 x 21 
500 x 17 


GOODYEAR 
EAGLE D/T 


Designed for flat track dirt racing and T T 
scrambles. Deep tread design gives good 
traction on loose surfaces. The D/T is 
considered by top riders to be the finest 
available. 


GY150 350 x 19 27.94 


DUNLOP K88 MX 


Featuring an offset knob spacing pattern 
designed to put more biting edges on the 
ground for greater traction. 
YD534 500 x 17 
YD536 400 x 18 
YD538 500 x 18 
YD540 325 x 21 


YOKOHAMA 907 

Super Digger. Designed by “Тһе Man" 
$ himself, Roger Decoster. Long lasting, 
> super traction with a flat tread profile. 

" ҮҮ410 410 x 18 28.43 
YY460 460 x 18 31.95 
YY500 500 x 18 33.75 
YY554 550 x 18 38.57 


=, CHENG SHIN 
г: MOTOCROSS 


Yat CH124 — 500x 17 
1; CH130 — 410 x 18 
ir? CH132 


35.75 
32.38 
46.57 
30.02 


460 x 18 


> Complete line of Cheng Shin and 
Goodyear tires also available. 


All tire prices include Federal Excise Tax. 


MX JERSEYS 


Vented nylon construction assures comfort 
and durability. Long sleeves with elbow pads. 
Names available: Husky, Bultaco, Hodaka, 
Maico, Yamaha, Honda, Can-Am, Ossa, 
Suzuki, Kawasaki and plain......... 9.95 each 


BELL HELMETS 


RT (open face) 

black, blue or red 

Magnum II (open face 

Silver or white 

Star || (full face) 

or black 

Moto Star (full face-pictured above).....sizes 
6% to 7%. White or yellow. Designed for MX 
or offroad use 


MX HELMET PACKAGE 


Includes open face fiberglass helmet, vented 
MX visor, goggles and Iron Jaw mouthguard. 
Colors: Yellow, white, orange, black and blue. 
S, M, L, XLG 


ENDURO JACKETS 


Tough, heavy duty nylon jackets are warm and 
water resistant. Large pockets, velcro fasten- 
ers, full length zippered front with storm flap. 
Colors: black, red, blue with gold trim. Sizes: 


NYLON MX PANTS 


Rugged nylon pants featuring thick hip pads 
and zippered pockets at the knees to hold knee 
protectors. Zippered front, snap closure and 
bolt. Colors: Blue, red or black. Sizes 22- 
3B scettr ы 


STYLE 88 MX GLOVE 


Featuring a one piece rubber molded backing 
Notched to allow fingers to bend without strain; 
made from top quality cowhide leather with 
contoured palm, thumb and forefinger rein- 
forcing patch. Ideal for all competition and 
off-road riding. Sizes S, M, L, XLG.11.95 pair 


MOTORCYCLE CAPS 


Made of polyknit material, white mesh back 
panels, kelly green undervisor and pro sweat- 
band. Polysnap for adjustable sizes. Names 
available: Husky, Ossa, Hodaka, Can-Am, 
Suzuki, Kawasaki, Honda, Harley, Yamaha, 
BMW, Maico and Вићасо........... 4.95 each 


MOTOTEK CDI 


A breakerless capacitive discharge ignition for 
motorcycles. 

• Eliminates points and condenser 

e Easy installation 

e More than twice the spark energy 

• Saves time and money 


CALL FOR PRICES AND APPLICATION 


NGK SPARK PLUGS 


V-Series (racing/competition): 

Sold in boxes of 4...................1.75 each 
Standard NGK Plugs: 
Sold in boxes of 10 
SIZES TO FIT ALL BIKES 


IMPAC LEVERS 


When you crash and don't break a lever . . . it's 
ours. Made of highly impact resistant material 
that will not deform due to a crash. Fits a 76" 
handlebar. Unconditionally guaranteed. 

$100 straight lever ......................... 3.95 
$105 dog-leg Іемег......................... 4.75 


79 each 


MULHOLLAND SHOCKS 


Supersport for highway or track and MX for the 
dirt. Exceptional performance for responsive 
handling 39.50 per pair 


MIKUNI CARBURETORS 


Spigot Mount Carburetors. Sizes 26 mm 
thru 44 mm. Complete selection of main jets, 
Pilot jets, needle and seats, slides and rubber 
mounting flanges. Call for super reasonable 
prices. 


AMPRO MX BOOTS 

Rugged all leather uppers with padded front. 
Steel toe plate. Triple stitched backs. Double 
sewn in foam tongue and ankle padding. 
Sizes 2 to 5 .. se ..49.95 
Sizes 6 to 12.. ..94.95 


TEBO MX BOOTS 


The newest innovation in motorcycle boots. A 
hard 100% waterproof polyurethane shell and 
a soft, quilted innerliner guarantees total sup- 
port, comfort, safety and durability. Sizes 
from 7 to 11. Smooth sole. Only 89.95 


CHAIN BREAKER 


At last! A chain breaker that works. Deluxe, 
shop quality . . . breaks all chain easily and 
efficiently. Super heavy duty. 

NOSIS 130) esse ние ERR 9.95 


Call and ask for a 


FREE catalog today! 


Call toll free. Orders normally shipped 
within 24 hours. All orders shipped 
J.P. S... C.O.D. 

W. 300 Second Ave., Spokane, WA 
12004 Aurora Ave. N., Seattle, WA 


To order — cali toll free 


1-800-541-2677 


Washington State Residents call 


1-800-572-5690 


Last Over 


Sitting around, reading the paper one 
Saturday morning, I came across an ad 
for a new bike shop. ''Endo Joe's 
Motorcycle World,” the ad said, ''The 
biggest 'cycle shop in the West! All 
major brands and financing available — 
you can ride it away today! Largest 
inventory of men's and ladies', boys' 
and girls' riding apparel, visit our new 
fashion boutique in the rear of the 
store! Grand Opening/Clearance Sale 
— act now — c'mon over, step right 
up! " 

Needless to say, I was intrigued. I 
had a few hours to kill, so I clipped the 
coupons and drove on over. 

"Hmmm, lessee, left at the corner, 
straight for half a block, then right. . . 
jeez!” There it was, a building that 
would've been big for a supermarket, 
on a parking lot that would make Two 
Guys envious. As a matter of fact, it 
was a converted market, complete 
with shopping carts and what looked 
like produce bins filled with helmets. 
And people! I never saw а ''bike shop'' 
so crowded, it looked like the day after 
Christmas at Penney's. ''Gotta park 
this sucker, see what's happening. . .’’ 

I wasn't exactly ready for it, so what 
greeted my eyes but a row of 
checkstands packed with people and 
shopping carts, looking for all the 
world like Saturday at the A&P. ''Тһіѕ 
is too weird to be true,” I mumbled, as 
I pushed through the turnstile. 

But it was. Row after row of shelves 
full of parts and oils and riding gear, 
and yes, it was helmets that were 
filling up the produce bins. I had to 
jump out of the way of a shopping cart, 
shoved between me and a counter with 
a sign that said ''Clearance — Maico 
jerseys, $5!'' and crowded around with 
people tearing and gouging at each 
other to get at the goodies. 

''Good morning, shoppers, thank 
you for shopping at Endo Joe's," a 
voice over the loudspeaker said. '"We'd 
like to call your attention to our 
ten-minute special featured in our oil 
department. Bel-Ray MC-1 racing oil, 
only 49 cents a bottle for the next ten 
minutes only, limit four to a 
customer.’’ I had to skip lively to beat 
the rush, but I got my four, then 
decided to walk over to the new bike 
department. 

On the way, I noticed an eerie, 


purplish glow coming out of a small 


"Biggest 'sickle shop in the west”’ 
By Paul Clipper 


room off to the right, and peeked in asI 
came up to it. There were black lights 
buzzing in the ceiling, lighting up all 
manner of phosphorescent number 
plates, side panels, grips and tank 
covers, and Day-Glo jerseys covered 
the walls, scrawled all over with the 
latest MX slang. ''Тһіѕ must be the 
hard-core motocross department,'' I 
thought as I picked up a flashing red 
kill button. Movement caught my eye, 
from the darkest corner of the room, 
and there they were! Huddled on the 
floor, caressing a pile of vibrating 
T-shirts, were the hardest of the 
hard-core, crooning strange things to 


themselves, like ''clickers'' ог 
"bermshot'' or 'MXMXMX cover to 
cover!’’ Ijumped out of the room, and 
ran up the nearest aisle, hoping they 
wouldn’t come after me. 

Halfway up, the aisle was jammed 
with shopping carts and people with 
funny hats. It looked like they were all 
standing around, watching one of their 
group try to wheel his cart around the 
rest without knocking over any 
displays. I still wanted to see the new 
bike department, so I decided to try to 
make some sense out of this some 
other day, it seemed like such a useless 
waste of energy. 

The next aisle was full of enduro 
goodies, and I've never seen such a 
hodge-podge of useful and useless junk 
in my life. It seems that this place 
catered to all sides of the sport, the 
serious and the not-so-serious. Among 
all the tool bags, tools, lighting kits 
and timekeeping gear, I came across 
stuff I'd never seen before. ''Instant 
Enduro” in a spray can. It looked like 
spray-on mud for desert enduro riders, 
to make them feel more like they had 
ridden a real enduro. And 
"Excuse-a-Lever'' seemed to be a set of 
levers that broke the first time you 
crashed, giving you a good excuse for 
dropping out. I couldn't understand 
how they could possibly sell some of 
this stuff, but they did, in case lots, 
too. 

''Good morning, shoppers! Don't 
forget to check out our counter in the 
front of the store for the next 
ten-minute special: souvenir bottles of 
genuine California Berm, only one 
dollar each. Pick up some to send to 
the family Back East, limit two to a 
customer!’’ 

My mind reeling from the last 
announcement, I staggered into a 
display of pre-grunged boots and stood 
staring into aroom full of racks and 
counters of riding clothes, more than 
I've ever seen in my life. The floor was 
sumptuously carpeted, and clean, and 
the whole place reeked of a class 
unfamiliar to my two-wheeled 
experience. 

I walked up to a rack and started 
examining what looked like a 
pinstriped Barbour jacket, when a 
middle-aged man in a three-piece suit 
walked over and said, '"That's a very 

(Continued on page 76) 
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We Guarantee 
5-Day Delivery! 


TEAM JERSEY — LONG SLEEVES $8.99 
100% Ventilated Nylon in Brilliant Team Colors 


Top-quality ventilated 100% nylon Jersey made by our own craftsmen 
Cycle name on chest and sleeves. Practical and stylish jersey 
Sizes Adult S-M-L-XL Child 6-8, 10-12, 14-16 


Мо. 11 Yamaha No 12 Honda No. 13 Suzuki No. 14 Kawasaki 


PERSONALIZED TEAM JERSEY 
Ventilated 100% Nylon 
Long or Short Sleeves 


Your name or other message across the back 
of colorful nylon team jersey. One or 2 lines 
of lettering, up to 10 letters each line. Giant 
numeral (your choice) 0 to 99. We manufac- 
ture these popular jerseys out of the finest 
materials for long wear, comfort, and super- 
styling. Further description above and 
below. Use special lines in coupon 


Long Sleeve $12.99 


izes Adult S-M-L-XL NO ТІР Yam 13Р Suz 

Cid 68. 10-12, 14-16 CODs 12P Hon 14Р Kaw 
Short Sleeve $9.99 

о 76Р Yam 78Р Suz 

77Р Ноп 79Р Кам 


UZUKI Team Jersey $5.99 
ww Bright Team Colors, 


Short Sleeves - our own 
great ventilated nylon short 
sleeve team jersey, with cycle 


nylon jersey Choice of 5 colors, 
long or short sleeves No team 
markings. Choose plain (no letter- 


LONG SLEEVE 
$7.99 each $11.99 each 


ing). or PERSONALIZED with 1 or No Lettering Personalized 
2 lines, up to 10 letters each line No 15 White No 15P 
1 or 2 giant numerals. Use No 16 Black No 16P 
special lines in coupon No 17 Red No 17Р 
NO CODs on PERSONAUZED JERSEYS No 18 Green No 18P 
Adult S-M-L-XL Child 6-8, 10-12, 14-16 мо 19 Gold No 19Р 


Hi-Q M/X BOOTS $59.99 pr. i 
Black top-grain cowhide boots with vivid red 

and blue stripes up back. Smooth vibram 
Е М/Х sole. Double-thick toes. Heavily 
padded ankles. Height 16". Sizes 7-772-8- 
8Y2-9-9¥2-10-10¥2-11-11%-12 
No. 9 Hi-Q M/X Boots 


Free Catalog 


with your order 


on 70 : 
CHAIN BRACELET $2.99 | 4 


Ма 


У Heavy chrome finish. № ior f 
No. 70 Boy's Came 
i No. 80 Adult ue 


Vessel IMPACT DRIVER $9.99 MOUTH GUARD 
GEE wim abis Hay 83.49. Fits quickly 
s~ Metal case. Rugged to any helmet. Excellent 
1010 «== precision tool. No. 60 protection. No. 115 
, Unbreakable DOGLEG 8 
| ха 5 LEVER ASSEMBLY $9.99 pr. 
У S High-impact yellow plastic. Self || 
lubricating. Fits all handlebars. No 46 
M/X RACING TANK COVER $8.99 
Team Design or Plain l 
Snug-fitting snap on cover of 
heavy duty simulated leather 
prevents scratches, scrapes and 
nicks. In bright team colors, team 
design lettering. Fits all tanks. 
No. 26 Yam Мо. 28 Suz 
Мо. 27 Hon No. 29 Kaw 
No. 30 Solid Black, No Name SMS 
©1979 Hi-Q Products, Inc. - 205-585-3588 
Box 455, Abbeville, Alabama 36310 


M/X TEAM PANTS 
Heavy 14-oz. Denim 


Team Colors $18.99 


51 Yam 
61 Hod 


Order Toll Free 
1-800-633-7564 


In Alabama, Phone 205-585-3588 


BZ, 


Cycle name in bold black 
letters down both sides of 
these top-quality denims 
Striping in team colors We 
make these stylish. highly 
Protective pants with 
removable hip and knee pads 
Knee pockets will accomodate 
cups. (No. 75 pants have no 
cycle name.) 
Sizes: Child 24-26 < 
Adult 28-30-32 71 Yam 72 Hon 73 Suz 74 Kaw 85 Hodaka 
34-36-38-40 86 Husqvarna 87 Bultaco 88 Can-Am 


No. 75 Red, White & Blue, No Team Name $17.99 


a 


KGS PERSONALIZED 14-oz. DENIM 
M/X PANTS $24.99 


Our top-quality 14-02 blue denims 
described above PERSONALIZED FOR YOU 
with your name or other message Up to 10 
letters each side 3 colorful tim styles Use 
special lines in coupon No 2005 
No 56P Gold and Black Trim 
No 57P Red and White Trim 
No 58P Green and White Trim 
Sizes: Child 24-26 

Adult 28-30-32-34-36-38-40 


action design on chest. Buy for TEAM TOOL BAG $4.99 
gifts — or for yourself Tough simulated leather Team design 
No 76 Yam No. 78 Suz Inner loop for safe mounting. 5" x 7⁄2” 
No 77 Hon No 79 Kaw кт em но. 65 Yam 
Sizes; Adult S-M-L-XL Child 6-8, 10-12, 14-16 FENDER FLAP У 3 No. 66 Hon 
$1.99 No. 67 Suz 
PLAIN NYLON M/X JERSEY - No Team Name А : E pcm No 68 Kaw 
a With or Without Your were — No. 69 No 
M Custom Lettering Н 109 Мате 
SHORT SLEEVE RACING GOGGLES $6.99 pr. THROAT 
$4.98 each $8.99 each 2 pair $12.99 COAT 4, @ 
No Lettering Personalized P . Unbreakable, ven- б Y 
lh о lated, adjustable. $10.99 ' е 
No 90 White Мо 90Р > чь. < ТЕ: ear И 
No 91 lack No 91Р EG interc| " 
No 92 — Red Мо 92 | lenses: clear, аон j 
m. 3 No 93 Green No 93P E pate an рала Fastensiauichly c3 
Top-quality Hi-Q-made ventilated No 94 Gold No 94P X P oyang ` t0 any helmet 


No. 59 


a 


FACE GUARD $5.99 


Protects face in all off-road 
52 Hon 53 Suz 54 Kaw riding. Fits to any helmet in 
62 Husq 63 Bul 64 Can-Am seconds. White. No. 119 


RUGGED VINYL AND LEATHER M/X GLOVES 


i ao 

но. 36 $7.99 мо. 132 $6.99 
Adjustable. Tough Extruded rubber 

black vinyl, heavily knuckle and thumb 
padded. S.M-L-XL protection. S-M-L-XL 


Black. No. 8 


CHEST PROTECTOR $9.99 


n bright team colors One size fits all 


n 


No. 37 $6.99 
Long-wearing smooth 
brown cowhide. 
S-M-L-XL 


Lettering Гри P. 0. Box 455 -D4 
Here for Abbeville, Alabama 36310 
a Ayton PRODUCTS.INC. Toll-Free 1-800-633-7564 
PANTS * FREE GIFTS! Free 99с BUNGIE TIE-DOWN CORD WITH 
$10 ORDER. Free $1.99 4-WAY BUNGIE with $20 ORDER 
* 5-DAY DELIVERY GUARANTEED or your money back if you 
pay by Cash, M.O. or Credit Card. Checks take 2 weeks to 
clear our bank. Allow extra week for personalized items. 
* Order $20 or more and WE SHIP FREE! 
[—— Print Lettering Here for PERSONALIZED JERSEY 


оф 
«ar EAM М/Х NYLONS 


10 letters Numeral 
maximum 


each line 


Personalized 1 Only $44*? 


What a deal! Beautiful Hi-Q fully padded 
nylon pants with your team name down both 
legs, and your own name or other message 
(10 letters limit) across the back. We make 
these fine pants of glossy nylon to resist 
tears, snags and weather. Scotchgard finish, 
machine washable. Heavy-duty zippers. Two 
brilliant color combinations — SPECIFY. 
Racing BLUE with Red trim or GOLD with 
Black trim. No COD's. Use space in coupon 
to give message you want across back. 

Sizes: Child 24-26 

Adult 28-30-32-34-36-38-40 


Ed 


101P Yamaha 102P Honda \ 
103P Suzuki 104P Kawasaki 
105P Hodaka 106P Husqvarna 
107P Bultaco 108P Can-Am 


NYLON M/X PANTS 
Personalized or with 
Team Name, or Plain 
Heavy nylon pants as 
described above, available 


plain or with your choice of 
lettering across back. 

Sizes: Child 24-26 

Adult 28-30-32-34-36-38-40 


Nylon M/X Team Pants - $31.99 


Racing BLUE with Red trim or GOLO 
with Black trim SPECIFY COLOR 

No 100 P (No CODs) 
PERSONALIZED $ 34.99 
Letter in Coupon. 


101 Yamaha 103 Suzuki 105 Hodaka 107 Bultaco 
102 Honda 104 Kawasaki 106 Husqvarna 108 Can-Am 
( YAMAHA SUZUKI. 
ranna] 

mrana cel 


TEAM САР $4.49 CROSSBAR PAD Team Colors 


Heavy twill, brilliant Specify Size 41 Yam 42 Hon 
colors. One size fits all 8” - 52.49 43Suz 44 Кам 
21 Yam 23 Suz 12” - $2.99 45 Plain Black 
22 Hon 24 Kaw Vented 
HEX GRIPS $2.49 р. ny cuit 
Stylish, com- 
fortable. Fit $2.49 each 
all bikes 
No. 38 Clear Fits all helmets 
No 48 Black 
No. 39 Yellow No 49 Yellow 
No. 40 Black 
No. 50 White 


Guaranteed Unbreakable 
LEVER ASSEMBLY $7.99 


M— 7, Brake and clutch levers mount to any 
handlebars without removing grips. No. 35 

TEAM SOCKS $2.99 pr. 

2 pr. $5.49 - 4 pr. $9.99 


Ll Н 
Heavy protective cotton socks. Cycle name and { 1 


trim bands in vivid team colors. One sie fits all “ ! HIRT & 
31 Yam 32 Hon 33 Suz 34 Kaw А 8 ) H 
: N i 
Quick Release bailey 
THROTTLE SET $4.99 М/Х SOCKS | 
Super-tast $4.99 pr. 
action Extra- 
large nylon head Шарц 2 pr./$9.49 
Dummy grip in- Heavy socks, 
cluded. Fits all fine quality 
bars. No. 25 Made to fold 
over boot tops. 
KIDNEY Chemically 
treated to 
SUPPORT BELT prevent — Мо. 116 Gold 
5358 each foot odor. _ No. 117 Red 
trong black elastic No. 118 Green 
Sues SM.LXL No 6 — One e 


DESCRIPTION 


QUAN 


Orders under $20 add $1 shipping 
COD Orders add $3 shipping 


TOTAL 
In a RUSH? Ask about our 
Special 48-Hour Delivery! 


O Cash Enclosed 


Маше ===. pees Ee © Ship COD, | enclose $3 deposit 
омо C) MasterCharge Exp. Date 
Address = 2 О Check C VISA (ВапкАтепсагд) E 
Card 
City State Zip No 


- 


Mr. Know IL All 


Dear Mr. Know It All, 

Ihavea'77 RM125B Suzuki, and the 
only problem I have had with the bike 
is, every time I get ahead of everybody 
at the track, my rear sprocket bolts 
break. This doesn't happen when I am 
in back of a lot of people. 

Frank Salter 
Wheaton, Maryland 

Absurdly obvious is the nature of 
your effect/cause phenomenon. When 
in front, you’re obviously going faster 
and stressing the drivetrain a greater 
degree than when you're back in the 
dust at a substantially slower pace. 
You can either acclimate yourself or 
perform the required modification to 
improve your machine. MX Center 
sells a heavy-duty hardened bolt kit to 
replace the weak stock units that have 
been failing. The cost is about the price 
of a trophy. 


Dear Mr. Know It All, 

Iown a 1973 Ossa 250 SDR with a 
32mm Amal carb, stuffed crank, 
matched ports, Phantom head gasket 
and laid-down Konis with about eight 
inches of rear wheel travel. I've yet to 
find a better bike suited to the tight 
woods riding most common here in 
Ohio. My problem is with the jetting, 
so if you could answer the following 
questions, it might help: 

(1)Is the Amal jetting especially 

sensitive to weather changes? 

(2) If the answer to #1 is ‘‘yes,’’ what 
is a good replacement and what 
size do you recommend, asI 
understand that the flow per carb 
size on an Amal is very high? 

(3) If the answer to #1 is ''no,"' what 
are your jetting recommen- 
dations? 

(4) Any recommendations on per- 
formance without sacrificing the 
low-end torque or losing the 
blissful quiet of the bike? 

M.E. Birtic 
Canton, Ohio 

There is a large subculture in the 
eastern United States of off-road riders 
who own these faithful Spanish 250s. 
Properly set up, these machines are a 
delight to own and ride. The problem 
that you are having, Birtic, is common 
to virtually all of those machines that 
come equipped with the Amal carb. My 
service manager, Neil, corrected the 
problem on his Ossa by simply 
replacing it with a 32mm Mikuni. Easy 
starting, no more loading up and the 
same beautiful low-end torque are just 
a few of the assets of going to the 
Mikuni carb. Highly recommend it. 


Dear Sir, 

A friend of mine told me that tying 
a motorcycle down with the front 
shocks completely compressed is 
harmful to the seals and shortens the 
life of the shocks. 

The owner of a motorcycle agency 
informed me that, in his opinion, 
tying the front end down doesn’t hurt 
the shock seals. 

Perhaps your readers would be 
interested in this subject of the pros 
and cons of tying down a bike ona 
trailer. I would like to know what your 
experts have to say on the subject as 
soon as possible, because I am about to 
buy a trailer. 

Dr. Sam Varon 
Long Beach, California 


Dear Dr., 

You raise an interesting question. 
Lashing the front end of the cycle down 
to full compression for an extended 
petiod of time does result ina 
cumulative effect of sacking the front 
fork springs. It is imperative, however, 
to securely bind the front end of the 
bike to prevent the machine from 
breaking free. This can be 
accomplished in a varying number of 
ways, the simplest of which is by using 
a volleyball or other similar-sized 
inflatable object of durable quality, and 
installing that object in between the 
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bottom of the fender and the top of the 
front tire when lashing the bike down. 
This will securely bind the motorcycle 
without putting undue stress on the 
front fork springs. Don’t use a flimsy 
balloon, because a blowout would 
surely result in the motorcycle coming 
loose. In any event, the seals are under 
no particular strain. At one point in 
time, a stand-up device witha screw 
turnbuckle arrangement was on the 
market for just this purpose. 


Dear Mr. Know-It-All, 

I've been a trail rider for a couple of 
years now, but hope to get into some 
racing this coming spring. Town a 
decent pair of boots and a good helmet, 
but as of yet I haven't invested in a pair 
of MX pants. It's a lot of bucks to 
spend, and I'd like your opinion on the 
best pair of either leathers or nylons 
that are on the market now, and 
approximately what they cost. I need 
to know where І can get them, too. 

Troy Carter 
Rapid City, South Dakota 
Dear Troy, 

Torsten Hallman Racing has recently 
introduced a new style of nylon pants 
that are creating a great deal of interest 
early this season. The pants employ 
strategic installations of expandable 
fabric that should preclude any 
problems a rider might have with 
tearing seams. The styling alone is 
enough to make people stop and take 
notice. They’re the most handsomely 
designed pants on the market today. 
They also feature the stirrup-type loops 
at the bottom of the pants, and the 
zippers have been eliminated and 
replaced by that expandable stretch 
material. With a Hallman product you 
can rely on good performance and long 
service life. The new Hallman nylons 
sell for around $112 retail and are 
available throughout the U.S. at 
almost any competent off-road shop. 
Prior years have seen Malcolm Smith 
and J.T. Racing Products capture a 
major share of the market in nylon 
leather MX pants, as the demand for all 
leathers declined. Hallman, however, 
really lit a fire under their design 
engineers, and in my opinion have 
produced the finest product for the 
money in the '79 market. 


If you would like to ask a reasonably intelligent 
question of Mister Know It All, take pen in hand 
T address it thusly: 


ISTER KNOW IT ALL 
c/ o DIRT BIKE MAGAZINE 
16200 VENTURA BLVD. 
ENCINO, CA. 91436 


OWENS MOUTH 


(Continued from page 8) 

shocks would accompany changes in 
suspension leverage ratio. Nine is for 
woods; ten for the desert or major 
whoops. 


23. Forks with adjustable preload and 
externally adjustable damping. 
Set-back bar clamps would enable 
upward fork movement to effect front 
end height changes (to match rear) and 
for minor rake changes. 

24. Swingarm pivot concentric with 
the countershaft sprocket so the chain 
will be constantly under the same 
tension. Enclose portion of chain and 
sprocket from swingarm pivot back, to 
protect from mud fouling. 

25. Center stand to aid tire changes and 
chain maintenance. 

26. Snap-on type side panels. 

27. Use of composite materials (plastic) 
in engine and forks to get wet weight 
down to 200-pounds for 250-350 size 
bike. 210-pound thumper of similar 
displacement would be possible. 

28. Handles on rear frame for lifting 
over boulders or out of mudholes. 

As you probably noticed, many of 
these are familiar. Most of those that 
sound particularly odd have been used. 
Here is a key to the most unusual: 

#2. Current generation Sachs engines. 
#5. Again, current Sachs is the closest 
engine that could fit this suggestion. 
KTM could probably do it, too. 

#9. Foam tubes came out a long time 
ago, but never got any promotion. 
They weren't tube-within-a-tube, 
though. 

#11. Rokon had a top-mounted floating 
torque arm on their machines. It was a 
disc, but the application is the same. 
#12. Rokon, again, had a rear-facing 
brake pedal. 

#13. PE Suzukis have asymmetrical 
tank. 

#15. Motoplat ignitions produce high 
enough voltage to fire a surface gap 
plug. This type of plug (Champion, 
among others, offers one) will not foul 
under normal operation. 

#19. Terrycables offers Teflon-lined 
cables — super smooth. 

#21. Mikuni offers an adjustable 
mainjet floatbowl assembly to fit all 
spigot-type aluminum Miks. EI carb 
employs the use of bales instead of 
bolts/screws to hold itself together. 
#24. Rokon, before their untimely 
demise, offered a machine witha 
swingarm pivot concentric with the 
countershaft sprocket. 

See, it’s not so hard to do. Chances 
are, though, if I ever want to see one of 
these ''ideal'' machines, I'll have to 
build it myself. 

Lessee, I wonder if Champion would 
build me a high breathing, concentric 
swingarm pivot frame around a Sachs 
250 seven-speed....Hmmmm.... 
andifIuse....(J 


* .. The only oil which we can recommend for use in your 

Suzuki is Golden Spectro, which is now being carried by 

MOTO-X FOX. This is a synthetic oil which works well in any ratio 
with a recommended ratio of approximately 4O:1 

It's the cleanest running two-stroke oil we've found, and it ex- 

hibits the best lubricating properties as well? 


From The Moto-X Fox Guide To 
Preparing the RM and PE Suzuki 
for Competition 


Moto-X Fox got where they are 
by being smart. When you're the 
#1 privateer you have to know 
what you're doing. Moto-X Fox 
has no factory full of engines. 
They have to make horsepower 
like everybody else and make it 
they do, but they can't afford to 
take chances with their engine 
oil. Moto-X Fox race bikes are 
properly lubricated with Spectro 
products from front to back for 
two reasons: Spectro products 
work better than anything else, and Moto-X Fox is smart enough to 
know it. 


Golden Spectro 2-cycle synthetic blend. Diester and petroleum to 
give youcrisp, clean performance at lean ratios with solid protection 
and reliability. 


Golden Spectro Motorcycle Gear Lubricant. A multi-viscosity 
lubricant to give you the light clutch action and gear change 
characteristics you need to stay out front, plus high levels of gear 
protection. 


Golden Spectro Chain Lubricant. A liquified grease so waterproof it's 
hard to wash off even on purpose. Flows into rollers and set up so it 
won't fly off. Greatly increases chain life and totally safe for O-rings. 


Coming soon: Golden Spectro suspension fluid. Makes even high 
quality popular fork and shock fluids obsolete used as factory fill for 
Moto-X Fox shocks. 


THERE'S MUCH MORE... WRITE FOR A SPECTRO BROCHURE 
AND ASK YOUR DEALER FOR SPECTRO PRODUCTS, IF YOU WANT TO BE 


Intercontinental Lubricants Corp. SPSL REA EC. 
Box 208, Brookfield, Conn. 06804 


ах EQUI 


YOU CAN'T [4 
COMPETE IN MANY 


Q У 
с) 
JURERS BSE 


COMPETITION EVENTS 


...unless your wheels, clutch and flywheel, bellhousing, wheel 
adapters, firesuit, 2-speed trans, funny car chassis, dragster frame, or 
front end lift kit carry the SEMA Spec. 
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A NEW PLACE TO PUT YOUR 
TEAR-OFFS 

This new visor from Baruffaldi was 
designed by Roger to get through those 
muddy MXs... it will work just as well for 
hare scrambles, enduro and cross-country 
riders. The visor is unique in that the peak is 
transparent smoke with snap-on tear-offs. 
Now it’s possible to get through the starts 
and bad spots without mudding up your 
goggles. These new visors are now at your 
Hi-Point dealer’s. Distributed by Hi-Point 
Racing Products: 3709 W. Erie Ave., Lorain, 
Ohio 44053; P.O. Box 2327, Amarillo, Texas 
79105; 9604 Oates Dr., Sacramento, 
California 95827. 


HALF-TURN, LOCK TO LOCK 

That’s how much key travel this baby has. 
It's a tough, all-weather lock set that can be 
used to lock anything from a gas can to a YZ 
without worry about paint scratching or the 
lock freezing, so they say. The lock features 
a patented cover made of thermoplastics for 
a tight seal against anything inanimate and 
of a low velocity. The lock itself is of 
laminated construction and features a 
double-locking, hardened shackle for extra 
strength. It comes with a six-foot vinyl- 
coated aircraft cable. The price of the 
Cover-All Lock Set is $7.99, postage paid, 
and it is available from Dale Hampton Co., 
Inc., 2125 S. Ammons, Denver, Colorado 
80227. 


New Products 


ANOTHER PRETTY SMILE 
Malcolm Smith has come up with another 
way to keep your teeth in line and protect 
your eyes at the same time. Or is it the other 
way around? The goggle and face mask 
combinations are available in brilliant red, 
white, blue or yellow. The goggles can be 
purchased with clear, polarized, and the 
exclusive mirrored polarized lens. Tear-offs 
and other colors of lenses are also available. 
One of the unique features of the Gold 
Medal goggle is that they can be worn with 
most glasses. Goggle — clear, $12.95 retail; 
goggle — polarized, $16.95 retail; goggle — 
mirrored polarized, $17.95 retail; all face 
masks, $7.95 retail. For more information 
regarding the Malcolm Smith Gold Medal 
goggle, write to: Malcolm Smith, 7563 

Indiana, Riverside, California 92504. 


SOFT SHOULDERS AHEAD 

Built-in padded shoulders are one of the 
new features of the new Gold Belt Racing 
Jersey. The long-sleeved, cotton and 
polyester jersey also has padded elbows. 
Both sleeves and the body are extra-long to 
allow for maximum comfort. 

Prototype versions of this jersey were 
originally seen on Bob Hannah on the May 
1978 cover of DIRT BIKE and public demand 
has made it available. 

Available in blue with yellow stripes, red 
with blue and white stripes and yellow with 
black stripes. 

Cost is $27.95, and they're available from 
your dealer or Gold Belt Line, Inc., 7045 
Darby Ave., Reseda, California 91335; (213) 
705-5689. 


GIMME SHELTER 

Carry one of these along on your next 
desert race, and you can laugh in the face of 
danger — knowing that, if nothing else, you 
have shelter for the night. Or, more 
realistically, it could be the perfect portable 
tent for off-road touring and trailside 
camping. Weighs less than nine pounds and 
is said to be erectable in ten seconds. It 
sleeps two adults or four children or one 
adult and two children or three children and 
a dog and is available from T&H Van Works 
on an introductory offer of only $59.95. 7833 
Canoga Ave, Dept DI-3, Canoga Park, 
California 91304. 


PROTOTYPE SPARK 

Here is a spark arrestor that you can bolt 
on to go riding in the hills and not have to 
worry about it falling off. Each comes with 
the correct "tuned core," so you don't have 
to rejet, and all the brackets are welded on, 
so there are no hose clamps to come loose. 
No welding required. These are not 
"universal mount” spark arrestors. They're 
built especially for your bike. Guaranteed. 
For catalog and two stickers, write Protopipe 
Exhaust Systems, Dept. DB, 100 Cristich 
Lane, Campbell, California 95008; (408) 


371-3336. Arrestors are available for all YZs, 
RMs and Maicos and the CR250 Honda. a 


Happy 

 landings 
. forthe 

_ Flying Finn 


4 + 
~~, * 
. Champion Spark Plug Company * Toledo, OH 43661 


They don't call Heikki Mikkola *The Flying 
Finn" for nothing. Last year he took off for his 
2nd consecutive World 500cc Motocross 
Championship. And, in the next to the last 
bash of the season, he happily landed it. With 
Yamaha. And Champion spark plugs. 


Why Champions? For the same reason 13 of 
the other 15 major world and U.S. bike 
champions picked Champions last year: 
Unbeatable performance. 


So next time you take off on your bike, 
whether it's to land a trophy or just for a great 
weekend, take a tip from Heikki and his pals. 
Take off with Champions. For happy landings! 


You can't buy (Mic 
a better plug. Ea 


Riders Wrile 


КЕН 


Ееедђаск 
Just read your editorial in the January 
issue, and I agree with every word. 
Being a long-time DB reader (since 
Volume One, Number One}, I’m glad 
to see you back at the controls. I'm also 
glad to see that Rondo will be back, and 
look forward to his articles. 
Keep up the good work and good 
luck. 
Tom Gorecki 
Levittown, New York 


P.S. Try to get Pete Szilagyi back. 


We'd like to thank everyone who 
wrote us about our returning to DB. 
We'll try to do our best and bring you 
the kinds of articles you want. We'll 
also attempt to make arrangements 
with some of the guys like Pete and 
Carl and get them fired up again. 
Thanks for the support, friends. 


The Kid returns! 

After many years I have finally 
returned to good ol' DB. Things sure 
changed in the past five years. What- 
ever happened to Dave Swift and Pete 
Szizxyi, Sxcugyi, umm, Zwysgkl? Even 


~ 
Pro 


Edge 
Numbers 


Stick-On & 
Stretch 


2 Year 
Durability 


Dealer Inquiries 
Invited 


Beeson ity, 


PLATE SIZE 75¢ EA. HELMET SIZE 50¢ EA. 


ИП ИЦ 


Place Quantity in Box Above 


ZERO 1690 Kingsdale Road 
NINE Hoffman Estates, IL 60195 


Name. 


Address. 


City. 


State Zip 
Minimum Order $2.00 

Illinois Residents add 5% Sales Tax 
Postage and Handling 25 


Amount Enclosed 
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though I'll miss the old DB gang, the 
new looks just as good. Great mag. 
Keep up the good work. 

Fondly, 

The not so young anymore 

Bultaco Kid 


P.S. Being an avid fan of Rick Sieman, 
is there any way I can get a 
replacement for my scuzzy old ''Super 
Hunky”’ sweatshirt? 


We're planning to bring out the 
infamous shirts once more. However, 
they may be available in one size only: 
Enormous. We'll keep you posted. 


Whatever happened to the G.Y.D.B.T.? 
Welcome back, Super Hunky, 
Isure missed you and the DIRT BIKE of 
old. I used to subscribe to DB, but for 
some reason two or three years ago, I 
sort of lost interest. Then, while 
killing time at the local newsstand, I 
happened upon a copy and thought I'd 
look through it for old times' sake. 
After seeing your name under 
Editorial and subsequently reading 
same, Ilet out a whoop that scared off 
six customers, and promptly plunked 


UNADILLA 


Demands more of suspension 
than any course in the U.S. 
Check the record. 


30 July, 1978 
U.S. 250 Grand Prix 


# 1. Marty Tripes, FOX AIRSHOX 
# 2. Jim Ellis, FOX AIRSHOX 


8 October, 1978 
TRANS-AMA 250 National Class 


Mickey Boone, prototype KYB 
. Mark Gregson, FOX AIRSHOX 
. Frank Stacy, FOX MONOAIRSHOX 
. Steve Wise, FOX AIRSHOX 
. Greg Theiss, FOX AIRSHOX 
. Broc Glover, FOX MONOAIRSHOX 
. Warren Reid, prototype Showa 
. Marty Moates, FOX AIRSHOX 
. Ron Pomeroy, FOX AIRSHOX 
. Kippy Pierce, FOX AIRSHOX 


Get the best suspension available: 
FOX AIRSHOX. 


“We race what we sell, and 
we sell what we race? 


MOTO-X FOX 


520 McGlincy Lane 
Campbell, CA 95008 
(408) 371-1224 


down my ten bits. Your Editorial told 
me why I haven't been reading DB 
lately. 

The only change I'd like to see is 
DIRT BIKE like it used to be. The 
January issue was a great start, keep it 
up. (That includes NO street bikes.) 

Jerry Mallory 

Rochester, New Hampshire 
P.S. Whatever happened to the 
G.Y.D.B.T.? 


Our thanks to Jerry Mallory and the 
thousands of other fine folks who have 
written us regarding the first issue; and 
you got it. . . no street bike tests. 

The Great Yellow Dirt Bike Truck 
was last seen at the bottom of a heap of 
crushed cars, no doubt being shipped 
off to Japan to be made into some sort of 
bike in the future. Rein-car-nation, eh} 


Tanks a lot 

In your January '79 issue, you had a 
test on the Kawasaki KX250 A-5. While 
reading your test (a very good one, I 
might add) you said, quote, '"The 
decals fell off the plastic gas tank 
almost instantly." 


Learn Motorcycle Repair 
* TRAIN AT HOME TO BE A 


Motorcycle. Mechanic 


If you like to ride a ade 
for fun...learn how to fix 
it for profit! Can you imagine 
a better way to earn your 
living, whether you choose 
to work in a cycle shop for 
someone else or decide to 
E start your own cycle repair 
business? Now, thanks to 
North American, there’s a 
fast, easy way to get training 
at home in your spare time. 
No need to quit school or your 
job. Experts show you step-by-step 
everything from minor tune-ups 
to major overhauls. 


CYCLES ARE BIG BUSINESS 
.. AND 50 IS FIXING THEM! 


There are more than 5 million cycles regis- 
tered in the U.S. today. Plus an estimated 
million more dirt bikes. And they all need 


maintenance. Opportunities vary in different 
areas, and we cannot promise you a Job. So 
check out the job opportunities in your own 
neighborhood, 


INCLUDED TO START YOU FAST! SPECIAL 
CYCLE TOOLS & TEST INSTRUMENTS 


Professional tools Plus our North American 
“know how” become a skilled 
mechanic., We TEACH you how to use 
wrenches, sockets, impact screwdrivers, 
timing lights, electrical test instruments, 
compression gauges, vacuum gauges, 
degree wheels, soldering irons, ignition 
wrench sets, dial indicators and much, 
much more! We even include a set of spe- 
cial cycle tools and instruments to get you 
started fast! Find out all about it now. Send 
for FREE CAREER INFORMATION. No cost, 
no obligation . .. now or ever! Rush coupon 


Careers by Home Study 


1 NORTH AMERICAN SCHOOL OF MOTORCYCLE REPAIR 
р 4500 Campus Drive, Dept.EFO39Newport Beach. CA 92663 


а 

I 

I 

: Rush free color brochure and full information on how I can I 
learn motorcycle repair for only a few dollars a month. 1 
1 

i 

L| 


B NAME AGE 
1 ADDRESS 


Yet, in the specifications column in 
the same issue, it says... Fuel tank 
material... aluminum. AmI 
mistaken, or does the KX have two gas 
tanks? 

Jeff McLaughlin 
Sitka, Alaska 


You caught us. The tank is plastic 
and the spec sheet is now a dart target 
on the DB cork bulletin board. 


Tough it 

On my last weekend of riding for the 
summer, I tried to break my Yamaha 
IT400. First, I sank it in a swamp. 
Next, it fell off a five-foot ledge 
without me on it. 

Then, I drowned it in a small lake, 
and to top it off, Irode the whole day 
doing third-gear wheelies. 

Has DIRT BIKE been able to break 
the Yamaha ITs? 

Dan Beltz 
Redford, Michigan 
P.S. Way to go, Yamaha. 


Mystery-MX-plates 

My sister and I went to the 
Supercross at the L.A. Coliseum in 
June and after the race, we waited in 
the pits for nearly two hours to see 


Marty Smith unveil his Porsche Carrera. 


We wanted to see what his license 
plate said. I figured he would have the 
one and only Honda plate, or Marty, or 
Smith, but it was none of the above. 
When we saw his plate, we tried to 
figure it out all the way back to Salinas. 
It said: Y TRAM 1 My sister came up 
with, ''"Why try racing against Marty 
£1," but we're not sure. Could you 
please check into this and let us all 
know the secret to Marty's license 
plate? 

Shar Taber 

Salinas, California 


A quick call to the Marty Smith 
residence got us the correct answer. 
The plate is merely 1, MARTY, spelled 
backwards. Now you know the secret. 
Just don't tell anyone else. 


We welcome correspondence, thoughts and 
ideas. Address all letters, bomb threats, bribes 
and PEUT to: 

RIDERS 


WRITE 
c/ o DIRT BIKE MAGAZINE 
16200 VENTURA BLVD. 
ENCINO, CA. 91436 


A 


HIGH BLOOD PRESSURE. 
Treat it...and live. 


The National High Blood Pressure Education Program, 
U.S. Department of Health, Education, and Welfare. 


A Public Service of this Magazine & The Advertising Council m 


EauClaire, Wisconsin 

Dirt Runner Supply Buyers Club 

(Now the worlds largest buyers club of 

its kind. With members throughout the 
world.) 

We offer top quality merchandise and 
the fastest service possible to our 
members. 

Dirt Runner Supply Buyers Club is a 
club for members buying together for 
less and still receiving top quality 
merchandise. 

Join the people who know how to get 
the most out of their sport by saving 


money. 
We handle all the top MX lines and off 
road things for the motorcycle rider and 
his bike. 
Join with the many people who know 
how to get ahead in the world. 
DON'T MISS QUT - GET SMART . JOIN TODAY. 
Just send a check or money order for $10.00 per year 
to: Dirt Runner Supply Club, Р.О. Box 383, Eau Claire, WI 
54701, and we will send you your special catalog, Dirt 
Runner T-Shirt, and personal membership card. Cana 
dian orders add an aduitionai $1.00, other foreign add 
$2.00. 


Name s c ne 


Street 
City 


State 


——————M—— 


Dp — 
Indicate Sze: S M L XL 
Additional T-shirts ai $4.95 each. 


What do the 
privateers 


pps. 


Denny Swartz, 2nd 


e x 


at Mid-Ohio Tran 


Pee 


S-AMA 


see in Maico? 


Only one dirt racing motorcycle 
is the clear favorite of riders who 
have total freedom in the bike 
they ride. Unsponsored and 
unknown, the privateer on his 
way up needs a bike that's fast 
and tough enough to last a 
season of competition and 
practice. Unloved, un-noticed 
and yet to be discovered, 
privateers in a surprising majority 
choose Maico. Why? Ask 'em. 
They'll tell you that too 

much is at stake to settle for 
anything less. 


NAMIES ARE MADE ON 


MAICO 


MAICO: 1256 Progress Rd., Suffolk, VA 23434 — Rt. 1, Box 211, Antioch, IL 60002 — 110 E. Santa Anita Ave., Burbank, CA 91502 — Canada-64 Healy Rd., Bolton, Ont. 
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Bits and Pieces 


California motorcyclists scored a 
significant victory early this year, in 
response to the South Coast Air 
Quality Management Plan. This plan, 
to make a long story short, would have 
virtually eliminated two-stroke 
motorcycles in this state by proposing 
emission standards that, by today’s 
technology, would have been 
impossible to meet. AMA and MIC 
started the ball rolling with a mail-out 
"alert" campaign that the cyclists, 
shops and manufacturers finished up 
by increasing SCAQ's daily volume of 
mail somewhat. The L.A. Times called 
bikers ''the most organized and 


forceful group. . .'' in opposition to the 
plan. Huzzah!! 
a е 0 


Birney Montcalm wrote us a letter, 
in response to past bike magazine 
claims that the Kawasaki KX250 A-4 
was ''down on power.'' He says this is 
not true, he found the cause to be the 
carburetion, saying that the cure would 


Suzuki will field an awesome team 
for the 500 GP wars this year. It 
consists of no less than Roger 
DeCoster, Gerrit Wolsink, Gerard 
Rond and Andre Vromans. It seems as 
though they want that title back from 
Yamaha. 

Harry Everts, '75 250 World 
Champ, will join Akira Watanabe on 
a 125 Suzuki this year. Although 
Everts is not well known for riding a 
125, he is still a very real threat to the 
class. 

Current 250 World Champ 
Guenady Moiseev has been awarded 
the highest honor a Russian athlete 
may receive. ''Тће Honoured Master 
of Sports of the USSR'' medal was 
awarded to him for his third 
championship in five seasons. A 
native of Vyritza, near Leningrad, 
Moiseev is an officer of the Russian 
Army and currently a student at the 
Institute of Physical Culture. His 
plans for this year include attempting 
to keep his championship again on a 
KTM. 

Speaking of KTM, the photo is of 
the new European model. Last year 
was Maico's turn for the big change, 
and look what happened. Well, this 
time it's KTM's turn, and they've 
made the changes they needed. A 
new, lighter frame does away with 
the old braces that interfered with 
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News from Europe 


By Alan Wise 


be to '"'stick an old 34mm Bing carb off 
of a junked-out Montesa or Rickman 
on it," outfitted with a 147.5 to 155 
main jet and a new rubber-tipped float 
needle. He says this new setup will 
smooth out the power and turn the KX 
into a motoring fool. Anyone who can 
use this tip, go right ahead, Birn isn't 
going to press for patent rights. 
o g 

In dirt track racing, the AMA is going 
to continue their ban of soft-compound 
DT-2 tires on the mile, with no 
restriction on the use of DT-1 or 
hard-compound DT-2s. New for '79, 
the association will begin to control 
tire use through wheel restrictions — 
rim bead mounting width will be 
limited to 3% inches regardless of tire 
choice. Dirt track speeds have been 
higher and higher in the past years, and 
these moves are made in an attempt to 
raise the quality of competition, while 
reducing speeds to a tolerable level. 

E га 


carb maintenance. Rear suspension 
travelis 11.8 inches, with a new 
aluminum swingarm that rides in 
needle bearings and features a floating 
rear brake. Marzocchis with 
11.8-inch travel are new air/spring 
forks. Conical hub replaces the old 
full-width one. Many riders went 
nuts with last year’s air box design, 
but that is all over. The new box, 
similar to one marketed by Hi-Point, 
is a joy to work with. 

Styling hasn't taken a back seat 
either. The tank is plastic and is 
shorter to make room for the longer 
seat. Fenders are contoured for better 
protection and strength. FIM number 
panels, whirlpull throttle and folding 
gearshift and brake pedals finish off 
the external changes. Inside is new 
porting for more power. New 420 and 
125 models will also be available 
shortly. The 420 will have an all-new 
engine like that used by Andre 
Malherbe, sixth in the 500 GP for '78. 


More mergers in the news. PJ1 has 
announced that their products have 
been selected for use by the DG 
motocross team. This includes the PJ1 
chain lube, fork oil and contact cleaner 
products. 

a dede [ar] 

Jody Weisel, the Welfare Queen of 
Motocross Action magazine, has been 
seen stumbling around the Hi-Torque 
halls with what appears to be soot on 
his upper lip. Upon closer inspection, 
it was found out that Weisel is really 
attempting to grow a moustache just 
like his hero, Super Hunky of DIRT 
BIKE magazine. 

Whether Weisel will succeed or not 
is debatable, as the fledgling growth on 
his face looks more like a misplaced 
armpit than a decent moustache. 

Gh EAE 

Press time update. Dick Miller, the 
rapidly balding editor of MX Action, 
has just placed a sealed bid in for 
Weisel's moustache. Apparently, the 
aging Miller wants to transplant it to 
his shiny pate. Good luck. 

a D A 

Another press time update. Weisel 
not only got soundly beaten at a recent 
race by Super Hunky, but was actually 
lapped three times in the grueling 
40-minute second moto. The Hunk 
was on a Honda XL125, while Weisel 
was mounted on a $3500 125 special. 
Unfortunately for the Hunk, they 
weren't on the track at the same time. 

a 6 6A 

Rumor has it that Jim Pomeroy is 
going to return to Bultaco, the marque 
that gave him his first International 
win. Jim will campaign in Europe, in 
the 250 class. Word has it that he picks 
up big start money in Europe and is a 
big hit with the fans. 

(E У E AS E 

DB will be using the services of Gary 
Woodling in our enduro bike tests from 
now on. Gary, the 1978 Number One 
plate holder in SoCal, is also a good 
photographer and will work closely 
with us on the serious ISDT and 
enduro-type bikes. O 


Plastic Fantastic 


Actually, the want ad above, as 
impossible as it may sound, is not 
really that far from appearing in your 
local cycle paper. After all, this is the 
age of plastic. 

Plastic. It sounds cheap, because of 
the connotation given it. Also, the 
plastic most normally conjured up in 
the mind is either the brittle plastic of 
a model airplane, or the rubber-like 
‘unbreakable’ type of material used in 
the construction of your neighbor's 
kid's Big Wheel. 


(EDITOR'S NOTE: Special thanks to 
Peter M.W. Dill for his research, which 
was the basis of this article. Pete is 
currently engaged in designing and 
fabricating plastic racing components 
for one of the major Japanese 
manufacturers.) 


Just around the corner 


By Ned Owens 


Actually, the use of plastics has been 
around for quite a while in applications 
to the motorcycle. Fenders, tanks, air 
boxes and other parts are standard fare 
as plastic. Fiberglass, in use before the 
current move to non-metals, is also a 
plastic, so its use on competition 
motorcycles goes back to the late '50s. 

The plastics we are used to seeing 
gained popularity because of their 
durability, light weight and flexibility 
in manufacturing. But, swingarms, 
rims, rods and frames made of plastic? 
It just doesn't seem to jibe. 

What you've got to do is change your 
concept of plastic. Try to imagine a 
plastic five times stronger than steel at 
one-fifth of the weight. These types of 
plastics are called composite materials. 
The composite aspect is that various 
fibers are combined with a binder/- 


resin that gives shape to and holds the 
fibers in a predetermined form. If 
you're saying that this sounds just like 
fiberglass, you're right. But instead of 
using glass fibers, other natural and 
man-made materials are used as the 
fibers. 

Some of the types of fibers used in 
these composites are aramid, boron, 
and carbon as well as glass. Here’s a 
short description of each: 

Aramid: From the family of 
aromatic polyamide 
fibers, e.g. Kevlar. 
Tungsten filaments 
with boron coating 
(high cost). 

Graphite fibers 
produced from pitch, 


Boron: 


Carbon: 


rayon or 
polyacrylonitrile. | 


(Continued on next page) 


Glass: Fibers made from 
silicon carbide 
(contemporary). 
Combination of the 


above. 


Hybrids: 


Binders and Matrix 

Thermoset: Resins that need 
curing time and that 
cannot be shaped 
once formed, e.g. 
epoxies, phenolics. 
Resins that can be 
re-formed after 
made by heat and 
pressure, e.g. 
polyphenylene 
sulfides, polyethur 
sulphones. 


Thermoplastic: 


(Now that you’re thoroughly dazzled 
by the 50-cent scientific terms, we'll 
stick with simpler fare.) 


Since this sounds like your everyday 
fiberglass, there are a number of you 
who watched your fiberglass 
components on various European 
motorcycles self-destruct with 
regularity through impact or just from 
vibration. You're saying ''no thanks’’ 
to this type of plastic. But the strength 
factors of the carbon fibers are 
approximately 5% times those of the 
glass fibers, so the material takes on a 
whole new dimension. 

These previous and current plastic 
items we've been used to, have not 
been used in high-stress areas, but 
more in the ''icing'' on the machines. 
Because of the low strength properties 
of these earlier plastics, their use has 
been relegated to bolt-on items, i.e. 
side number plates, fenders, tanks, air 
boxes, etc. 

But these new composites can be 
used in place of metal in many 
applications. The carbon/graphite 
composite (the one that will most 
likely be used for a number of factors) 
can be laid up like fiberglass, or spun 
on a mandrel-like device into tubes. 
Virtually any shape can be duplicated 
with this material. And because it has 
graphite built into it, its use in 
high-wear areas is perfect. 

Because of the ideal properties of 
composites, they've found widespread 
use in the aerospace industry, and it's 
from this area that technology for bikes 
and cars comes. Actually, composite 
fiber connecting rods have been 
available for some time for small-block 
Chevrolet engines for racing 
applications, and are far superior to 
aluminum rods that they replace. 

What parts of a motorcycle can be 
made from composites? Quite a few, 
according to experts in the composite 
plastics field. For instance: 

Frames — built of composite tubes 
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and fittings, the frames would 
resemble those of steel, but could be 
either laminated (’’glued’’) into one 
piece or bolted together. Because of the 
nature of the composites, the frame 
tubes could vary in thickness 
depending on the stress of a given area, 
thus avoiding the use of gussets. 
Weight reduction of 50-60 percent is 
possible. The frames would be 
considerably stronger, so that torsional 
flex would not be a factor in chassis 
design. 

Swingarm — a composite swingarm 
would be stronger and about 30-percent 
lighter than a similar arm of 
aluminum. Lower unsprung mass 
means better tracking over rough 
terrain. ‘‘Compliance steer,’’ a term 
that means wheel tracking that 
changes through flex of the 
component, would be reduced 
considerably. Chain-tossing problems 
would also be virtually eliminated 
because of the added stiffness. 

Forks — both the tubes and the 
sliders could be fabricated from 
graphite composites. Weight reduction 
of 40 percent plus increased torsional 
stiffness are the benefits. Fork flex 
would be greatly reduced. Triple 
clamps can also be fabricated from the 
composite. A major safety advantage 
over magnesium triple clamps is that if 
the clamp fails, it will not shatter. 
When magnesium reaches its limits, it 
breaks apart. The composite will lose 
its strength when it deforms, but will 
not come apart. Because of the light 
weight of the composites, a structural 
part made to the same weight of a 
metal component could be many times 
stronger, so that the failure limit 
would be much higher. 


Bars — these could easily be made 
from composite materials and this 
would reduce their weight over steel by 
60 percent. A decrease in vibration 
would also result due to excellent 
damping properties of graphite 
composites. 

Wheels — one-piece wheels could be 
made similar to current alloy wheels 
(mags). This would achieve 
considerable weight reduction. For 
wire wheel applications, both the hub 
and the rim could be made from 
composites. With the use of a steel 
insert, normal drum brakes can be used 
in this hub. Lightweight wheel/disc 
brake assemblies could also be used on 
dirt bikes. Increased stiffness of the 
wheel in conjunction with the 
increases in the frame, fork and 
swingarm would yield the desired 
preciseness in steering. 

Engine — the reciprocating and 
rotating mass could be reduced through 
the use of composites. A graphite 
connecting rod and piston with 


ceramic top for heat transfer could be 
used. The weight reductions would in 
turn reduce stresses on associated 
components and increase the life of the 
connecting rod. If the heat transfer of 
the engine could be reduced by 
water-cooling the cylinder, the engine 
cases could also be made of composite 
materials. Improved case stiffness 
could increase gear life due to better 
alignment. Mag and clutch covers 
could also be made of the composites. 

Shocks — shock bodies can also be 
fabricated from the graphite plastic 
with reduced wear of internal 
components, and lower weight. This 
would be a major step in reducing 
unsprung weight, especially on the 
monoshock. 

What would our mostly plastic bike 
weigh with the liberal use of the 
composites? Taking the YZ250F as an 
example, the weight could be reduced 
from approximately 220 pounds down 
to about 110 pounds. One hundred and 
ten pounds. 

Of course, this weight is way under 
the minimums set by current racing 
organizations, so some changes would 
have to be made. Even if the 
minimums remained the same, the 
extra weight could be added to areas 
where it would be most advantageous. 
This way the center of gravity, weight 
distribution and other factors could be 
altered with merely the addition of lead 
"ballast." 

Now that we've got you salivating 
over these plastic possibilities, we'll 
have to tell you that this stuff is 
unfortunately more expensive than our 
current motorcycle construction 
materials. But mostly the reason for 
that is its somewhat — for now — 
limited use. For instance, in 1960, 
graphite composite went for about 
$600 per pound. It's down to $20 now, 
and experts feel that it will get down to 
$3-$5 per pound in the next ten years. 

Which parts will we most likely see 
on the dealer's shelf? We'd figure that 
it would be aftermarket items such as 
rods, swingarms and fork components. 
It'll probably be a few years off before 
we see them on production machinery, 
but don't be surprised if plastic goodies 
don't pop up on at least one factory's 
works racers this year. We have an idea 
which one, but we're sworn not to tell. 

If you still don't believe in the use of 
plastics for structural purposes, Ford 
Motor Co. just recently built a mostly 
plastic Granada and dropped about 800 
pounds in the process. 

And lastly, the winner of the 1978 
Indy 500 used connecting rods made of 
composite materials. 

Plastics. They open up a whole new 
area of motorcycle design and 
construction. [0 


out in the 


Wait ‘til you get it 


pen. 
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ГА 77774 exquisite dirt ordnance. 


| f you're in search of 
some serious weaponry, step this way. 

Behold the Qualifier 370 from 
Can-Am, a brand new, and very threat- 
ening piece of machinery to attack the 
Open Class with. 

Consider the defensive array. 
Forward, 38 mm leading axle magne- 
sium Marzocchis. Aft, a stronger, lighter 
swingarm. Both ends deliver almost 
10 inches of wheel travel to fight off what- 
ever they throw at you. Between them, 
our tough, lightweight chromoly MX 
frame with its low c of g design for excel- 
lent ae Stability. 


And all manner of other 


Now here's where you get to be the 
aggressor. At the heart of our new 
Open Class weapon is a 3/0 cc case reed 
Rotax powerplant. It pumps out torque 
like a 35-mule team to trample impossible 
terrain. And fields a full 38-horse cavalry 
troop at the rear wheel to SIUE 
through open 
sections. 

Qualifier 370. 
See your Can-Am = 
dealer and arm : 
yourself. 
It’s Open Season. 


Honda XR185 


“ites n E s d 
Enduro bike of the year, or 
just another four-stroke 
playbike? 


By the Dirt Bike Staff 
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The first time we saw the XR185 was at 
anew model preview late in 1978, a 
well-catered affair for the benefit of the 
press. This type of activity is a yearly 
thing with all of the manufacturers, 
designed to produce a Pavlovian effect 
on the working press. We sat through 
an entire morning of lectures on the 
technological breakthroughs of the 
past year, watched a James Bondish 
movie, were fed probably our best meal 
of the month, and had the chance to 
look, up close and personal, at the 
latest iron Honda had to offer. 

At this time, the XR185 was а 
pre-production prototype, but the 
production models weren't to be far off 
from the red beauties we happened to 
be dripping our beer on. Only one 
problem presented itself: we couldn't 
ride them yet. That would come next 
week, so look and enjoy, boys, the mud 
will fly in good time. 

We left babbling. The new XR series 
looked like the hot prospect. Three 
very light four-strokes, based loosely 
after the practically unbreakable XL 
series engines, a legend among 
thumpers. And they all seemed to be 
designed for dirt riding — no more 
battery, luggage rack accessories, big 
tach and speedo, iron fender supports 
or turn signals. Instead, we get CDI 
ignition, small, light brake hubs, 
business-like layout, and an optional 
high-performance kit. It seemed to be 
too good to be true. And the XR185 
weighed an amazing 216 pounds, dry! 


8:00 a.m., Saddleback Park. Trying 
to keep down a few greasy doughnuts 
with the vile black liquid the locals 
loosely refer to as ''coffee,"" we 
hungrily eyed a group of 30 or so bikes, 
itching to sling a leg over three or four 
at a time, to keep from missing any. 
Almost every time an XR185 came in 
view, it was on the rear wheel. 

The bike had lived up to just about 
all of our expectations. It felt some- 
thing like an MR175 with power, and 
long-travel suspension. It was easy to 
see that this was going to be it, the 
cream of the crop, pick of the litter. 

All of the XRs impressed us, but 
nobody wanted to ever get off of the 
185. We weren't going to rest until we 
had one for a test. 

It took quite a while; all the competi- 
tion wanted an exclusive on the little 
unit, and, gentlemen that we are, we 
humbly refused to take one until the 
sensationalism was over with, and we 
would be able to take our time in 
evaluating it. After all, nobody who's 
at all serious about dirt bikes is going 
to listen to the competition, are they? 


Finally, the test 

We picked up the bike just in time 
for the monsoon season, a yearly ritual 
we have all come to know and love. 
While Chicago gets covered with layer 
after layer of snow, we get drowned and 
watch our more affluent neighbors 
slide, one by one, down the hillsides on 
a cushion of mud. A real interesting 


kind of winter: one day T-shirts and 
shorts are sufficient, the next day, a 
snorkel and wet suit. Our high- 
mountain test area is covered with 
snow, and the clouds are due to break 
up in a couple of months. Cheerful? 
Hah! Don't ask. 

Undaunted by the uncooperating 
weather, we still fell to our work 
heartily. The most striking things 
about the bike are its motor and its 
weight: it's light, and it's a four-stroke. 
In the past, these were two attributes 
not often associated with the same 
motorcycle. A four-stroke is never a 
light bike. Oh yeah, the DR370 is light, 
but its only comparison — up till now 
— is the TT500, a decidedly portly 
machine. But to combine the light 
weight of, say, an MR175, with the 
torque and power of a quick-revving 
four-stroke, is a mind-blower. 

The motor only weighs 59.5 pounds, 
dry. It displaces 180cc, and produces 18 
horsepower at 9000 rpm. It is a single 
overhead cam, two-valve design, 
sparked by a CDI ignition system. The 
rear wheel is driven through a six-speed 
transmission, and a kickstarter- 
actuated compression release makes it 
simple to start. It will run on any kind 
of gasoline, as long as it's 91 octane or 
better. So much for the technical crap. 

It feels beautiful. The four-stroke 
motor is legendary for torquey 
response, and in combination with a 
light overall weight and an ability to 
rev up to 9000, puts the XR into a 
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We Couldn't resist tearing the thing 
apart. The red and black finish and 
simplicity of design begs for the touch 
of a-wrencht Besides, we had ulterior 
motives. The Great Yellow Dirt Bike 
Scale beckoned to us. Wrench, wrench, 
off comes the pipe. Rear section, seven 
pounds. Hmmm. Might be able to 
make one that weighs three pounds. 

(Gontinued oL En 


Weepers & Gushers 


FORK 


SEAL TEC 


Replacement Tips 
By Ned Owens 


Drooling, weeping, dripping, oozing, 
and just in general leaking fork seals 
not only look terrible and spot the rest 
of the bike and your leathers, but affect 
performance. 

| A little oil lost affects the air/oil 
volume in the forks, and can lead to a 
bent axle. A lot of oil lost can mean 
that the damper rod piston is probably 
high and dry during full extension, 
instead of being submerged in the 
hydraulic fluid — in other words, it 
doesn't work. 

With the advent of air/oil/spring 
forks, seals that function properly are 
more important than ever, since the 
pressure must be maintained for best 
performance. The fork seal not only 
keeps the oil in, but the air as well. 

That's one of the reasons why many 
of the new bikes have fork boots. They 
might not look as pretty as a shiny fork 
tube, but they provide two services. By 
drastically reducing the amount of dust 
and mud that accumulates on the 
constantly-oily fork tube, seal life is 
extended greatly. The main reason that 
a fork seal leaks is not because it is 
worn out, but rather that it's packed 
with dirt. 

Another argument for fork boots is 
that they protect the smooth surface of 
the tube from flying rocks. Some of the 
factory riders don't use fork boots, 
which may convince some that they 
are not necessary. But what one must 
remember is that their forks are torn 
down after every race, and if they get a 
nicked tube (that can tear a seal), they 
just replace it. Since most of us don't 
race on a factory budget, the fork boots 
are a money-saver. 

If your bike is not equipped with fork 
boots, they are readily available from 
bike shops for about $8-$12 per pair. 
They are worth the investment. 
Normally, you can expect to triple the 


| 


1. Remove the front 
wheel, brake backing 
plate (if attached to leg), 
and drain fork oil. 


2. Break loose the 
slider/damper rod 
assembly bolt. It will 
probably require an 
air-powered or 
hand-impact wrench. If 
it doesn't budge, or just 
turns the damper rod 
inside, then install the 
axle (on forward axle 
forks only) and loop a 
tie-down between the 
top triple clamp and the 
axle. Tighten it up and 
the pressure from the 
spring will probably hold 
the damper rod in place. 
(Note: On non-forward 
axle forks, or if the above 
procedure doesn't work, 
a broom handle can be 
inserted in the top of the 
fork tube [without the 
springs] to apply 
pressure to the top of the 
damper rod. If this is 
done, all of the fork parts 
will have to be cleaned 
thoroughly.) 


3. Pull slider off and 
chuck up in vise, or 
clamp to bench top with 
carpenter's clamps. In 
both cases use chunks of 
lumber to avoid damage 
to the slider. 


4. If there is a snap ring 
retaining the seals, 
remove it. 


5. Using an aluminum 
bar or a wooden slat as a 
cushion at the leverage 
point, slide a large 
screwdriver just far 
enough under the seal to 
get a bite. Be careful that 
you do not gouge the 
machined seal cup, or 
you'll have leaks. 


APRIL 1979/ DIRT BIKE 25 


6. Pry carefully on the 
screwdriver until a little 
movement is detected. 
Then move around the 
slider lip at % or 4 
intervals, moving the 
cushion opposite the 
prying point. Continue in 
this manner until the seal 
pops out. If there is a 
second seal, remove it in 
the same fashion. 

(Note: Check for a 
second snap ring or 
circlip; some bikes have 
them.) 


7. Clean sliders with 
solvent and blow or wipe 
dry. 


8. Back in the vise, 
carefully place the new 
seal in the top. It will 
appear to be slightly too 
large, but this is proper 
for a snug fit. Carefully 
tap the top of the seal 
with a small hammer to 
get it started. Tap around 
the seal so that it goes in 
straight. 


9. If one side goes in 
farther than the other, 
don't try to beat the 
other side in, as the seal 
can become warped. 
Remove and start over. 


life of your fork seals. 
Some fork leak more than others, 
even given equal protection and 


10. Once the seal is 
started, place the old 
seal on top of the new 
one. Tap on the old seal 
to drive in the new one. 


11. If the new one has to 
go deep into the leg (the 
first of two seals, for 
instance), either drive 
the old seal down inside 
behind it and then 
remove; or, using a 
blunt, round steel bar (or 
a %-inch ratchet 
extension), tap the seal 
down, taking care to 
avoid contact with the 
lips of the seal. (If you 
have a socket large 


when dry. 


enough, it can be used as 
a seal driver, also.) 


12. Install second seal (if 
needed) in same manner. 
Using the circlip or snap 
ring groove as an 
indicator, ensure that the 
top seal is absolutely 
level. 


13. Install snap ring. (If 
you have used wood or 
dirty seals during the 
installation, cleaning 
may again be necessary.) 


14. Lube the seals with 
the fork oil that you are 
going to use. If you have 


Fortunately, if stock replacement 
seals aren't doing the job, there are a 
number of aftermarket seals that 


a dust wiper, make sure 
it is clean first, then 
install. Carefully fit the 
slider back on the fork 
tube. 


15. Screw slider/damper 
rod assembly bolt into 
rod. Make sure that it is 
clean. Apply fresh thread 
cement, and replace the 
fiber, or metal sealing 
washer. 


16. Tighten with impact 
wrench. (IMPORTANT: 
If these bolts come 
loose, the fork sliders 
and wheel will literally 
fall off over a jump. They 
must be tight.) 


forks. (Part No. 1W4-23145-LO is a 38 
x 50mm seal. Prices on Yamaha seals 


range from $4-$6.) 


17. Add specified 
amount of fork oil, or to 
specified level. Work 
sliders up and down to 
relieve them of bubbles if 
the oil level 
measurement technique 
is used. 


18. Replace springs, fork 
caps, front wheel 
assembly, cables, etc. 
(Post-surgery check-up: 
Keep an eye on the 
slider/damper bolt 
during riding breaks. If 
you ever detect oil 
leaking from that area, 
chances are that the bolt 
is loose and should be 


- repaired immediately.) 
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maintenance. This is partly due to the 
slider/tube overlap — critical on some 
kitted forks — since there is more flex 
and ‘‘ovaling’’ of the seals. Also, some 
seals just aren't as good as others. It 
depends not only on design and the 
quality of material used, but also on 
the amount of time that the seals spend 
on a shelf somewhere. Most rubber 
seals get hard with age, especially 
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should stop the leaking. Some tips on 
replacement seals for the most popular 
bikes and forks are listed below: 

* Yamaha: As it turns out, the Yamaha 
seals are some of the best around, 
according to many shops. Stock seals 
seem to be the ticket, especially the 
seals for the 38mm YZ tubes. These 
seals will fit a number of other 38mm 


* Suzuki: Once again, most tuners feel 
that the stockers do a good job. (Prices 
on Suzuki seals are around $3.) 
* Honda: One Honda seal, or Honda- 
type seal, а 35 x 47mm unit, is also on 
the all-time cross-reference chart for 
many other machines. It is a triple- 
lipped seal with a machined mating 
surface that fits many 35mm and 
(Continued on page 70) 


The Real Battle Is Just Starting 


PHANTOM 


DUCK UPDAT 


It seems that we started something big 
by accident. If you'll recall, we had the 
full story of the Phantom Duck of the 
Desert in the March DB. In that story, 
we chronicled his fight against the 
might and power of the U.S. 
Government and the Bureau of Land 
Management. 

Briefly, for those who may not have 
read the story, here's what happened: 
The Duck got slapped with a suit by 
the BLM and actually received threats 
of fines and imprisonment. We rallied 
to the cause and formed a Legal 
Defense/Attack Fund at the eleventh 
hour. The only way we could inform 
riders about our plight was through the 
pages of Cycle News West. They 
worked closely with us and spread the 
word. 

As it turned out, we were victorious 
in court and the Duck won permission 
to ride the Barstow to Vegas 
Unorganized Trail Ride. Hundreds of 
riders and thousands of spectators 
showed up to lend support, and the 
trail ride was a blazing success. 

Later, we were able to pay the heavy 
legal fees off and even had something 
left over. This was quickly converted 
to a pure Legal Attack Fund. Right 
now, the Duck has formed a non-profit 
corporation to continue the fight 
against the Nazi-like tactics of the 
BLM. 

Now, we knew up front that this was 
merely the beginning of a major battle, 
and only concerning the desert lands 
the BLM was closing down. However, 
when we started getting mail and 
contributions from all over the 
country, we were stunned! Apparently 
the riders across the nation seem to 
know that what happens here (or what 

doesn't happen here) will affect them 
for years to come. 

Underlining the nationwide support 


War correspondence 
By Rick Sieman 
And the Phantom Duck Of The Desert 


and financial backing, came this letter 
from Canada. We'd like to let you read 
it in its entirety: 


Dear Sirs, 

The G.K.M.A. read your article in 
Cycle News and have decided to 
support your cause. We are sending a 
$50 cheque to help in the Phantom 
Duck's defense fund. 

Our club realizes that the amount 
isn't very much, but we feel that every 
little bit will count. We just want you 
to know that we support your cause 
and hope to see and hear more of your 
Phantom Duck. 

Yours truly, 
Warren Gagne, President 


A = [5 


Wow! It now looks like the efforts of 
the Duck are reaching even out of the 
country. By the way, those initials in 
the letter stand for Greater Kamloops 
Motorcycle Association, in British 
Columbia. 

Right around the time we got the 
great letter from the folks in Canada, 
we stumbled across an article in the 
L.A. Times, headlined as follows: 

15 MILLION ACRES OF FOREST 
SOUGHT AS WILDERNESS AREA 
After reading the shocking headline, 

we found out that Secretary of 
Agriculture, Bob Bergland, proposed 
that 15 million acres of land from 
Alaska to Virginia be designated as 
federally protected wilderness. 

We all tend to think of National 
Forests as places like Yosemite, but in 
actual fact, much National Forest land 
can now be freely used by the public for 
a variety of reasons, ranging from bike 
trails to camping out. If this new 
proposal goes through, you can just 
about forget about using this land ever 


again, unless you back-pack or canoe 
in. No vehicles of any sort will be 
allowed. Period. 

At the same time the good Secretary 
is proposing to take all this land from 
you, he is making available 36 million 
acres of other land to timbering and 
commercial interests. This means that 
you still won't be able to use the land. 

Nice, huh? 

Bergland's proposal is known as 
RARE П, or the second Roadless Area 
Review and Evaluation. Perhaps it 
ought to be known as the second Rape 
of America's Right of Enjoyment. 

Here's what happens when an area is 
redesignated as wilderness. It means 
the land will be closed to mining, oil 
and gas exploration, timbering, and no 
roads can be built and no motorized 
vehicles will be allowed. 

However, they will still allow 
grazing. We did some checking and 
found out that vehicles can be used and 
roads can be built to support the 
grazing cattle. Who in the pluperfect 
hellis stroking whom? Can you 
imagine how frustrated you might feel, 
if you're shut out from trail riding in a 
grazing area, only to see a pickup truck 
full of hay lumber down the road at 
will? A queasy feeling starts in your 
stomach and bile threatens your 
throat. 

One of the key items of RARE II that 
must be fought in the courts, is the 
definition of a road by the Forest 
Service. They basically define a road as 
a trail or roadway that is regularly 
maintained by mechanical means. 
That's a pretty broad and shaky 
definition. By liberal interpretation of 
that guideline, they could close down 
just about anything they want to by 
denying maintenance for a period of 
time. It's a very frightening thought. 

(Continued on next page) 
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Suzuki RM400 Race Test 


WIDE EYES & 


WHEELIES 


Longer legs and less weight 
By the Staff of Dirt Bike 


We rolled the shiny, new, bright 
yellow RM400 down the loading ramp 
at Indian Dunes, and before we had 
time to nudge the kickstand down, 
there was a small crowd gathered 
around the bike. After all, it was one of 
the very first of the '79 Suzies around. 
You've got to remember, what you 
read now, took place 90 days ago. 
That's the magazine biz. . . slow and 
ponderous. 

Anyway, there it was... the new 
Open bike from Suzuki, and there we 
were, cameras at the ready... and 
there they were, a bunch of folks 
curious about the new bike. Questions 
came quickly: ''What's it weigh?" 

We answered: ''About 223 dry is the 
claimed weight and that seems right. 
Lot lighter than last year's bike." 

"How much travel?" 

Having had access to the spec sheet, 
we snapped out the answer: ''Lotsa 
travel. You got 11.8 inches at the rear 
and 11.2 up front. Enough.’’ 

Just about that time, a rider said, 
‘Why didn't you guys get the 125 first 
instead of this 400? Everybody knows 
that 125s are faster around a track than 
big bikes. I mean, why does anyone 
even bother with these big-inch jobs, 
when a one-two-bit racer can do 
everything?" 

We stared at this upstart and 
considered his question for a moment, 
then, thinking evil thoughts, we 
merely ignored him and went on about 
our business. 

Why, indeed, does anyone ride an 
Open bike? The answer is simple. 
Open class bikes are fun. Pure, 
unadulterated kicks. They are such a 
blast to ride, that it's not necessary to 
justify riding one. Saving a second or 
two per lap cannot compare to the 
thrill of having way too much 
horsepower. More ponies than you can 
ever use. 
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How can you explain the feeling of 
being able to dig trenches on the pilot 
jet to someone who spends all of his 
time at the 10,000 rpm mark just to 
maintain forward motion? 

For those of you who have limited 
experience with big bikes, let us tell 
you what it's like to ride something 
with muscle. Something like the new 
RM, for example. 

You can tell right away that you're 
on an Open bike, when you ease the 
clutch out. There's no need to wing the 
throttle and slip the clutch to get under 
way. There's no need to wing the 
throttle and slip the clutch to get under 
way. Nope. None of that silliness. You 
just run 'er up a bit and let go of the 
clutch. The bike will start pulling from 
very low rpm with a slight lurch. 

Once you're rolling, you can then 
nail the throttle. If you're sitting well 
forward, that is. The bike will literally 
leap forward, rather than merely start 
the normally tiresome task of 
accelerating. And that initial jolt of 
forward movement is not all you get, 


bunky. Nosirree. It builds and builds 
and builds. When the revs start to 
flatten out (or a bit before), you slip 
into the next gear and get another 
heroic jolt — a rush — acceleration! 
And with each gear you hit thereafter, 
it starts all over again. By the time 
you're in top gear, the landscape is a 
blur and things are flitting by you. That 
wide track you started out on, now 
looks about as wide as a sidewalk. 

You see a turn coming up and back 
off a bit, stab at the brakes and go down 
a gear or two. Pivot, point it where you 
want to go and drop the hammer. The 
bike will thenleap to the new direction. 
Leap! Hot damn and wobbly knees!!! 
This is fun! Sure, you're on the edge of 
being out of control, but the sheer 
pleasure of straddling a rocket more 
than makes up for it. Try it once and 
you're hooked. Unless, of course, the 
bike intimidates you. Which is entirely 
possible. 

Still, most decent riders can learn to 
ride an Open bike in the proper 
manner. That is, you short-shift and 
make the engine moan. A properly 
set-up bike, like the RM400, will 
willingly do this. 

Selection of the correct gear is 
probably more critical on an Open bike 
than on a hot 125. On the small 
machine, if you blow it, you either bog, 
or over-rev. With the big bike, you can 
get unwanted frantic wheelspin, or 
inadvertently hook up and stuff your 
head in the ground with a loop-out. 


Big changes for the RM 

Last year, the RM400 was loaded 
with all sorts of goodies. It had 
everything. Unfortunately, all that 
"everything" made the bike a porker. 
It hit the scales at the 240-pound mark. 
When gas was added, even more 
unwanted weight could be felt. 

On the '79 version, a tremendous 
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Weight a minute, here 

We're talking about nearly a 
20-pound savings in weight. That'sa 
lot, friends. Even though the new bike 
is taller than the '78, it can be tossed 
around in an easier fashion. Once the 
rider gets over the intimidating power, 
the 400 can be flicked over like a well- 
balanced 250. 

The loss of lard was achieved with 
sound engineering, rather than going to 
flimsy construction techniques. One 
look at the new swingarm shows a 
typical approach to weight savings. 
Rather than the bulbous (but strong) 
arm of last year, the new arm is 
extruded, with long, tapering gussets 
adding much to strength. 

An all-new frame is used, with less 
actual footage of tubing incorporated in 
the design. Tabs and brackets that 
abounded on the '78 bike, have been 
eliminated or redesigned on the '79. 

New plastic is bristling all over the 
bike. A smaller tank rides on the bike, 
and weight is even saved with the 
elimination of bulky side panels and 
the incorporation of FIM-style number 
plates right into a partial panel. Just 
enough plastic remains to act as an air 
box shield. 

Additional weight has been saved in 
the engine. Tidier side covers and 
relocation of the clutch actuating 
mechanism saved pounds and made 
the engine narrower to boot. 
Magnesium is used for side covers and 
aluminum is everywhere. 


Handling 

You'll find that the RM400 is very 
sensitive to slight changes. When we 
first got the bike, it had 14 pounds of 
air in the fork legs and the fork tubes 
were fully extended in the triple 
clamps. We took the bike out on the 
track and damn near died of fright. The 
RM just would not turn. Oh, it went 
great in a straight line, but when we 
tried to bend it through a corner, it just 
wanted to go straight. 

We slipped the forks up in the 
clamps a quarter-inch at a time, and 
still could not get the front end to bite 
like we wanted. Then, after talking 
with Gillman, the sponsored Suzuki 
rider, we started dropping the pressure 
in the forks. With nine pounds of air in 
each leg and the forks raised exactly 
5/8-inch up higher in the clamps, the 
RM became a decent pivoting machine. 

We found that the RM demanded a 
heavy load on the outside peg to make 
it turn right. It was not necessary to 
climb way up on the gas tank to make 
the bike turn, but the weighting was 
critical. Without bodyweight on the 
outside peg in a turn, all the rider had 
to do to transfer traction from the front 
to the rear wheel, was to move his 


32 DIRT BIKE/ APRIL 1979 


New front forks sport 11.2 inches of 
good travel. Front hub is larger and 
improved. This should give superior 
spoke life over the older wheels. 
Stock front tire worked well under 
most conditions until the knobs 
started to round off a bit. 


ENGINE TYPE . 
Нарав ара Да Бро Y wer reed 
BORE AND STROKE ..... 80.0mm тха mm 
DISPLACEMENT ................... 7cc 
HORSEPOWER (CLAIMED BV FACTORY: 


CARBURETION ....36mm Mikuni (VM36SS) 
FACTORY RECOMMENDED JETTING: 


. . Single-cylinder, Two siroke; 


Мате ЛА НЕНИЯ 270 
Needle jet ..R6 
Jet needle . 6FJ6 
Pilot jet ..... 200 
Slide number ........................ 2.5 
RECOMMENDED GASOLINE . Premium 
RECOMMENDED OIL (MFR.) Suzuki: CCl 


FUEL TANK CAPACITY . 
FUEL TANK MATERIAL . 
GAS/OIL RATIO 
LUBRICATION 

OILCAPACITY ...................... / 

AIR FILTRATION ...Oiled foam in still air box 
CLUTCH TYPE ............ Wet, multi-plate 
TRANSMISSION .............. Five-speed, 
constant mesh 


OE REL о Лана 2.0:1 
а тоте 1.625:1 

ngasgnc GOOD 1.263:1 

dücbd6idopDDoO0tO 1.00:1 

IX а odes ОС is 0.869:1 
GEARING, FRONT/REAR ........... 14/49 
IGNITION ........................... CDI 
PRIMARY KICK SYSTEM?............. No 
RECOMMENDED SPARK PLUG .......... 
Кона роса атар ер NGK ВВЕМ 


G 
SILENCER/SPARK ARRESTOR/QUALITY: 
oves Silencer only, average noise for a racer 


EXHAUST SYSTEM ........ High, right side, 
ADU EO RDU ARIS BO through the frame 
FRAME, TYPE ......... Chrome moly, single 


ROO ки антена downtube, split cradle 


1979 Suzuki RM400 


Spiffy new extruded arian 
swingarm is lighter and stronger than 
the bulky arm of the '78s. Our bike 
came with a 5.10x18 rear tire, while 
the spec sheet calls fora 4.50. Don’t 
ask us why. 


960 
STEERING HEAD ANGLE ....... 29 Deed 
TRAID: 7770000606 123mm (4.84 inches) 
WEIGHT WITH ONE GALLON GAS ......... 


AO UO DOUG DO DOO 217.5 pounds 
RIM MATERIAL ................ Aluminum 
ПАЗ Ен утаје 

Front....... 3.00x21 knobby — Bridgestone 


Roar ....4.50х18 knobby (strangely, our test 
bike came with a 5.10x18 tire) 
Front, type and travel .. . Telescopic, leading 

ОРОВ axle, air/ oil, 11.2 inches 


Rear, type and travel ..... Aluminum swing, 
осоо бА slant shocks, 11.8 inches 
INTENDED USE, MFR.......... Motocross, 


ff-road racing 
COUNTRY OF ORIGIN .............. Japan 
PRICE, APPROX ................... 929 
PARTS PRICES, HIGH-WEAR ITEMS ..... 

Piston assembly, complete ......... $35.90 

Rings only . Uae rare 

Cylinder .. 

Shift lever . 

Brake pedal . 

Front sprocket ... 
DISTRIBUTOR: 

U.S. Suzuki Motor Corp. 

Santa Fe Springs, California 90670 
OVERALL RATING, FROM 0 TO 100, 
VARIOUS CATEGORIES, KEEPING 
INTENDED USE OF MACHINE IN MIND: 


Напа па 66-3 92 
Suspension Е е 95 
Ромевг Е ТТА т 98 
(Se aon d AS oda OH UOI 90 
Attention to detail ..................... 97 
Effectiveness, stone stock .............. 98 


In a genuine baptis 


па За а И pU bs ~ а 


er fire, a DB editor took the RM400 to a win in the 


fiercely competitive Veterans class at Saddleback Park. And, as we all know, 
the Vets class is a training ground for future Trans-AMA hopefuls. 


Clutch actuation 
mechanism has 
been moved from 
the brake side to 
the shift side, 
making it less 
vulnerable to 
damage. Lots of 
weight has been 
saved in the 
engine and 
efficient use of 
space is obvious. 
Pipe is well 
tucked in and no 
test riders 
reported warm 
legs when sliding 
forward on the 
slim tank. 


Sidestand is 
easily removable 
with two bolts. 
This gives the 
rider the option of 
quick removal 
and 
reinstallation. 
Pegs are good 
boot-grabbers. 
Nifty roller on top 
of arm keeps the 
soft aluminum 
from getting 
chewed up. 


$$ 


hunting when decelerating over that 
same bumpy terrain. This was 
especially noticeable when negotiating 
a downhill and braking. It wasn’t bad 
enough to spook the rider, but enough 
to let him know it was there. However, 
with the forks fully extended, this 
slightly nervous condition went away. 
It seemed to be a trade-off. If the rider 
set the bike up to turn well, it shook a 
bit when braking hard over bumps; and 
when it was set up to be stable over 
that condition, turning was sluggish. A 
trade-off. We chose to ride the bike 
with good turning manners and learned 
to live with the nervousness when 
braking. 


Suspension 

Lots of it, eh? Nearly a foot of travel 
at the rear and a fraction less up front. 
All truly bad bumps were taken quite 
comfortably in stride, with the rear end 
being superior to the front. Only very 
fussy riders will want to go for an 
accessory shock. 

Those forks must be rated as good, 
with the only minor shortcoming being 
a slight harshness on square-edged 
stutter bumps. We did not play around 
with oil changes and level variations. 
Most riders will be delighted with the 
suspenders. We've come a long way in 
the last few years. 

Forks can be tampered with almost 
to the point of nausea, if the rider so 
desires. Oil level, viscosity and 
pressures can all be varied to suit 
conditions. Most intelligent folks will 
merely leave them alone and 
concentrate on having a good time 
with the bike. 

There's some adjustability with the 
shocks, too. Rebound damping is 
adjustable at two positions, and three 
preload settings are available. After a 
few hours of riding, we bumped the 
preload. More time on the bike 
demanded yet another advance on the 
preload. Apparently, the springs in the 
shocks get tired early and sag. After a 
few months of ownership, a new RM 
owner will probably want to 
investigate accessory springs. 


Controls 

Everything is laid out nicely on the 
RM. Obviously, much thought went 
into this bike. Bars seem to fit most 
riders, and using the brakes and the 
shifter requires not much more than a 
stab in the right place. Just about the 
only changes we would make would be 
a longer throttle assembly and different 


chest back and forth. Rock forward, Allinall,the new RM provedtobea | levers. Traditionally, the Suzy 


and the front end would bite. very neutral handler. It did what the throttles have been on the short side 
Straighten up and the rider could hit rider told it to do. Nothing more and and most riders will get a raw thumb 
the throttle hard when exiting a turn nothing less. While the RM was (inside) from bumping up against the 
without fear of the rear end slipping relatively stable when accelerating housing. 

out. over bumpy ground, it was loose and (Continued on page 69) 
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Gorilla Snot Shootout - 


TIGHT 


A compleat primer in the use 


and abuse of thread-locking compounds 
By Paul Clipper 
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CAUTION: 


Most people never think of using a matter of fact, considering the amount | this: A couple of rides later, the 
thread-locking compound untilit'stoo | ofvibration that can be generated by vibration is back, so old Average revs 
late. The typical story is of a motor one loose bolt, the best thing to do is up the motor, takes a look down at the 
mount bolt that backs itself off and replace all of the motor mount bolts — | mount bolts, and seesthe one he spent 
then valiantly resists all attempts at before the rest start giving you trouble. | so much attention on spinning merry 
retightening, forcing the owner to But, Average Joe goes out and buys a circles. To make a long story short, it's 
resort to drastic measures. The proper tube of red Loctite, squirts some on obvious now that the bolt is shot, and 
thing to do at this time, believe it or there, then tightens it ''till she chances are the case holes are oval 


not, is to replace the offending bolt and | squeaks,” and calls it a day. The usual from the vibes. Also, the red stuff 
nut, and start all over again. Asa result of such slipshod maintenance is makes the shot bolt almost impossible 
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to remove, and Average goes off bad- 
mouthing Loctite, the type of metal 
used in his bolts, and the private life of 
the maker of his motorcycle. 

Sound familiar? I hope not. It only 
goes to show that the only way to keep 
from having problems is to do it right 
the first time, and know how to use all 
your tools. That's right, in this case we 
are referring to Loctite as a tool, and a 
darn good one too, when used properly. 


So, we decided to try to show you all 
the easily obtainable thread-locking 
compounds on the market, and tell you 
a bit about their proper use. In order to 
do this and give it a little flair, though, 
we had to have a gimmick, a good, 
definitive test to determine which one 
of these compounds does the best job. 
No sweat. 

We'd set up a piece of scrap 
aluminum stock with a bunch of 8nm 
holes in it, go out and buy some 
8x25mm bolts and nuts with flat 
washers, goop them all up, crank them 
down to a specific torque, and then, 
once cured, see how much torque it 
would take to break them loose. 
Simple and painless, and who's going 
to argue with the figures? 


Well, we learned a lot from that. All 
of the bolts broke loose at the same 
torque we applied when tightening 
them, or less. A failure? Not hardly. 
You see, they all broke loose at 
approximately the same torque, with 
one exception, but they all came off a 
lot stiffer than they went on. This tells 
us that the main job of these 
compounds is not to seize the nut and 
bolt together, forever and a day, but to 
effectively insulate said fasteners 
against vibration, the main cause of 
loosening in the first place. The one 
exception was Stud and Bearing Mount 
— red Loctite if you will — which 
came off a few foot-pounds higher than 
we set it, and then, after a few threads 
were cleared, it took twice the amount 
of torque to remove the nut, which is 
just what you'd want it to do if you 
were using it on a stud. 


We also tried a common lock 
washer, and a plain nut alone, as 
controls. The lock washer came loose 
at the same torque as applied, and the 
naked nut required almost half the 
amount of torque to remove, so don't 
take this too lightly. If a plain nut takes 
half the amount of torque to release, 
and a gooped nut takes no more than 
what you applied when tightening, 
you're probably getting just what you'd 
need to keep it tight in all but the most 
severe vibration cases. And if your bike 
vibrates that much, something is 
horribly wrong. 

It is also possible to lock a nut on by 
centerpunching the threads, but since 

(Continued on page 66) 


Semi-technical-type editor turns the 
torquer; note suspense-filled 
atmosphere. 


Loctite Lock N' Seal 

‘Blue Loctite,’’ probably the 
standard of theindustry, is useful in a 
large variety of applications. They 
call it Lock N' Seal because it's 
supposed to seal against air, oil, fuel, 
and hydraulic leaks, according to 
their package. This is the stuff that's 
easily removable, so it's good to use 
on sprocket bolts, case screws, side 
cover screws, and any place where 
you won't be using a wrench every 
day. They say that it sets up in 15 
minutes to three hours, depending on 
metal type, and a product called 
Klean N' Prime, made by the same 
people, will speed the cure up 
considerably. Just make sure 
everything's clean and it will work 
fine. 

In our test, it broke loose at 150 
inch-pounds, and then got 
progressively stiffer. It is available 
from almost any bike shop and auto 
parts store in the country. 


Suzuki Thread-Lock Cement 

Suzuki part number 99000-32040 
came to us late in the game, and we 
weren't able to learn very much about ` 
it. Calling itself a ''preventive of 
looseness of screws’’ on the label, the 
other side is written in Japanese, and 
isn't much help to us. In short, the 
instructions tell us to wipe off all oil, 
moisture and dirt, apply to threads 
and tighten, and it cures in 24 hours. 
And that's exactly what it did. It 
comes in a comparatively huge can, 
which should be a lifetime supply for 
normal people. It will work in all 
places calling for the use of blue 
Loctite — coil fixing bolts, side 
covers, etc. 

It worked reasonably well in the 
test, unlocking at 175 inch-pounds, 
tightening up for a millimeter or so, 
and then it came off as loose as you 
please, and all residue flaked off with 
little effort. Two things: It will 
probably work best if you use it 
liberally, and it's a good choice for 
fasteners that you occasionally have 
to retorque or adjust. Just remember 
to reapply it. 


quarter-inch aluminum, 8x25mm bolts 
and nuts, plenty of goop. 


PART NO, 


2114 


Lock N Seal. 


iun 
Bini; 


TAN 


Medium  strength-Remov- 
able. Locks nuts, bolts, 
screws and fittings. Seals 
against leaks. Prevents 
loosening and thread cor- 
говоп. 


| LOCTITE. 


M eq ни А 
MEE re "y 


CAUTION: MAY IRRI- 
TATE SENSITIVE SKIN. 
READ CAUTIONS ON 
BACK PANEL. 


NET .20 FL. 02. (6cc) 


PREVENTIVE OF LOOSENESS. 


THREAD:LOC 
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Dual-purpose machines always seemed 
that they were bikes made for the 
street, then transformed into scoots 
that could do duty in the dirt. Usually, 
these bikes are far happier on the 
smooth neighborhood streets, than 
over gnarly trails and paths. 

But in recent years, these bikes have 
been built with a little bit more of the 
dirt in mind. 

One of these bikes is the Yamaha 
DT250F. 

Sure, it's got the usual street stuff: 
battery, speedo, tach, large head and 
taillights, with the ignition key right in 
the center of the bars to remind you of 
the DT's purpose. But the close-set, 
rubber-mounted turn signals seem to 
say that just because they're 
mandatory, doesn't mean they can't be 
attractive and durable. 

Excellent off-road waterproofing and 
a torquey, down-low-and-grunt engine 
again point to a preference for dirt. 
While the suspension won't take any 
really hard pounding, it is nonetheless 
above average for moderate trail riding. 
Damping is supple, making the 
machine comfortable for long 
distances. 

A top speed of about 70 mph on the 
pavement equates to around 55-60 in 
anything soft, off-road. The engine 
doesn't pull very well in top rpm and 
falls flat at about 5500. Consequently, 
it won't pull fifth on loose ground. 


Bits and pieces 
Our pegs drooped a little, and more 
than one tester felt that they seemed 


228 


BOLT RE CERES TE 


Official" Duck’ Bike 


STRONGER THAN 


DIRT 


Yamaha DT250F 
By the 
Staff of Dirt Bike 


Styling is angular, but the bike has an airy appearance. 


a little awkward. 

The dual-purpose tires function 
reasonably well on hard-packed, fire- 
road-type terrain, but are too much of a 
street, trail trade-off for mud or sand. 
Additionally, the sidewalls are flimsy, 
so normally low, off-road pressures 
mean punishment for the rims. Around 
15 psi seems to be minimum for the 
dirt. 

A fuzzy foam filter, nearly foolproof 
in design, can be easily serviced 
without removing the seat. It’s behind 
the right side panel along with the 
tools — a complete set for routine 
maintenance. The injector oil tank and 
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Yamaha DT-250F 


ENGINE TYPE 
BORE AND STROKE 
DISPLACEMENT ... 
CARBURETION 
FUEL TANK CAPACITY ........... 8.5 liters 
(2.2 gallons) - 
Injection (1.2 quart 


Two-stroke single 
....70x64mm 


Constant mesh, 


five-speed 
CDI 


IGNITION 
WHEELBASE 4 
GROUND CLEARANCE 260mm 
(10.2 inches) 
122.7kg 
(270.5 pounds) 
INTENDED USE, MFR Dual-purpose 
COUNTRY OF ORIGIN 
DISTRIBUTOR 
PRICE (APPROX.) .................. $1474 


| THE TOTAL DG RACER 


CRI25R & 250 


eo 3 Dehandler levers 


23 Tank decals 
(not shown) 

2 Chromaloy bars 
18 JT filter 

4 Oakley II grips 
22 FIM side — 
panels 


16 34mm Mikuni ——— 
carburetor 
(125 only) 


12 51-56 tooth 
rear sprocket 
(125 only) 


10 19" > 
Dunlop 
K190 tire 


| 13 4520 chain > 
i. ES 


Please send me the following Also available for 125 only 


DG items: (not shown) 
(Specify CR125R. or 250  ) 18" gold rim @ So 
— 21" gold rim @ $42.00 
CHASSIS — 18" 8-gauge gold spokes 
1_ Air fork caps @ $16.00 @ $23.00 
2 Chromaloy bars @ $24.50 — 21" 8-gauge gold spokes 
3_ Dehandler Ee @ $23.00 
(red... or bk_) @ $9.00 pr. 
4 Oakley ll grips (red. bk... ENGINE 
y— or blue_) @ $4.50 14_ 19-fin head (125 only) 
5 12" crossbar pad (red_ @ $64.50 
y_ or blue_) @ $3.00 — Radial head (250 only) 
6_ Fork skins (1979 only)—red @ $84.50 
@ $9.00 15_ Expansion chamber (125) 
7_ Aluminum swing arm @ $85.00 
(includes bushings) — Expansion chamber (250) 
@ $159.50 @ $89.00 
8_ Swing arm bushings 16_ 34mm Mikuni carb 
@ $9.00 (125 only) @ $59.50 
9 .4.10x18" Dunlop K190 17_ Vototek ignition 
@ $35.00 (125 only) @ $69.50 


— 4.60x18" K190 @ $41.00 
10_ 3.00x21" K190 @ $32.50 
11_ 125 engine sprocket 

(specify 11 to 13 teeth.) 
@ $7.50 


18_ JT filter @ $9.00 
19_ DG cylinder porting 

@ $95.00 

(call or write for details) 
20_ Sleeve kit (125 only) 


12_ 125 rear sprocket (specify @ $130.00 
5010 Se teeth) ^ ACCESSORIES 


13_ #520 chain (125 only) 
@ $31.00 


21_ Cable saver number plate 
(red_ or w_) @ $5.50 


5 12" crossbar pad аа 


op um 


“~ 


11 11-13 tooth 
engine 

sprocket А 

(125 о nly) нах 


22_ FIM side panels 
(red_ or w_) @ $19.50 
23. Tank decal set - blue/white 
@ $6.00 


ENGINE KITS 


All kits include a DG T-shirt, 
jersey, hat, and Castrol R. 
— — 125 Pro Racing Kit 
@ $384.50 — 19-fin head, 
expansion chamber, 
34mm Mikuni carb, DG 
cylinder porting, JT filter, 
Mototek ignition 
— 125 Intermediate Kit 
@ $218.00- 19-fin head, 
expansion chamber, 
34mm Mikuni carb, JT filter 
— 100 Pro Racing Kit 
@ $480.00— Sleeved-down 
100 cylinder (from 125), 
19-fin head, expansion 
chamber, 32mm Mikuni 
carb, DG cylinder porting, 
JT filter, Mototek ignition. 
100cc items sold individually: 
___ 100cc 19-fin head @ $64.50 
— 100cc Expansion Chamber 
@ $85.00 
— 32mm Mikuni carb o $57.00 
— 100cc Sleeve Kit 
@ $195.00 


21 Cable saver 
number plate 


PERFORMANCE 
SPECIALTIES inc. 


1 Air fork caps 


15 Expansion 
chamber 


6 Fork skins 
(not shown) 


DG Performance 
Specialties Inc. 
1170 Van Horne, 


Anaheim, CA 92806, VISA 
(714) 630-5471 

TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED 5___ 
(California residents add 6% sales tax) 

Charge my Master Charge VISA 
Card # Exp. Date 
Name 

Address 

City State Zip. 
Signature. 


Offer valid for continental USA only. Freight included. 
Sorry, no COD. 


ES] 
D QI PERFORMANCE SPECIALTIES inc. 


For more information about DG acces- 
sories, equipment, and apparel, send 
$3.00 for the 1979 DG Catalog and Book 
of Tricks. 


Official bike of the “Duck” 


What he needed was a fully street- 

legal, fully-complies-with-all-the- 
laws-of-the-land (wherever that may 
be) motorcycle with dirt riding 
capabilities. 

He had to have a bike with a 
speedometer, plus something that 
was reliable, required low 
maintenance and got good gas 
mileage. 

He is the Phantom Duck, and the 
Yamaha DT250F fits his 
requirements just fine. Yamaha 
agreed to furnish the Duck with a 
DT250 for his work in mapping many 
of the desert trails and fireroads in his 
fight to save our riding areas. 

A more aggressive tire pattern, one 

_closer to a knobby, is the only change 
planned for the machine before the 
Duck tackles the dez on it. 

Thanks are extended to Yamaha 

. Motor Corporation. Quack! Quack! 
And don’t look back! 0 
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Louvers in front fender slow down 
the goop, but let through cooling air 
to the cylinder. 


EE 


License plate holder, taillight 
assembly and turn signals are quite 
durable. They'll take a lot of 
crashing. 


Smallish 28mm carb has large nylon 
button on adjusting screw for easy 
idle adjustments. 


battery are located under the left side 
panel. 

One neat feature is the section of 
louvers cut in the trailing half of the 
front fender. When riding on the street, 
the fender blocks some of the cooling 
air to the cylinder, because you can 
travel long distances without ever 
moving the bars. These louvers allow 
the air to go through, but block most of 


Modest travel, leading axle forks 
exhibit good damping characteristics. 


V WC ни 
Quick-change rear wheel assembly 


features snail adjusters on 
monoshock swingarm. 


Cil injection feeds into port in carb 
instead of the intake manifold or 
cylinder. 


AES vid T 


the mud and splash. Nice. 
Conclusion 

It's a moderate performer with 
above-average suspension and some 
nice features. For.those who have to 
dual it both ways, Yamaha offers a 250 
that works reasonably well on and off. 
Combined with the stone reliability of 
past DT250s, it has to be rated as one of 
the top machines in its class. (] 


The gold/palladium tip “G” plug. 
| The U-groove Hot "U* 
Put ‘em together and what do you get? 


sm _ а 


When ND designed the "GU" plug, we had one 
thing in mind: Remarkable performance. 

To get it, we combined two of the most revo- 
lutionary ideas in spark plug history: Our Hot “U” 
plug's U-groove ground electrode, and our "G^ 
plug's thin (1.0 mm vs. the normal 2.5 mm) fine 
wire center electrode. 

What we ended up with is a plug that delivers 
such great performance, even we can hardly 
believe it. 

The "GU" gives you superior ignition. 

And for that, you can mostly thank the special 
gold/palladium alloy we use to make the center 
electrode tip. It allows us to make the electrode tip 
thinner and still make it durable. (Note the differ- 
ence between our Hot “U” tip and our "GU" tip in 
the illustration.) 

That thin electrode attracts electricity better 
— just as a thin lightning rod attracts lightning 
better. So you get superior ignitability. And a marked 
reduction in misfiring. 

Of course the U-groove does its part, too. It 
delivers a larger and hotter flash front. So the plug 
fires better, whether the mixture is lean or not. 


The "GU" gives you faster starting. And quicker 
acceleration. 

Just check the chart below. 

You ll find that during starting and idling, the 
"GU "helps your bike start easier and idle smoother, 
because it requires less voltage. 

And at higher RPM 5, it provides quicker spark 
for faster acceleration. 


I Conventional 
| Plug 


Sparking Voltage (kv) 


IPressure: 6Kg/cm? (85 
¡Spark gap: .032" 


END A ар а ee fa Lm 
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Center Electrode Diameter (ттф ) 


The "GU" gives you better fuel economy. 

With the improved ignitability, it's possible to 
tune your engine for a leaner mixture. 

So you'll save gas. And you won't sacrifice 
performance. 
The "GU" gives you the ultimate in high perfor- 
mance. Whether you ride a bike or a snowmobile. 

Check into the "GU" today. 

Be prepared for great performance. And be pre- 
pared to watch the competition get out of the way. 


GU PLUG CONVERSION CHART 


THREAD HEAT 
SIZE RANGE ND CHAMPION NGK 


HOT | W20ES-GU 
W22ES-GU N-4G 
14mm W24ES-GU N-3G 
reach А" W27ES-GU | N2G, N86G 
W29ES-GU | N59G, N84G 
COLD | W3IES-GU | N57G, N82G 
14mm HOT W16EP-GU 
reach 34" | W20EP-GU 
project 
type COLD | W22EP-GU 
OT 


H W20FS-GU L-9G 
| W22FS-GU | 1-66, 1-46 


14mm 


teach 14" W24FS-GU L-3G 


W27FS-GU L-2G 
COLD | W31FS-GU L-55G 


12mm HOT | X20FS-GU P-8G D6HV 
reach 4" | COLD | X24FS-GU P-7G D8HV 
12mm HOT | X22ES-GU D7EV 
reach 4" | COLD | X24ES-GU R-6G EV 
10mm HOT | U20FS-GU 

reach 4" | COLD | U22FS-GU | 2-106, 2-76 | C7HV 


Nippondenso of Los Angeles, Inc. 


857 East 230th Street 
Carson, California 90745 


Best Performance 
in an On/Off-Road Series. 
The 1979 Honda XLs. 


Sound like we're handing you a 
line? We are. The best and big- 
gest line of dual-purpose motor- 
cycles going. The Honda XLs. 

Street sweet. Dirt worthy Good- 
time transportation alternatives. 
Six bikes designed to do the work 
of twelve. 


Super Tech Starts Here. 


W/hen you talk about the broad 
capabilities and fun of Honda's XLs, 
you're also talking about advanced 
motorcycle technology. Honda Total 
Concept Engineering. Each compo- 
nent system-designed to harmonize 
on a specific bike. 


XL Excellence. 


A tech check on the three biggest 
XLs tells the story. Diamond frames 


that use the engine as a chassis 
member for increased rigidity. Hot- 
sparking, maintenance-free CD igni- 
tion. Automatic compression releases. 
Long-travel suspension with leading- 
axle forks. And inverted, lay-down, 
gas-charged rear shocks. 

Special Honda-designed dual- 
purpose tires give you claw action 
in dirt, smooth ride on pavement. 
And Honda gives you an unequalled 
reputation for four-stroke reliability 
and economy. 


XL500S. The New King Single. 


Its here at last. Traditional big 
single virtues, like massive torque 
and broad powerband. Easier to 
kick over, thanks to the automatic 
compression release. The big-bore, 
short-stroke, four-valves-per-cylinder 


design makes it a free breather. And 
dual engine vibration counterbal- 
ancers make it a pleasure to ride. 

The XL500S is a street bike of 
exceptional character. And it's a dirt 
bike that can do it all, from after- 
noons at the cycle park to bike-camp- 
ing excursions into the high piney 
woods or the wilds of lower Baja. 

Check the credentials. More sus- 
pension travel than any competing 
dual-purpose machine. A 23-inch 
front wheel. And 10.2 inches of 
ground clearance. 

This is the one you've been 
waiting for. The civilized big 
single. With more spirit than 
anything in its class. 


XL250S. Same Story, 
Mid-size. || 


For the rider who wants all 
the XL500S advanced tech- 
nology features in a mid- 
sized package, the 
XL250S has no equal. 

It's the machine that 
rewrote state-of-the-art 


for dual-purpose motorcycles. The 
one that was first on the scene 
with exclusive touches like the 
23-inch front wheel for improved 
tracking, steering and braking. 


XL185S. Another New Face. 


If you want to go lighter still, 
here's another new way to do it. 
A responsive 180 cc single, the only 
four-stroke in its class. New frame 
and suspension, with longer legs 
than any comparable machine. 

It's a lean and nimble setup 
that can get a beginner going — 
and still satisfy a veteran. 


AEG 


XL125S, XL100S, XL75. 
Little Doesn't Mean 
Less Fun. 
A When it comes to novice and mp um xxn: 
smaller riders, we've still got you members, they're equipped for the Always wear a helmet and eye 
covered. With three street. And full of fun off road. protection. Keep lights on. Model availability 
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lightweights that are all The Honda XLs. Technically may be limited. XL185S, Х 1255, XL100S and XL75 
XL. from diamond advanced. True dual-purpose are designed for operator use only. For free bro- 
d З chure, write: American Honda Motor Co., Inc., 
frames to proven bikes that are neat on the Street Dept. DB49XL, Box 50, Gardena, CA 90247. 
OHC singles. Like and also like to play dirty The fun сее Yellow Pages for nearest Honda dealer. 
the senior family starts at your Honda dealer. © 1979AHM. 


HONDA 


GOING STRONG! 


Honda CR125R Elsinore 


THE 


WAITING 15 
OVER 


Everybody's been waiting so long for 
the new 125 Honda to come out, that 
no matter what the bike was like, it 
could never live up to all of the rumors 
circulated. In the last two years, we 
heard just about everything regarding 
the soon-to-be-all-conquering baby 
Elsinore. Thirteen inches of travel, 
front and rear, said one source. It's 
going to be a real feather, said another. 
Buckets of horsepower and an eight- 
speed gearbox, said yet another inside 
contact. 

Hmmmph. 

What we ended up with was a more 
or less conventional 125 racer, with 
nothing genuinely radical about it. It 
has some excellent engineering 
features and a few alarming flaws. 

The one flaw that we found almost 
inexcusable, was the way the bike 
handled in the corners. Steering 
accuracy was in never-never land. One 
of the things that makes most 125s 
delightful to ride, is the ability to plant 
the front wheel anywhere you want to, 
with not much more than a nod of the 
head required from the rider. 

To get the CR125R to go exactly 
where you want it, takes gymnastic- 
type movements from the rider and a 
silent prayer or two to the gods. Part of 
the problem, we feel, is the use of a 
23-inch front wheel. When the bike is 
leaned over, the largish wheel just sort 
of flops and falls to the inside. In loose 
dirt or sand, this behavior is modified 
and more pronounced. 

However, when smacking into 


berms, the 125 doesn't seem to work 
all that bad. Sudden directional 


After two years of 


rumors, we find out the facts 
By the Staff of Dirt Bike 


changes come easily and the bike feels 
very light. Taking into consideration 
that many motocross tracks are 
nothing more than short straights with 
walls of death at the end of each 
straight, the CR will hold its own. On a 
European-type track, though, where 
precision in the turns is required, the 
Honda will prove to be a handful. 

The one place where the big front 
hoop seems to help, is over sharp- 
edged bumps placed closely together. 
The kinds of bumps, in fact, that are 
found entering and exiting most 
corners. We call them stutter bumps. 


Suspension 

The action of the forks was decent. 
Some harshness was felt from the 
forks, but as they got some time on 
them, they loosened up considerably 


and the action got smoother. After the 
first riding session, we drained out 
whatever oil was in and poured in some 
good five-weight fork oil. This seemed 
to take that last bit of harshness out 
completely and we ended up with a 
satisfactory set of forks. No air caps are 
on the CR. 

We wish the rear end could have 
been cured as easily. Those longish 
shocks look like the same sort of 
hardware found on the bigger Elsinore. 
And they work the same. In other 
words, they don't. Not only is the 
action of the shocks harsh over stutter 
bumps, but the shocks bottom easily. 
We suspect the shock design relies on 
fairly heavy compression damping. 
The very light springs tend to bear this 
out. Only when the bike is hitting 
deep, rolling-type bumps, does the 
CR125 rear end seem to stroke 
properly, and then, the bottoming 
accompanies full travel for even the 
lightest test riders. 

We wouldn't recommend that you 
waste any time or money trying 
different springs. Simply replace those 
shocks at once. This may not be as easy 
as it sounds, because not many 
companies make shocks in the 17-inch 
range. Fox does, but we're talking 
about a very expensive set of 
professional shocks and the necessary 
accompanying hardware. . . gauges and 
bottles, etc. Works Performance has 
shocks in the right length, but they're 
not free either. Which leaves the rider 
faced with an almost immediate 
purchase to make. While the CR125 
can be raced in stock configuration, the 
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rear end will pound the rider badly and 
the chattering action over stutter 
bumps will cause a serious lack of 
control and traction. 


An all-new motor 

Just about nothing is carried over 
from the older 125s to the new one. It's 
a compact, extremely light engine 
(under 40 pounds without the carb), 
and well thought out. Perhaps the best 
word that can be used in describing the 
engine is tiny. It looks almost like a 
toy. 

Honda chose to go with a rather mild 
motor. The CR125 is a good five 
horsepower off the frantic RM125. This 
gets demonstrated rather clearly in a 
drag race with an RM. We had some 
starts against a YZ and an RM during a 
test session. While the CR ran right 
alongside the YZ, the RM would pull it 
by three lengths to the first turn. . . 
every time. 

Still, the CR made decent power in 
the mid-range. Unfortunately, revs 
build slowly, and if the rider allowed 
the bike to fall below its most effective 
working range, it seemed to take a long 
time to get things working again. On a 
hard-packed, dry track, the kind of 
power that the Elsinorc produced 
would make the bike easier to ride than 
a bike like the RM, but under that 
condition, the aforementioned 
handling shortcomings would nullify 
the smooth power. Truly a paradox. 


Knobs, or is that knobbettes? 

Like the larger Elsinore, the 125 
comes with the new Claw Action tires 
— aHonda exclusive. While these tires 
are very light and offer excellent 
straight-line traction, they just don’t 
seem to have good bite under a side 
load, unless the surface is ideal. The 
Claw Action tires are designed to flex 
and grab the ground, but when the 
stresses generated from hard cornering 
hit the tires, the sidewalls roll under 
and a severe wiggle can be felt. 

It's too bad the Honda engineers 
couldn't have figured out a way to get 
some of that excellent straight-line 
traction converted to cornering 
traction. In all fairness, though, the 
Claw Action tires did give remarkable 
bite as long as the bike was straight up 
and down. In fact, we climbed some 
powdery hills quite easily because of 
the excellent tractile qualities of the 
tires. 

Lowering the tire pressure only 
worsened the condition on side load 
skittering. Apparently, the Claw 
Action tires have to run a fairly high 
pressure to keep from distorting the 
sidewalls. We got best results in the 
14-15 psi range. Oh yes... the tires 

worked quite well in mud, which 


Engine looks almost tiny in the roomy 
frame. Less carb, actual weight of 
bright red motor is under 40 pounds. 
Finning looks on the smallish side. 


As per usual Honda practice, the 
CR125R is loaded with decals warning 
the rider of just about everything. Bars 
had an odd feel, being high and angled 
sharply forward. When riders rotated 
them back for greater comfort, the ends 
then sloped down like a divining rod. 
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Claw Action tires are a 
Honda/Bridgestone joint effort. While 
straight-line traction is excellent, the 
tires roll badly under heavy side loads. 


Forks had 11 inches of travel and did a 
decent job on the bumps. New caps on 
axle are four-bolt pattern and very 
strong. This should help keep fork flex 
to a minimum. 


A bit of new and old: 
kickstarter is ultra-light 
aluminum alloy, while the 
Honda is the only 1979 
MXer on the market with 
outdated, non-FIM-type 
side panels. Strange. 


Shocks are long and angle 
sharply forward. Like the 
suspenders on the 250, 
they appear to have 
excessive rebound 
damping and early 
sagging springs. Most 
riders will seek a 
replacement rear 
suspension. 


Honda CR125R Elsinore 


ENGINE TYPE .. . Single-cylinder, two-stroke, 


DISPLACEMENT 124cc 
HORSEPOWER (CLAIMED By FACTORY): 


4 at 9500 rpm 
CARBURETION domm Keihin 
FACTORY RECOMMENDED JETTING: 


Main jet 


Fixed, not adjustable 
Standard 
60 


Slide number 
RECOMMENDED GASOLINE . 
92 to 100 octane rating 
RECOMMENDED OIL (MER. јаве Нопда 
two-cycle oil 
FUEL TANK CAPACITY ........... 6.5 liters 
(1.72U.S. gallons) 
Aluminum 


. Premium — 


GAS/OIL RATIO 
LUBRICATION .. 
OIL CAPACITY .. 
AIR FILTRATION . “Oiled foam 
CLUTCH TYPE . Wet, multi-plate 
TRANSMISSION . . Six-speed, constant mesh 
SEARBOX RATIOS 


IGNITION 
PRIMARY KICK SYSTEM? 
RECOMMENDED SPARK PLUG 
B9EV, Champion N-59G 
SILENCER/SPARK ARRESTOR/QUALITY: 
Silencer only, average 
EXHAUST SYSTEM ....High-pipe, right side 
FRAME, TYPE Chrome moly, single 
downtube, split cradle 
1420mm (55.9 inches) 


indicates that they just might make a 
very good enduro or trail riding tire. We 
rode on a sloppy track for a short period 
of time and were quite pleased with 
how well they hooked up under that 
condition. 


Bits and pieces 

Shifting was smooth and easy and far 
superior to the action of the 250 
Elsinore gearbox. The lever itself was 
on the short side, demanding that it be 
positioned low. Too low for our tastes. 
Riders with anything over a size nine 
foot griped about the length. 

Both brakes worked well, with no 
grabbiness felt at either end. The brake 
pedal had a protective rod of some sort 
on it. For what reason, we cannot 
discern. Almost every rider mentioned 
that it irritated them and rubbed 
against their boot. You can saw it off or 
just bend it in out of the way if you 
like, though. 

The gas tank is high, slim and tiny, 
holding only 1.7 gallons of pre-mix. As 
usual, the gas cap is pathetically small 
and just about nothing fits in to aid 
filling the gas tank. It'sa pain to carry a 
funnel around with you all the time. 

Fenders are gracefully designed and 
made of flexible plastic, which is as it 
should be. Side plates are old-style, 
with a fair bulge in them where they 
cover the top shock mounts. It doesn't 


TIRE SIZES 
Frontier 3.00x23 knobby (Claw Action 
pattern lugs) 
Аеаг 2: 4.00x18 knobby (Claw Action 


pattern lugs) 

SUSPENSION 
Front, type and travel . . . Telescopic, forward 
axle, 11.0 inches 
Swingarm, slant 
shocks, 11.0 inches 
Motocross, 


COUNTRY OF ORIGIN 

PRICE, APPROX 

PARTS PRICES, HIGH-WEAR ITEMS 
Piston assembly, complete $36 


Shift lever . 

Brake pedal . 

Front sprocket . 
DISTRIBUTOR ... 

American Honda Motor Co., Inc. 

100 West Alondra Blvd. 

Gardena, California 
OVERALL RATING, FROM 0 TO 100, 
VARIOUS CATEGORIES, KEEPING 
INTENDED USE OF MACHINE IN MIND: 

Handling ... 

Suspension . 

Power .... 

Cost 

Attention to detail 

Effectiveness, stone stock 


but sure looks lumpy when viewing 
from above. 

We liked the saddle. It was firm, but 
well-shaped, and let the rider move 
around comfortably. 

Only one tester liked the bars, and 
he was on the tall side. Everyone else 
thought they were too high and had an 
awkward bend. Grips were small and 
good and Honda's own design. 

The high, right-side-mounted pipe 
was tucked in nicely and out of harm's 
way. A narrow, but longish, muffler 
kept the noise levellow for a racing 
bike. 

Lots of use of aluminum is obvious 
throughout the machine. Even the 
kickstarter is made of aluminum. The 
bike looks lighter than it really is, but a 
trip to the disgustingly accurate DB 
scales reveals the truth: a fraction over 
200 pounds dry. 

We felt some flex in the swingarm. 
No doubt there'll be an aluminum arm 
for sale before the ink is dry on this 
paper. That should trim some more 
weight off the CR. It might also have a 
different bottom shock mount, letting 
the rider have a greater choice of 
accessory shocks. 

You'll find a chrome liner on the 
barrel, so keep the filter fresh and clean 
or face up to the fact of buying a new 
barrel if grit gets in. This also helps 
keep weight down. 

Finning is on the small side on both 


the barrel and the head. We suspect 
that under hot weather running, an 
accessory head will be needed. 
Especially in sandy areas, which really 
sap power and bring up engine heat. 

Our pegs sagged downward quickly. 
Now, we realize that the average dirt 
bike rider stands about 5'8'' and 
weighs in at 220 or so, but 125 riders 
usually tip the scales at a lesser weight. 
Even so, the test riders in our first 
photo session (A.J. Whiting and John 
Rudder) didn't weigh over 145 and they 
had the pegs drooping a bit after several 
hours of riding. 

Servicing the air filter was 
something we avoided like the plague. 
Nothing is easy to get to, but the total 
package appears quite waterproof. By 
comparison, the YZ air cleaner setup is 
simple. 

A CDI provides the spark and it made 
the CR a rather easy starter. Usually, 
no more than one or two brisk stabs 
were needed to get things stirred up 
and firing. 

A six-petal reed (Honda-designed) 
accepts gas from a 32 millimeter carb. 
No rejetting was required, even though 
we rode the bike on one very cold day 
and several warmish days. 

The countershaft sprocket and the 
swingarm pivot are very close to each 
other, eliminating the need for any 
chain tensioners. We still tossed the 
chain twice, but think that this was 
caused by swingarm flex, rather than 
any fault in c/s locations. 

Chain is 520, which is plenty for a 
125; 

The bike is tall for a 125, with the 
seat height at almost 36 inches. Short 
riders will have to work hard at getting 
on the bike. 

Overall, the CR125 is a handsome 
bike, with red paint and plastic 
everywhere. 


A long, hard look at the CR125R 

Summing it up, one must conclude 
that the package is too little, too late. 
To run with the big boys, much hop-up 
work will have to be done. The mellow 
powerband must give way to a more 
hyper motor, like the RM. 

As it stands, a KX or an RM will 
seriously pull the CR on a decent 
straight, or uphill. It can run with the 
new YZ in a drag race, but the new YZ 
handles better than the CR. 

Two years ago, the CR would have 
been the way to go. They waited too 
long to bring this bike out and in the 
interim, the competition spurted into a 
commanding lead. 

Perhaps Honda made the engine 
tractable and torquey to suit the 
Novice or Beginner rider. We don't 
know. We do know that these are the 
only classes where the 1979 CR125R 
will be competitive. [0 


seem to bother you when you ride it, 
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SUPERDOME 


JUNE 2ND, 8 PM. 
(Gates open 6:30) 


Get down to New Orleans, because you're invited to the world's 
largest indoor moto-cross, and the Mardi-Cros weekend party. 


e |t all begins Friday night, June 1 at 8 P M. on the riverboat 
"PRESIDENT" for a river cruise party. Lock handlebars 
with Hannah, Tripes, Smith, Wienert, Tony D. and all the 
factory riders, and jam down the Mississippi, New Orleans 
style. Also meet the pro mechanics, pit tootsies and press. 


10.50 Res. 
5.25 Kids 


7.50 Gen. Adm. 
3.75 Kids 


BONUS! See Practice Free! Get a $2 early entry pass with 
each $15 or $10.50 ticket (Adults or kids). Offer good for 
-mail orders only. KIDS — Under 12 


HONDA. 
SCOTT 


и gem 
m OCs 
ЕЕ лань З 


• On Saturday night at 8 P. M. the party gets serious as all the 
top MX pros explode onto the SUPERDOME'S SUPERTRACK 
for a civil war SUPERCROSS. The world’s largest enclosed 
stadium puts all the action on overhead instant replay 
screens, so you Can see every zap and crash again, in 
slow motion. 

e After the race, the Mardi-Cros Party moves into the 
FRENCH QUARTER for victory celebrations, bar stool 
racing and all that jazz. If you're going to make a National 
race this year, this is THE one to make. Send for tickets now! 
For more information call 504-866-4563 


# Tickets Track Area (A, B, C, etc.) Price Total 
RIVER CRUISE PARTY 6.50 
(only 1500 tickets) Handling _.50 . 
joa  ——— 


Mail money order, certified, or cashier's check to: 

TURNSTILE PROMOTIONS INC. 

7804 MAPLE ST. 

NEW ORLEANS, LA. 70118. А 
Orders received after Мау 19 or without 50€ handling 
will be held in your name at Superdome WILL-CALL. 


NAME PHONE 

ADDRESS 

CITY STATE = ee 
ZIP... VISA/MC tt EX. DATE — === 


9900000000000000000000000000000000000000000 
€909090000000000000000000000000000000000000000 


DB 


Project DR370 E 
Part lil edi 


it's getting worse 
By the 
Editors of Dirt Bike 


Last month, we emerged from a we left Champion Frames, Mike Konle | frame. Before we started the fun parts 
nightmare with Project DR370. was shaking his head and wondering of bolting plastic and such in place, we 
Somehow, we ended up with our four- why he agreed to make the engine had to reinstall the short straight 
stroke engine mounted in an RM swap. tubing under the backbone of the top 
frame. It wasn't easy and we would not But, here we are, with our thumper frame tube. Failure to do this would 
recommend that anyone try it. When professionally mounted in thelight RM | have meant almost certain frame 
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Even though the big four-stroke engine looks like a tight 


fit, it can be easily removed. 


breakage of the spine of the bike. 
Additionally, this tube serves as a coil 
mounting bracket. 

We already had the RM forks and 
aluminum installed. A set of the new 
Andre double-wall bars was slipped in 
place and we hung the bike up ona 
work stand and went about the 
business of putting our jigsaw together. 

We chose to stay with the standard 
DR370 wheels, front and rear. Even 
though the rear rim is narrower than an 
RM rim, we feel it's strong enough; 
too, we wanted to keep the weight to à 
minimum. Our target is to get a bike 
that weighs in under 230 pounds, with 
a dry tank, and oil in the forks and 
engine. 


For now, we'll stick with the stock 
RM shocks, but they're on the heavy 
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We'll have to hand-form our own exhaust system, as no 


one makes anything even remotely close to what we need. 


side. We'll go for a replacement shock 
later downstream. This should trim off 
three to four more pounds. 

Well, at this point, we figured we 
had all the hard stuff done. The rest of 
the job should be a piece of cake, we 
thought, as we rubbed our hands 
together in anticipation. 

People, let us give you a fair bit of 
advice: don't ever try anything like this 
project. We not only bit off more than 
we could chew, we bit off more than 
our little pea-brains could handle. 

Even the stuff we figured would be 
easy, turned into a nightmare. One 
example was the air box. Naturally, we 
bolted an RM air box in the RM frame. 
However, when we got the carb on the 
big four-stroke motor and took a look 
at the space between the carb mouth 


and the air cleaner box inlet, we almost 
gagged. Not only was the mouth of the 
air box about six inches lower than the 
carb venturi, it accomplished this in 
less than the space of four inches. 

This meant taking the air box from 
the DR370 and adapting it to fit into 
the RM frame. And this meant 
fabrication of brackets, drilling, etc. 

At this point we realize that the bike 
is no longer a rational exercise, but 
more of an experiment in four-stroke 
trickery. We hope to end up with an 
absolute dynamite bike that just might 
be duplicated by Suzuki in the next 
year or so. 


Next month, we hope to have the 
damn thing actually rolling. [0 


‘tread:design and со 
‘to conquer specific ~ 


types of terrain. 


For fast getaways andicontrolon ~; 
straightaways, turns and jumps, you 
need tires with deep biting edges and 
sure grip ...no matter what the riding 
conditions or terrain. „виле ee 
Dunlop - whose tires powered 


motorcycles to more firsts, seconds, ааа Ў 
and thirds thanany other tire brand +" 


in the 1978 Nationals (125, 250 and 
500CC), CMC Golden State Series, 
Supercross Series, Trans-A.M.A. and · 


U.S. Grand Prix Events - has designed ~“ 


not one, but three Motocross and 
Enduro tires. 


K190: The all-purpose tire : 
The key to the IK190's all-around per- 
formance is a unique tread design 
that features small, rectangular 
"dimples" molded into each tread 
block. This gives you eight biting 
edges on every knob instead of four, 
providing traction in sand, mud or 
‘blue groove.” 


CONVENTIONAL TIRE K190SPORTS 


Add the flexible, resilient com- 
pound, big reinforced shoulder 
blocks and a rim saver that protects 
against rocks and stones, and you 
have the best all-around Motocross / 
Enduro tire value available. When 
you price it, you'll buy it - no matter 
what size you need, from mini-moto- 
cross to open class. 


K88: The ultimate soft terrain tire. 
As with other Dunlop motorcycle 
tires, the success of K88, particularly 
in competitions where soft conditions 
prevail, can be attributed to its design. 
While there are five knobs in each 
row, as in a traditional tread pattern, 


More cycles ride on Dunlop 
than any other tire in the world. 


the knobs A 
have been A 
offset. This align- 
ment, pioneered by 
Dunlop, allows each 
knob to dig into the 
terrain following a slightly 
different line than the one 
preceding it. This, combined with a 
harder compound, puts more trac- 
tion edges in contact with the earth 
per tire revolution. And, the knobs : 
are spaced to clear mud and loose 
ground from the tread. 


K88HT: Specially designed for hard 
terrain. For "blue groove" surfaces, 
you need even more rubber in con- 
tact with the ground than for 
medium-to-soft conditions. The 
Dunlop K88HT is your tire. 

Featuring a wider profile, the 
K88HT also uses an offset knob 
arrangement. However, the knobs are 
placed much closer together than 
those in the K88, to give even more 
contact needed for hard terrain. And 
the compound is softer than the 
K88. This combination results in 
more driving edges and rubber-to- 
ground contact necessary for the 
unyielding conditions of hard terrain. 


The shoulder knobs were strength- 
ened by adding more rubber, to help 
prevent knob rollover when corner- 
ing on "blue groove" 

The Dunlop K190, K88 and K88HT 
- three first-class knobbies - proven 
winners in Motocross and Enduro 
events around the world. One of 
them is your ticket to winning. 


РО. Box 1109 
Buffalo, N.Y. 14240 
716-879-8200 


_ “The biggest difference 


and a stock 


The fenders? Yep, it seems 
The Man likes his fenders better 
than the stock kind. 

Other than that, Roger says 
the out-of-the-crate RM is as 
good as his works machine. In 
fact, he claims, "...the new stock 
aluminum swing arm is better 
than mine” 

So how come his bike costs 
so much more? According to 


Roger it's the expensive light- 
weight metals used in his ВР 
bike. (Despite the exotic metals, 
Rogers bike only weighs about 
10 pounds less than a stock 
RM-400.) “But the main stuff, 
power and suspension, are 
basically the same" 


between my works bike 
is the fenders?’ 


He's right. do the above mentioned RMs. Hmmmm. We agree with 

His bike uses a Power Reed™ His bike has a G.P tank . Roger Theres hardly any 
mill. So do the stock RMs. which allows the rider to shift his difference at all. 

His bike has about 12 inches weight farther forward for better But we do disagree with 
of travel front and rear. The stock control. So do the stock RMs. The Man about one thing. 
RM-125, 250 and 400 all boast His bike is equipped with a We think the stock fenders 
over 11 inches front and rear. full floating rear brake, heavy are kind of nifty. 

His bike has front air forks duty chain tensioner and a 
that are infinitely adjustable. So G.P Number Plate with a non- 


snagging cable guide. So are i 
most of the stock RMs. 22 


The Legend Lives On 


THE KING 
KUTIT? 


When the TT500 was introduced four 
years ago it was met with applause and 
accolades. At 262 pounds (dry weight), 
it was considered light for a four-stroke 
single. 

In street trim (the XT model) it was 
only about ten pounds lighter than 
Honda's XL350, but the TT's strong 
point was the manner in which it was 
packaged. Offered as a stripped-down 
dirt mount, it was equipped with 
knobbies and number plates, but sans 
headlight, batteries and the rest of the 
DOT junk. 

Here was the return of the Grand Old 
Single. It was a man’s machine. It took 
an authoritative leg to fire the G.O.S. 
Its shortcomings were overlooked by 
the thumper zealots who lined up to 
buy it. 

Each year since then, the story has 
been much the same. Through modest 
changes to the basic unit, the TT 
gained nine pounds, a little more travel 
and ground clearance and a hard-core 
following that continued to queue up 
in the showrooms for each successive 
model. 

Last year's modelran true to this 
form. Yamaha didn't have any 
leftovers at the end of the model year, 
and some dealers were buying TTs 
from overstocked dealers in other parts 
of the U.S. A legend was being spun 
around '"The King." 

With this string of wins, why should 
Yamaha change their successful 
formula? 

Well, they haven't? 


Yamaha TT500F 


By the 
Staff of Dirt Bike 


TT500 yet. 


For '79, the TT500F feels pretty 
much like the same old TT we all 
know and remember. With the 
exception of an aluminum swingarm 
and leading axle forks, the TT remains 
basically unchanged. They have even 
gone back to the customer's most 
popular color — the orange on black 
from the TT500D. 


Changes 

Don't get us wrong. There are a 
number of changes — all of them quite 
valid. It's just that there don't seem to 
be any changes once the bike is ridden. 
We'll get into that later. First, the 
differences. 

Up front, a complete leading axle 
fork assembly is the news. With the 
new tubes and sliders, come four-bolt 
triple clamps with set-back bar 
mounts. With this change in mounting 
position, the bars, shorter by 1.2 
inches, still provide the necessary 


leverage. The perplexing aspect of the 
fork switch, is that front wheel travel 
is not increased. It's the same 7.7 
inches that it has been for the last few 
years. 

While Yamaha was up front, they 
decided to pull back the steering head, 
reducing the rake and trail to 29 
degrees, 20 minutes and 125mm (4.9 
inches) respectively. This makes a 
decided difference in the weight 
distribution by moving the centerline 
of the crank closer to the front axle. 

Out back, the suspension geometry 
and travel remain substantially 
unchanged, even with the addition of 
the new aluminum swingarm. The arm 
isn't apparently longer, but it does 
seem stronger than last year's wimpy 
steel one. A plastic mud guard keeps 
spinning crud from fouling the chain. 

A completely new rear brake setup 
accompanies the swingarm. A new rear 
brake lever pulls over the swingarm 
pivot and helps eliminate much of the 
pedal '‘waffling’’ that led to imprecise 
rear braking on the older models. 

Added to that is a new one-piece, 
quick-disconnect brake rod that is 
routed over the top of the swingarm. It 
pulls the brake actuating arm over the 
axle, improving ground clearance. The 
loss of the two-piece hinged brake rod 
will be mourned by no one. 

With this change in brake arm 
location, a new hub was necessary. 
This new hub features the tongue-in- 
groove attachment method that 
Yamaha favors, which completely 


APRIL 1979/ DIRT BIKE 


57 


eliminates the torque arm. 
Unfortunately, the use of a snail 
adjuster and the quick-release wheel 
found on the IT-DT Yams is not 
possible with the aluminum arm. But 
this setup is still preferable to past TT 
brake design. 

Carburetion on the TTSOOF is 
through the same VM-34 Mikuni with 
push/pull throttle actuation — with 
one exception. This year, anew 
"starting aid knob'' is fitted to help 
with hot starting. It is basically a ''fast 
idle’’ device located in the center of the 
idle adjust screw. When the rod is 
pushed up it opens the slide very 
slightly, leaning the start mixture. 
Pushing to the ''on'' position is easy, 
but it usually requires both hands to 
return it to normal, especially after 
getting the device wet or dirty. If you 
pull with one hand and twist the 
throttle closed against it, then it can be 
returned to ''off."" But it is sometimes 
frustrating. Hot starting is still not 
easy. 

All of the control levers have been 
revised for the "'Е.'' Hand-contoured 
levers, first seen on the YZs, are 
standard for the clutch and front brake. 
Both the shifter and the rear brake 
pedal have folding ends, to help 
prevent bending when contacting 
stumps or large rocks. 


Unchanges 

At the heart, is the strong, torquey, 
long-stroke 499cc single that has been 
the '‘magic’’ of the TT500's 
personality. It provides immediate 
response and forward movement with 
the slightest throttle application. The 
big thumper engine, complete with dry 
sump lubrication and oil in the frame, 
remains virtually unchanged from its 
inception. The points, cam and oil 
filter are located on the right side of the 
engine and are easily accessible. 


A nicely tucked-in high pipe emits a 
reasonably quiet exhaust pitch, but 
pays the price through its sheer pork. A 
switch to an aftermarket silencer/- 
spark arrestor usually results in about a 
ten-pound weight reduction. The bomb 
that hangs back behind the shock is 
durable, though, and it takes a 
considerable amount of force to alter 
its position when you fall on it. 

Providing excellent protection to the 
cases, the wide, contoured aluminum 
skid plate is a necessity because of the 
limited (9.1-inch) ground clearance. 

The familiar aluminum tank has 
been reshaped slightly to make room 
for the repositioned leading axle fork 
tubes and triple clamps. The same 
bulbous, mostly shapeless seat 
overlaps the rear portion of the 
2.3-gallon tank. 

Nitrogen-charged, inverted shocks 
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tee И 
Starting takes a good amount of 


education and patience — plusa 
strong right leg. 


are positioned in a mild laydown 
configuration that yields slightly over 
six inches of rear wheel travel. 
Impressions 

Cold starting on the TT500 is darn- 
near first kick every time. The engine 
isn't too finicky about the 
temperature, so long warmups are not 
usually necessary. 

Hot starting, though, is a hit-or-miss 
proposition. Even with the hot starting 
aid, the machine balks at being 


Leading axle forks provide no more 
travel than the older units, but 
handling is improved. 


restarted. Even long-time TT owners 
will attest to this. Some of the testers 
never could figure out the hot starts 
and had to turn the bike over to an 
accustomed thumper freak for starting. 
It's hard, even with the long kickstart 
lever, to get the engine spinning, and is 
accentuated when hot. Many feel that 
it is resistance in the ignition system. 
This could be helped to a certain degree 
with the addition of a Capacitive 
Discharge Ignition (CDI). It would also 


Oil filter and points are located on 
busy right side case. Skid plate is 
excellent. 


eliminate some of the maintenance 
necessary for keeping the points in 
tune, and provide a much higher 
voltage to the plug. 

Astride the bike, a slight difference 
can be detected in the weight 
distribution. The bike still feels heavy, 
though, and it is. Although Yamaha 
claims a six-pound weight reduction in 
their brochure, we could not 
substantiate that on our scales. The 
| See is lighter but is offset by the 


Hot starting aid is the white knob 
below the idle adjust screw. It helps 
some. 


longer, heavier forks. With one gallon 
of gas our TT weighed in at a portly 
293. 

At this point one might expect to 
hear the well-worn bike test phrase: 
"But once under way the heavy feeling 
disappears.’’ But, unfortunately, it 
doesn't. The rider is constantly 
reminded of the weight, in any kind of 
a maneuver. Throwing the bike around 
is more aptly described as ''coercion off 
center." 


In sand or any other soft surface, the 
TT shows absolutely no inclination 
toward flotation. It knifes in at will, 
and an application of power won't 
necessarily bring it back out. This 
makes the TT a real handful in whoop- 
de-dos, as it wallows furiously. Adding 
to the problem at that point is the 
weight, and the bike feels downright 
ponderous. 


This isn't brought about by a too-soft 
suspension, as one might expect on a 
play-bike, which is its intended 
function in life, but rather by overly 
stiff, unyielding suspenders at both 
ends. The shocks exhibit entirely too 
much compression damping, to the 
point that they don't move in stutter | 
bumps. The forks, too, will literally | 
jolt the bars from your hands in those 
same stutter bumps. Both ends tend to 
improve slightly with age, as the oil 
and the tolerances break down, but it 
still is not right. Unduly harsh, are the 
key words here. 

Even with the changes in front end 
geometry and the addition of the new 
leading axle forks, steering is not 
accurate. It is better than the older 
models — noticeably — but it still 
can't be considered willing. 

This is also where the power comes 
in. With the tremendous amount of 
torque generated by the thumper, it has 
a tendency to ''stand ир’ when the 
throttle is screwed on in the middle of 
a corner. With any kind of traction at 
all, the TT bolts upright and paws at 
the air with its front wheel. After a 
while, the rider compensates for this, 
but it gets you into more trouble than 
out. 

These same forces are at work when 
accelerating up hills. Rocks or ruts are 
not friends of the TT. When these 
obstacles are encountered, the TT loses 
directional stability. Instant 
right-angle turns are common in the 
middle of an uphill trail. Losing 
momentum on a hill is an unfortunate 
happening with the 500, because then 
the rider has to contend with the 
weight, whether restarting uphill or 
trying to turn around. 

But, put the TT down on the flats of 
a smooth fireroad, and it is in 
hawg-heaven. It is so enthusiastic on 
the straightaways, you don't even 
hardly mind having to dab your way 
around corners. The smooth, strong 
power pulls right from the bottom all 
the way to the top, without a lag or 
stumble anywhere. The thundering 
rush is quite exhilarating. And this 
may be the key to the Yamaha's 
popularity. 

In the words of one TT owner, ''I 
realized when I bought it, that it 
wasn't a real handler. But I don't like 
to ride in really tight, rough stuff 


=) 
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anyway. What I like most — what I 


bought the bike for — is its great 
acceleration and good sounds. It lays 
everything I want right at my feet. It’s 
got its problems, but that doesn’t 
bother me. Plus, it really is nearly 
maintenance-free. I never do anything 
toit.” 

But for some other riders it’s a 
different story. One of our testers 
commented, ''You know, that power is 
really nice for a while. And wheelies 
are fun for a while too, but when that 
seems to be the only thing going for a 
bike, it tends to get old. Especially 
when the other negatives pull apart 
some of the pleasure.’’ 


Conclusion 

Since we've had a chance to put 
some time on one of the new Honda 
500s, we are necessarily prone to make 
some comparisons with the TT as well 
as with Suzuki's entry, the DR370 
(DB, February '79). When you take an 
overall view of the three big open class 
contenders for the thumper crown this 
year, you find that the Yamaha's 
position is a little precarious. 

First off, the TT has an enormously 
powerful engine in a dated chassis with 
minimal suspension. It is not the kind 
of power that one would associate with 
a ‘‘play-bike.’’ Really, it is a gob of 
power that can get the play rider in 
over his head in a hurry. The engine is 


too ''serious'' for your basic play rider. 
The play rider is the guy who 
supposedly has limited experience 
with motorcycles and is not interested 
in competition machinery. What he 
gets with the TT is a contrary, 
difficult-to-start five-gallon motor in a 
one-gallon chassis. This is where we'd 
have to choose the DR as the mount for 
the play rider. It's easier to start and 
easier to handle. The power is more on 
a par with the intended rider's abilities. 

On the other hand, the limited 
suspension travel and lack of good 
handling characteristics make the TT 
untenable — in stock form — for the 
"serious'' rider who can make use of 
the power. That's where the Honda 
will come in. Suspension, handles and 
"serious" accouterments will set it 
apart from the Yamaha. 

Where does this leave the venerable 
TT? We can only label the TT ''For 
Power Freaks Only.'' If you buy it for 
other reasons, you'll be disappointed. 

It is, on the other hand, the best 
TT500 yet. Compared to the previous 
efforts, it’s much better. But compared 
to the competition, it just doesn't 
stack up. 

This is the year that the ''King'' 
abdicates the throne. Whether it comes 
out of exile depends on what the 
Yamaha engineers can do between now 
and next year. O 


ENGINE TYPE .. Air-cooled, four-stroke single 


BORE AND STROKE ........ 87mm x 84mm 
DISPLACEMENT ................... 499cc 
HORSEPOWER (CLAIMED BY FACTORY): 
ата и uu MIC EE M I eMe 28 
CARBURETION ........... VM34SS Mikuni 
RECOMMENDED GASOLINE..... Premium 
RECOMMENDED OIL (MFR.) .... Yamalube 
Me EIUS Aen Бана four-cycle oil 
FUEL TANK CAPACITY ......... 2.3 gallons 
FUEL TANK MATERIAL ......... Aluminum 
GAS/OILRATIO .................... N/A 
LUBRICATION .................. ry sump 
OIL CAPACITY . . 2.4 liters (2. б quarts) 


AIR FILTRATION ............... Oiled foam 
CLUTCH TYPE ... ... Wet, multi-plate 
TRANSMISSION .......... Constant mesh, 

OUO Were. Sime E LAU SHARE Rat five-speed 


GEARING, FRONT/REAR ........... 15/50 

IGNITION ................. Magneto, points 

PRIMARY KICK SYSTEM? ..... Yes, sort of 
G 


MOON ODE on Ee Eb T NGK BP7ES 
SILENCER/SPARK ARRESTOR/QUALITY: 
Re TIO UO aU UM Ge RE Yes/ yes/ quiet 
EXHAUST SYSTEM ........... High, heavy 
FRAME, TYPE ......... Semi-double.cradle, 
NASA RAD DN deed OA oil in frame 


———— HÀ, 


F 
“у 
~ 


РЕР 


Yamaha TT500F 


STEERING HEAD ANGLE ...... 29 degrees, 
AMA EL eM eO E 20 minutes 
TRAIL: 7 RIS 125mm (4.9 inches) 
WEIGHT WITH ONE GALLONGAS........ 
EN OE OO RCS AEST ES 292 pounds 
RIM MATERIAL ................ Aluminum 
TRESIZES* se Se eee ees 
Front IRAM EE DEM 3.00x21 4PR 
Rear eere cement 4.60x18 4PR 
SUSPENSION RO MEA SUD E 
Front, type and travel ..... Telescopic forks, 
БН а ат 7.68 inches 
Rear, type and travel . Laydown nitregen 
Head Oban AU OO ANE Но shocks, 6.24 inches 
INTENDED USE, MFR ............. Playing 
COUNTRY OF ORIGIN .............. Japan 
PRICE, APPROX ................... $1849 


PARTS PRICES, HIGH-WEAR ITEMS ..... 
Piston assembly, complete $40.65 
Rings only see eere 
Cylin dera. ути eel tear EPIS 
Shift lovor јајета ns 
Brake pedal ...................... 
Front sprocket se 215... Ve 

DISTRIBUTOR: 

Yamaha Motor Corporation 
6620 Orangethorpe Ave. 
Buena Park, California 90620 

OVERALL RATING, FROM 0 TO 100, 

VARIOUS CATEGORIES, KEEPING 

INTENDED USE OF MACHINE IN MIND: 
ET. e ни Side OOOI 
Suspension 


Aluminum swingarm is an improvement in sirength. Geometry and trevel are 


same as earlier models. 


New rear brake assembly, including the lever, rod and hub, is all-new. 
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XR185 (Continued from page 24) 


More wrenching. Wow, the seat base is 
steel! Six pounds’ worth! A nearby 
Penton seat is weighed (fiberglass base) 
at 3% pounds. The steel gas tank 
weighs 5% pounds. With a little bit of 
work, we might be able to get this little 
sucker down to 216, wet! Keep an eye 
out, and see if we don’t. 

We kept turning bolts. The footpegs 
are an original design, riding on a 
rubber, automotive-type bushing, 
presumably for vibration absorption. 
This is one item you should also keep 
your eye on. If the bushing goes away, 
the bolt won't be that far behind. 


The air filter lives under the left side 
panel, and it is tiny. Four-strokes are a 
lot more stingy with their air and fuel 
requirements than comparable 
two-strokes, but the XR might just 
breathe a little easier with more filter 
area. Keep it clean. Oh yeah, the carb is 
a 26mm. The gas mileage is nothing 
short of phenomenal. 


The rear wheel is removed with a 
minimum of effort. The sprocket is 
attached through a cush-drive, and is 
made out of aluminum. The axle is 
solid, stabs through the whole mess, 
and is lined up with a pair of very 
wimpy chain tensioners. If you don't 
keep your axle tight, they will break. 
We would probably vote this the 
weakest part of the bike. At least it’s a 
small part. 

All things considered, the XR185 is a 
very easy bike to work on. All of the 
major components are right out in the 
open, and held on with a minimum of 
fasteners, making a major strip-down a 
minor job, which should be of prime 
importance in an enduro bike. A good 
enduro scoot should be easy to work on 
in the field, but should be just as easy, 
if not easier, to fix in a garage. Don't 
laugh, it's true. Some bikes, older 
ones, are riddled with gadgets to make 
work easier, but you can hardly find 
the carb, let alone work on it. 


And, if you can't leave well enough 
alone... 

Honda is also offering a hop-up kit 
for all their XR series bikes, and 
although we haven't ridden a kitted 
bike yet (we will soon), we are told that 
itreally makes the XR185 a serious 
woods machine. The kit boosts the 
displacement to 195cc, well within the 
AMA 200cc class limit, and increases 
the horsepower to just under 21. 
Among other things, the kit includes a 
different cylinder and piston, pipe, air 
box, chain and sprockets. It will be 
available in separate ‘‘steps,’’ and no 
prices were available when we went to 
press. The entire kit, properly 
installed, is reputed to raise the XR out 
of the play-bike class forever. 


ACA Ñ 
eB ive 


Non-floating rear brake, gas shocks, 
very quiet spark arrestor and a 
plastic-based tool bag grace the rear 
end. 


Eus ~ 


we've tested. Our spokes loosened 
up after a couple of rides, check 
them a couple of times when 
breaking in. 


Bits and pieces 

The brake pedal and shift lever both 
have folding tips on them, so it 
shouldn't be all that easy to bend 
them. 

Even though the bike features a full 
lighting system, the electrical system 
is as simple as pie. All the lights 
worked on our test bike. 

The ''Diamond"'-type frame has по 
downtubes wrapping around the 
motor, and relies on said powerplant 
for structural strength, reducing the 
overall weight and raising ground 
clearance slightly. The underside of the 


Forks are CR type, have 872 inches of 
travel, don't leak, and behave 
reasonably well. Headlight/number 
plate is molded plastic, very bright. 


Looks as easy to work onas a CR, 
doesn't it? Electronic ignition lives 
under cryptically-inscribed case; 
there are no points. 


motor is protected by a wraparound 
skid plate. 

Like any enduro bike worth its salt, 
the XR has a resettable trip meter 
within the speedometer. It even has a 
little window that tells you when it's 
on or off. 

Honda’s ''Claw Аспоп'' tires seem 
to draw mixed reactions wherever they 
go. A good evaluation of these tires will 
not be possible until we can try a 
standard set on the XR, and a set of 
"Claws'' on something else, which we 
plan to do. Stay tuned. 


The front forks seem to closely 
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The chain guard is plastic, and it 
rubs on anything it can, creating no 
end of strange noises. 


Air box is very small, hy-po kit comes 
with more efficient unit. 


Heat shields surround the air box and 
right side cover, are made of steel. 


Footpegs are rubber-insulated; keep 
them tight or the bushing will go away. 


The XR is as easy to work on as it is to look at. Here, in the well lit DB garage, 
parts are stripped off and weighed. 


resemble CR units, and, if this is the 
case, they will prove to be difficult to 
modify. Our statement about air caps, 


earlier, may not be as easy as it sounds. 


Once again, we'll see. 

The spring-loaded tensioner is a 
rubbing block type; there has to be a 
roller that will fit it somewhere. 

And, you may have noticed, we 
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haven't mentioned the brakes. There's 
an old DIRT BIKE proverb that says, If 
we don't mention it, there must not be 
anything wrong with it. The front is 
excellent, the rear, a non-floating unit, 
works great. 


In conclusion... 
. we liked it. If we had such a 


Honda XR185 


ENGINE TYPE ... 
BORE AND STROK 
DISPLACEMENT 180.2cc 
HORSEPOWER (CLAIMED By TACTORYI; 


Air-cooled OHC four-stroke 


at 9000 rpm 
FACTORY RECOMMENDED. SETTING: 


Jet needle 

Pilot jet 

Slide numbe 
RECOMMENDED GASOLINE .. 

91 1 octane min. 

RECOMMENDED OIL (MFR.).......... N/A 
FUEL TANK CAPACITY ......... 1.8 gallons 
FUEL TANK MATERIAL 
GAS/OIL RATIO 
LUBRICATION 
OIL CAPACITY... esee 1.2 quarts 
AIR FILTRATION i 
CLUTCH TYPE .. 
TRANSMISSION 


GEARING, FRONT/REAR 
IGNITIO. 
PRIMARY KICK SYSTEM? 
RECOMMENDED SPARK PLUG 
(NGK) Рага 


WHEELBASE 
GROUND CLEARANCE 
SEAT HEIGHT AT TANK 33.9 inches 
STEERING HEAD ANGLE 28.5 degrees 
TRAIL Sg FR Se eae 4.8 inches 
WEIGHT WITH ONE GALLON GAS 

225 pounds (216 dry) 
RIM MATERIAL ... 


TIRESIZES .. 


11. 2 inches 


Se NUES 2.75x21 

Ава а ИЕ 4.10x18 
SUSPENSION 

Front, type and travel Telescopic fork, 

Hie PIN D TUNE Ee us 8.5 inches 

Rear, type and travel Swingarm/ gas 


Shocks, 7.5 inches 

INTENDED USE, MFR .... Enduro, trail riding 
COUNTRY OF ORIGIN 
PRICE, APPROX 512 
PARTS PRICES, HIGH-WEAR ITEMS 

Piston assembly, complete $21.57 

Rings only 

Cylinder 

Shift lever 

Brake pedal 

Front sprocket 
DISTRIBUTOR: 

American Hondo Motor Co. 

100 W. Alondra 

Gardena, California 
OVERALL RATING, FROM 0 TO 100, 
VARIOUS CATEGORIES, KEEPING 
INTENDED USE OF MACHINE IN MIND: 

Handling 

Suspension 


Approx. $14. 00 
Approx. s 00 
7.80 


thing, the Honda XR185 would be the 
bike of the year. In it, Honda has 
proved that a thumper does not need to 
be a heavy, cumbersome thing. 
Four-strokes run a lot cleaner than 
two-strokes, and, if they're not quieter, 
the sound quality is at least much more 
bearable than an unmuffled 
two-stroke. There will come a time 
when all the bikes we have to ride will 
be four-strokes, if we're allowed to ride 
at all. If this is any indication of what 
we can expect in the future, the future 


looks bright indeed. O 


Knobby Shop International’ s 


15" GAS GIRLING 
SHOCKS * for MX * Enduro 


• Cross Country 


VA Sc у 


These K.S.l. Nitrogen Gas Girlings are 
our Long Travel 5%” Versions, with 
Heavy Duty Damping, Twin Spring 
System, and Special Hi-Load Bump Stop. 


OU 


Mea Mea be 
Gto mtt 


A sz 


n 


Each Pair is made to our exacting specifi- 
cations, and comes complete with 128 
Ibs/in. Major Springs & 180 Ibs/in. Minor 
Teom Girling 4^ Springs, Bushes & retainers. 
мин шины вин  г “| LIP тј “| тј“ “у “ (“| |“ “у P “| “| “ “ ll 
|| Please ship (check desired Сігііпд) To Order: Please enclose money Order or cer- 
15” Girling Gas Shock O $59.99 pr. tified check (Ca residents add 6% sales tax) 
| 15” Girling Reservoir Shock C) 99.99 pr. made payable to: 
Check desired bushes • 8mm CL) 10mm O KNOBBY SHOP INTERNATIONAL 


Р.О. Box 1592 
- Name La Jolla, CA., 92038 
s Tel: (714) 452-1783 
is KNOBBY SHOP 
8 City State Zip INTERNATIONAL Dealers write on letterhead for Free catalog || 


Thanks to you, 5 
it works. А) RedCross. 
For all of us. 2 The Good 
Neighbor. 


United Way 


YOUR 
CHOICE 


dACNG £g ane, 


Send 50* for each sticker above or $5 for all 12 
shown. (Ship & Tax incl.) Get our new catalog: 
over 800 stickers for $3. FIVE FREE STICKERS (our 
choice) sent with catalog. Send your money and 
list of ""ST want to: 


TICK-EM UP 


1858 Catalina Court, Dept. DB 
Livermore, CA 94550 


Special groun 
reduces drag 
ther increase 


Vite. | 
provid 
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strongest: tightest piston 
available. 
Wiseco Piston, Inc. 
7220 Industrial Park Boulevard 
Mentor, Ohio * (216) 951-6600 
Call Toll-Free Nationwide (800) 321-1364 

(Except Ohio) * Ohio Toll-Free (800) 362-1368 
Send for Latest Cycle Piston Brochure — Free 


" igne! 
Elliptically. dest si 
piston heat at loads more event 


heat transfer 
inder walls. 


d finish 
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to provide a 
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sion Super 
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cellent seal, | 
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What made Brad Lackey give 
the Reds the blues? 


The Kawasaki Greens. 


Heh. Brad Lackey, Mister MX. Mister Bite- 
Your-Head-Off-At-The-Ankles. And now he’s 
riding for Kawasaki. How can that be? 

He ain't dumb. Last year, the magazines said 
all the KX125 needed was suspension. Well, 
Happy New Year! And happy new suspension. 
You got it. 

We've also improved the 124cc Boyesen 
reed-valve engine and refined the 6-speed 
transmission. The fuel tank is bigger for longer 
length European motos, too. 

And the bikes more comfortable so you can 
ride longer without tiring. 

Its super light and super fast. It's a works 
replica with the works. The KX250 will blow 
the doors off every body. Period. 


Weve reworked this works replica with a 
better ignition, closer-ratio gearbox and an 
improved tire for holeshot blast aways. 

Ditto on the comfort story with a new seat, 
handlebar and footpeg positions. 

The shocking news up front is longer wheel 
travel with new air-spring forks. And gas-oil 
shocks with remote reservoirs, and an increase 
in rear wheel travel to 11” 

Backing up everything is a powerful, light- 
weight 249cc engine inducted by a 6-petal 
Boyesen reed-valve. An electrofusion cylinder 
dissipates heat faster. And the radial-fin head 
keeps things cooler under the collar. 

Brad knows. This year if you haven't got the 
Greens, you're gonna get the blues. 


Kawasaki 


Dont let the good times pass you by. 


this damages the nut and bolt, thereby 
making it essentially useless 
afterwards, we decided not to include 
that in the test. It’s something we 
would only recommend in an 
emergency. You could also weld all 
your nuts and bolts together, for that 
matter. 

So, we have here all the popular 
compounds we used in the test, and 
under their heading you will find how 
they did in our test, how the 
manufacturer would like you to use 


them, and a few tips on what they’d be 
good for. There are no winners or 
losers, but it should make interesting 
reading. 

For all you techno-freaks, here’s how 
we did the test: For the mounting 
plate, we used a piece of %4-inch 
aluminum plate, 8mm holes were 
drilled for the 8x25mm bolts we would 
need, and all nuts were seated on flat 
washers. (Always use a flat washer!) 
The goop was applied according to the 
manufacturers’ directions, and then 


the nuts were tightened down to a 
standard 15 foot-pounds, or in this 
case, 175 inch-pounds. All of the 
compounds were allowed to cure for 24 
hours, even though some of them 
claimed to be ready to go in a shorter 
time, and then they were broken loose, 
taking note of the amount of torque 
required. Oh yes, we also locked the 
opposite end of the bolt in a vise when 
tightening and loosening, in order to 
minimize the amount of variation 
between each one. [0 


( LOCTITE. p ^ 
WICK N’ LOCK. 


| enevenr 


S LOOSENING 
| PENETRATES ASSEMBLED THREADS 


CAUTION: 
MAY IRRITATE 

SENSITIVE SKIN. 
READ CAUTIONS 
ON BACK PANEL. 


07. l6cc) 


Loctite Stud N’ Bearing Mount 

This is the big gun. Red Loctite 
shouldn't be used on anything you 
may ever want to remove again, like 
motor mount bolts or adjustment 
nuts, because there’s a good chance of 
destroying the bolt as you try to 
remove it. Don’t get PO’ed and use it 
on side panel screws either, or 
anything with a Phillips head, unless 
you're selling your bike to an old 
enemy. Red Loctite works best if you 
use it on stuff it's made for, like 
cylinder studs, for example. A couple 
of drops on a stud that keeps pulling 
out when you try to remove your 
head, and it is locked forever. 

If you have a loose bearing, and the 
surrounding metal isn't all chewed 
away, this is the stuff that'll do it. 
Klean N' Prime works with it too, 
and it sets up in the same amount of 
time as the blue stuff. 

In the test, red Loctite was the 


heavyweight, breaking loose at 225 
inch-pounds, then increasing to 
almost 450 before the nut was 
entirely removed. The bolt was 
visibly scarred upon removal, and 
most bolts won't put up with this 
kind of punishment too many times 
— make sure you're using it in the 
right place. 


Loctite Wick N' Lock 

Green Loctite has been around for a 
while, but it was news to us when we 
heard about it. When was the last 


time you put together a critical part of 


your bike, torqued everything down, 
and then realized you had forgotten to 
put on the Loctite? Probably quite 
often, if we're at all alike. But fret no 
more! Green Loctite is made to work 
like a penetrating oil to wick into 
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preassembled fittings, and there its 
anaerobic action allows the stuff to 
cure, locking it with much the same 
effect as Loctite blue. This is the stuff 
I've needed all along! Green Loctite 
sets up in ten to 30 minutes. 


We thought it would fail the test 
when we first applied it, probably a 
little too much, and it ran down 
around the flat washer and just sat 
there. Two hours later it was still 
very much a liquid, and we weren't 
very optimistic, but when the torque 
wrench was applied, lo and behold, it 
came off just the same as Loctite 
blue, and we would recommend it in 
the same applications. Anaerobic 
means ''occurring in the absence of 
free oxygen,” and that's just what the 
curing action does. 


Vibra-Tite VC-3 

Vibra-Tite is a little different from 
the other compounds, in that it 
allows infinite adjustment of the 
threaded component, and it doesn't 
need to be tightened against 
anything. One of the most celebrated 
uses of Vibra-Tite is on chain adjuster 
bolts: take off the locknut, goop up 
the bolt with VC-3, let it dry, and 
then reinstall. Now you don't have to 
loosen a locknut when adjusting your 
chain, saving precious seconds in 
competition. It really will hold the 
bolt in, but you have to make sure 
that the threads are half-full of the 
VC-3, and that it is dry when you 
assemble the parts. It should work in 
any application where a locknut is 
used, eliminating the locknut. The 
threaded parts can be adjusted many 
times before reapplication is 
necessary. 


In the test, it broke loose at a rather 
low torque, 150 inch-pounds, but this 
material is not designed to lock parts 
solidly together, but rather to permit 
adjustment while insulating against 
vibration. It can also be used the same 
as Loctite, but why waste such a neat 
product? Vibra-Tite is not the easiest 
thing to find, but well worth the 
search. 


Permatex Silicone Seal 

We included this just for the sake of 
tradition, being that silicone seals of 
one type or another have been the 
standard far longer than the more 
expensive locking compounds. For 
vibration-proofing a bolt, you would 
either cover the threads and then 
screw the nut down on it (very 
messy), or wait until you're all 
torqued down and then goop it all 
around the exposed nut and mating 
surface, and most likely a whole lot of 
places that you don't want it to be. 
Either way, it's not very effective, 
and you would be better off using 
silicone seal for waterproofing or 
gluing flexible materials together. It 
always smells very bad, but it sets up 
very strong and flexible. 

We spread silicone seal around the 
exposed threads, and on the nut, for 
the test, and it unlocked at 150 
inch-pounds, just barely more than 
the naked nut. Not as effective as 
some, but the world wouldn't be the 
same without enduro bikes covered 
with this stuff. 


Where to get it 


For more info, and the name of your 
closest dealer. 

Woodhill Permatex 

Loctite Corp. 

18731 Cranwood Parkway 
Cleveland, Ohio 44128 


Oakland Corp. (Vibra-Tite) 
1893 Barrett Road 
Troy, Michigan 48084 


Suzuki Motor Corp. 
13767 Freeway Drive 
Santa Fe Springs, California 90670 


(or your local dealer) 
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KEEPING TIGHT (Continued from page 35) 


SCOTT'S FIFTY NINE 


tough new goggle 
carries 
scratch resistant 
high impact 
LEXAN lens. 


Kent Howerton 


Join Bob Hannah, Marty Smith, Danny LaPorte, Kent Howerton and other 
winners using this high performance goggle 


Danny LaPorte 


from SCOTT USA. You can spot Fifty 
Nines because they come in bright 
Yellow or Red. 


See your accessory dealer and 
buy The Winning System; SCOTT 
Goggles, Face Guards, tear off 
lenses and replacement lenses. 


The Winning System. 
SCOTT CSA 


PO. Box 1418 - Sun Valley, Idaho 83353 


| BEAUTIFIES 
= 2. 

i A Re 5 Tm» ~ 

a етан FL. OZ. (mecc) (^ 
PLASTIC RUBBER LEATHÉ 


AVAILABLE IN THE 
AUTOMOTIVE SECTION 
OF YOUR FAVORITE STORE 


© Very Important Products, Inc. 1978 


Start an e. салеел-ад а... 


MOTORCYCLE MECHANIC 


AMS “THE CALIFORNIA SCHOOL OF 
THE PROFESSIONALS” 


AMERICAN MOTORCYCLE SCHOOLS, INC. 


GO WITH THE WINNERS ! 


If you're serious about becoming a top-notch 
motorcycle mechanic you'll want the best possible 
training available. You can't afford second best 
and neither can we. If you think you have what it 


takes to become а grogessiowal . . . 


Call Toll Free 1-800-423-4678 
Calif. Residents Call Collect (213) 944-0123 


OR MAIL COUPON 
О RESIDENCE SCHOOL O HOME STUDY 
AMERICAN MOTORCYCLE SCHOOLS 
10025 Shoemaker Ave. • Santa Fe Spgs, Ca 90670 


Street City State 
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A. TANK SHIRT 

О Emblem on front $5.70* 

C] Emblem, both sides $6.70* 
Circle color: yellow blue 
Circle size: S M L XL 
Color: Orange 
Size: S XL only 
Emblem £ 


+ 1 Nu. 

. SWEATSHIRT $9.70* 
Circle color: red yellow It-blue 
white 
Circle size: S M L XL 
Emblem # = 


B. T-SHIRT 

O Emblem on front $6.20* 

О Emblem, both sides $7.20* 
Circle color: white red yellow 
Circle size: S M L XL 
Emblem £ 


. DIRT BIKE RACING 


JERSEY $17.20* 

Emblem on front and back. 
Circle color: red, blue, yellow 
Circle size: S M L XL 


* PRICES INCLUDE 75-CENTS FOR 
POSTAGE AND HANDLING 


FROM 
PLUS PRODUCTS 


CHOOSE YOUR T-, TANK OR SWEAT SHIRT DESIGN 


ENDURO 

BULTACO 

HARLEY DAVIDSON (Big Bike Racer) 
HARLEY DAVIDSON WINGS 
HARLEY DAVIDSON # 1 

M 


AICO 
DO IT IN THE DIRT 
JAWA CZ 
NORTON 
YAMAHA (flaming) 
MOTOCROSS 
SUZUKI 
OSSA (flaming) 
HUSQVARNA (flaming) 
KAWASAKI (Big Bike Racer) 
HONDA 
BSA (flaming) 
SUZUKI (Big Bike Racer) 
TRIUMPH 
TRIUMPH (flaming) 
MUD, SWEAT AND GEARS 


M-253 


M-219 
M-114 
M-236 
M-531 
M-180 
M-268 
M-271 
M-174 
M-617 


Make check or money order payable to: 


PLUS PRODUCTS, INC. 
P.O. BOX 14945 

LAS VEGAS, NEVADA 89114 
Name 

Address 

City 


State 


MEN'S SIZES ONLY! 


HARLEY 74 

DRACULA SUCKS 

YAMAHA (Oriental Wizardry) 
CANADA 

U.S.A. 

DODGE VAN 

CHEVY VAN 

FORD VAN 

OLYMPIA BEER 

BOONES FARM 

COORS 

KEEP ON TRUCKIN 

LETS BOOGIE 

THE DEVIL MADE ME DO IT 

HOT DOG (skateboard) 

CHOPPERS MAGAZINE 
MOTOCROSS ACTION MAGAZINE 
BIG BIKE MAGAZINE 

DIRT BIKE MAGAZINE 

VAN WORLD MAGAZINE (Do It In Your Van) 


Nevada Residents Add Sales Tax 


DB9-4 


Zip 


PRICES EFFECTIVE FOR 90 DAYS — 
ALLOW 6-8 WEEKS FOR DELIVERY 


19/98 
DIRT DINE 
CALENDAR 

IS HERE! 


And it’s more than just a calendar 
. . it’s an exciting collection of 
colorful DIRT BIKE action . . . 


THE WAY 
YOU LIKE IT! 


The 1979 DIRT BIKE Calendar is 
also designed to be as practical 
as it is decorative. 


Only $1.50 
Supplies are Limited 


ORDER YOURS TODAY 


1979 DIRT BIKE CALENDAR 289 
Box 317 
Encino, Calif. 91316 


Name 
Address 
City 
State Zip 


(Please enclose $1.50 for each calendar 
ordered, plus 50 cents postage and 
handling. Make checks payable to: 
Daisy/Hi-Torque Publishing Company.) 


SUZUKI RM400 
(Continued from page 33) 


We'd immediately slip on some of 
those shorty Sun Line units for a better 
reach and feel, as the stockers are very 
far from the grips. Especially the front 
brake side. After trimming the top 
ridges off the grips with a razor blade, 
they were acceptable. 


Bits and pieces 

When kicking over the big RM, 
riders soon learned to point their foot 
out and away from the bike. Failure to 
do this meant that the instep would 
often make contact with the backside 
of the peg. A string of Navy oaths is 
still floating over Southern California 
as of this writing, bearing witness to 
this fact. 

Nobody got burned on the pipe. It 
was tucked in well, yet still allowed 
reasonable access to the plug. 

A new brake rides up front. It's OK. 
Not great. . . not bad. Just OK. Part of 
this just might be the result of a less- 
than-sturdy cable. 

There's a full-floater rear brake setup 
on the ass-end of the bike. The staff is 
split on whether the bike really needs 
this thing, but the public seems to 
demand them. The public also bought 
several million copies of Disco Duck, 
so there's no accounting for taste, eh? 

New fenders are on the RM. The rear 
has a sharp lip on the trailing edge that 
seems to do a good job of snaring mud 
and water. Originally, the front fender 
was also slated for the same treatment, 
but after the initial feedback, a more 
conventional front fender was chosen. 
Some folks liked them and some 
didn't. Again, a matter of taste. 

We found the stock tires acceptable 
until they started to lose their sharp 
edges. As the knobs got rounder, 
handling in the turns suffered. Still, 
stock, they weren't bad. 

The shape of the new tank was 
delightful. It made moving around easy 
and was good-looking, too. Our decals 
fell off rather quickly. During one race, 
we got involved in a crash and a peg 
nailed the side of the plastic tank. It 
left a dent, but no puncture. Good, 
tough plastic. 

We found the new RM to be a slick 
shifter, with neutral a bit odd to locate 
now and then. 


Adding it all up 

The bottom line is this: The 1979 
RM Suzuki is a stunner. While we 
haven't tested all of the new bikes yet, 
the 400 must be considered a prime 
candidate for the top slot. It's well 
thought out, handles decently and has 
more than enough power to make your 
socks roll up and down like a broken 
window shade. O 


Congratulations 
Bob Hannah 


Congratulations to triple-champ Hurricane 
Bob Hannah and to Rick Burgett and Broc 
Glover of Team Yamaha, this year's first place 
finishers for national motocross competition. 

Bob, Rick and Broc captured every first 
place in the entire five event Series on Sun 
Rims. An unprecedented coup for their team, 
an unparalleled performance by the Hurricane 
and an indisputable testimonial to Sun Rims. 

Ride with the first place men. Ride on Sun 
Competition Alloy Rims. 


For the choice of the top competitors, ask your dealer for Sun Com- 
petition Alloy Rims. Distributed by: 


Torsten-Hallman Racing Hi-Point Racing Products 
Addison, IL El Cajon, СА Lorain, OH Sacramento, CA Amarillo, TX 


Malcolm Smith Racing Products 
Riverside, CA 


Iron Horse Progressive Products 
Houston, TX ЕІ Cajon, C. : 


Moto Cross Engineers 
Wilbraham, MA 
Webco, Inc. 
Venice, CA 
Sun Metal 
Products, Inc. 
we P.0. Box 1508 


ht а 
"4EMBER 
MOTORCYCLE INDUSTRY COUNCIL 


Warsaw, IN 46580 
Phone 219-267-3281 
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RICK 
BURGETT 


i: gE 2141 
ВУР a VERTICE. 


P.O. Box 861 Wilbraham, Massachusetts 01095 


METZELER T SHIRTS 


SZ 


Send check or money order. Allow 3 to 4 weeks delivery. 


M 
| 2 | MOTORACE 
| t P.O. Box 861 Wilbraham, Massachusetts 01095 
IR] 
ш Мате 
S M L XL Address 
Short Sleeve Long Sleeve City State Zip 
$4.00 $6.00 Print clearly, this is your shipping label. 
Thanks to you, 5 
it works А) RedCross. 
For all of us. 2 The Good 
Р Neighbor. 
United Way 8 


TEAM UP WITH 
MOTO-X FOXI 


1979 MOTO-X FOX CATALOG: 

Pages and pages of the newest, trickest stuff in motocross from the industry 
leaders, MOTO-X FOX. Informative, colorful and a must for every motocross 
enthusiast. 

STICKER COLLECTION: 

A super collection of hard to get stickers, including Metzeler, Spectro, Bosch, Yoko, 
Poly-Air, MOTO-X FOX, FOX FILTER, FOX Factory and many more. A great value for 
only $3.00 
MOTO-X FOX T-SHIRTS: 

Top quality, multi-colored T-Shirts just like you see in the pits at pro races. Available 

in S. M, L, XL Sizes. | 
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Enclosed please find: Name ___ —M | 
$3.00 for '79 Catalog Кано а ма плин A A 
$3.00 for Sticker Collection а | 

И не а њена ша аи 

SIZE T-SHIRT BS IA E | 
$5.95[ ] Moto-X Fox 
$6.50 [_] TEAM Moto-X Fox | Y i ) = ( ) 
$6.50[ ] FOX Factory TO X F X | 
$6.95 [7] Brad Lackey 520 McGlincy Lane, Dept. DB | 


Campbell, CA 95008 (408) 371-1221 
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FORK SEAL TECH 
(Continued from page 26) 


36mm forks. (Honda seals range from 
$1.60 to $3.50.) 
e Maico: Interestingly enough, many 
tuners (Wheelsmith, for one) suggest 
that the 38mm Yamaha seal be used. It 
requires boring the top of the slider 
1mm larger, from 49 to 50 mm. 
Another alternative is the Simons fork 
seals, which fit without machining and 
sell for $28.95 per set. 
* Ceriani Forks: Triple-lipped Honda- 
type seals are recommended for all 
35mm Ceriani-forked scooters, 
including Penton/KTM, Sachs, 
Hercules, Monark and others. Yamaha 
38mm seals are the ticket here for the 
38mm leading-axle Cerianis. 
* Marzocchi: Triple-lippers or the 
Yamaha 38s are good replacements for 
all Marzocchi-equipped bikes, such as: 
Can-Am, Penton/KTM, Hercules, etc. 
Stock seals for Marzos run about $18 
for a set of four. 
* Betor: Same as above for Can-Am, 
Rokon, Ossa, Puch and others. 
* Husqvarna: Triple-lipped seals are 
suggested for all the Huskys. If your 
machine is equipped with a floating 
seal below the top one, then just the 
top seal can be replaced with the 
Honda-type, or the triple-lipped seal 
can be used alone. Stock seals are 
priced at $2.15. 
* CZ: For all these Czech units the 
Honda-type triple-lippers do the job. 
Stock seals can be hard to find. 
* Triple-lipped Seals: These Honda- 
type seals are available from: 
* MALCOLM SMITH RACING, 

7563 Indiana, Riverside, 

California 92507: (714) 687-1300 
* MOTOCESSORIES, P.O. Box 824, 

Northridge, California 91328 
* JIM O'NEAL DISTRIBUTING, 

18340 Gault St., Reseda, 

California 91335; (213) 344-5175 

(Dealers only.) | 
* HI-POINT COMPETITION 

PRODUCTS, 9604 Oates Dr., 

Sacramento, California 95827; 

(916) 362-4124 (Dealers only.) 
* LEAKPROOF FORK SEALS: These 
Teflon replacement seals fit virtually 
every bike sold in the U.S. — racers, 
dual-purpose, minis, etc. They have a 
lifetime guarantee and sell for 
approximately $12.95 a pair. Ask your 
dealer to contact Hi-Point Competition 
Products to obtain a set for your 
machine. 
e KEN ROSS PRESSURE SEALS: These 
guaranteed seals are available for a 
wide range of motorcycles. Contact 
KEN ROSS, INC., 703 Cooper, Wylie, 
Texas 75098; (214) 442-3523. 
* SIMONS MAICO SEALS: These are 
available from either Motocessories 
(mail order) or from Jim O'Neal 
Distributing (dealers only), and sell for 
approximately $28.95. 0 


For providing the best coverage 
of dirt bikes, dirt bike activities 
and personalities nationwide 12 
times a year. 


DIRT BIKE MAGAZINE 
Alias: ‘‘Dirt Bike’’ 


Reward yourself with a one year subscription to Dirt Bike 
Magazine. You'll be getting away with 12 issues containing 
reports and features from people who have made off-road 
riding a way of life. 

(Besides, it's a real 'steal' from the regular newsstand price 
of $15.) 


The choice is yours. You'd be dead wrong not to take 
advantage of the savings offered with a Dirt Bike subscrip- 
tion. Each issue is a/ive with motorcycle and product tests, 
personality profiles, commentary . . . plus much more. 


SUBSCRIBE TODAY 


12 ISSUES - $10 
DIRT BIKE • BOX 317 * ENCINO, CALIFORNIA 91316 
Name 


Address 
City State Zip 


Please include a check or money order with your subscription. Canadian subscriptions add $2 
(U.S. Funds) postage and handling, other foreign, add $3 (U.S. Funds). Allow 6-8 weeks for 


delivery of first issue. 
OFFER EXPIRES JULY 31, 1979 


COLE 
MONTESA 


BULTACO 
HODAKA 


LIKE NOTHIN’ ELSE 


Only the WORKS SUPERCROSSER 
gives you progressive damping 
with 3 separate adjustments 
that effect damping. 


1 ADJUSTABLE COMPOUNDED DUAL OR TRIPLE RATE SPRINGS. 
Only WORKS offers a “crossover” spacer system that allows 
you to select the exact point of transfer from one spring rate to 
the next throughout the full stroke of the shock. And, yes, we 
use springs, because air, being temperature sensitive, has not, 
cannot and will never perform as well as a spring. 
ADJUSTABLE PRESSURE NITROGEN BLADDER SYSTEM. Be- 
cause the WORKS SUPERCROSSER uses a large diameter 
piston with high volume valve capacity, oil pressure remains 
low. The flow of oil between body and reservoir can then be left 
unmetered, so that the nitrogen bladder can be pressure 
adjusted to effect the damping characteristics of the piston. 
THE WORKS PERFORMANCE PROGRESSIVE DAMPING SYS- 
TEM. Most other shocks use a wave-washer valving principal. 
We use progressive valving. Damping adjustability is infinite 
because in each piston there is a separate orifice or spring 
loaded ball check valve for each function: rebound, low, 
medium & high speed. Selective damping changes are affected 
by varying the size of holes and/or spring pressure. 


This gives you almost infinite tuning capabilities to adapt 
the shock absorber's low, medium and high speed damping 
Cycles to your specific motorcycle and riding requirements. 
You get a shock absorber that works. At any speed. Over the 
widest possible variety of terrain. Perfectly. Write or call for our 


catalog and ordering information. $ 2 5 9 
95 


Suggested Retail 

Triple Rate $10 Extra 

Lengths 13% in. to 18% in. 

Prices and specifications subject 
to change without notice. 


Performance Products 
20970 Knapp Street, Dept. 22 
Chatsworth, California 91311 
213-998-1977 


...our only competition is us. 


E TANKS USED BY BAJA 
DON VESCO PRODUCTS. INC. 


7565 NORTH AVENUE 
LEMON GROVE. CA 92045 


FROM THE SADDLE 


(Continued from page 6) 


He cleared his throat, leaned back 
and closed his eyes. He folded his 
cracked, weather-beaten hands over his 
coarse shirt front, knotted his brows 
for a moment, then began to speak: 

"It used to be that there was so much 
land, that a man could walk for miles. 
You could get up on top of a hill, and as 
far as you could look, it'd be all open 
land. 

"Tused to live out in New Los 
Angeles. . . about 100 miles north of 
the old city that got burnt in the War of 
'92. It was actually situated in the 
heart of the great Mojave Desert. God, 
you should have seen that place! Miles 
of sand and rocks. As far as you could 
see. 

"We city folks used to take the 
conveyor belt out to the edge of town 
and walk around out there and just 
look. Sometimes, we'd even take some 
food pellets along and spend a whole 
recreation period. . . just walkin' 
around and looking. 

‘Then опе day, when I graduated 
from Social Placement II — I had just 
turned 17 — I got a whole two weeks of 
free time. Well, free time was no easy 
thing to come by, so I figured I'd better 
spend it wisely. Back then, a man got 
three vacation periods in his span. Not 
like now. Now, you only get two. 

"T thought about going to the State 
Beach Hostel and lying in the sun. 
Then I thought about the free 
two-week State Drug Clinic. Then, I 
thought about my old crazy Uncle Joe. 


"My Mom had told me about Uncle 
Joe, but I'd only seen him once when I 
was a kid. He came out from his place 
in the desert to visit us. Only stayed a 
few days, then took off. Well, Ibeamed 
Uncle Joe and asked him if I could 
come and see him. He said OK, as long 
as I brought some booze. He sure was a 
drinker, that crazy Uncle Joe. 

"Anyways, I took the belt to the edge 
of New L.A., then thumbed a ride on 
the tube heading straight out across the 
desert toward Salt Lake. I got off at the 
Barstow Substation, wondering just 
how I was going to get back to Uncle 
Joe's place. My Mom told me it was 
way back from the main tube and only 
wild animals and crazy hermits lived 
there. 

“Boy, I sure was surprised when I 
walked out of the tunnel, and there, 
sitting in the sunlight, was crazy Uncle 
Joe... ona motorcycle! Now, I'd seen 
а few motorcycles before, but only the 


CAN-AM 
ROKON 
MAICO 
C-Z 


Army and the Police rode them. And 
you sure didn’t want to get anywhere 
near those guys. You see, private 
ownership of motorcycles was 
outlawed in '98. Cars and such weren't 
banned until the turn of the century in 
'26 ог '27. І can't remember which 


[U.P.S. PARTS DAILY| 
364 S. ARLINGTON ST. 


PENTON/KTM , AKRON, OHIO 44306 


PHONE (216) 253-7455 
| 08:04 


MODELS FIT MOST DIRT 
BIKES. SEND 50c FOR INFO. 
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500-1000 WINNERS, FACTORY TEAMS АМО OTHER PRO RIDERS. 


SKINNY-FAT DISTANCE TANK! THE SAM 
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year. It isn't important, though, is it? 

"TI knew Uncle Joe wasn't a cop, or in 
the Army, soI couldn't figure out how 
he could ride one of those motorcycles 
around. He recognized me right away 
and waved me over to the bike. I stood 
there like an idiot, with my jaw 
swinging. He shook my hand and told 
me to get on the back. 

"I was stunned!! Me, not even 18 
years old and I was going to commit a 
federal offense! You could get six years 
in Rehabilitation for riding in a car 
without a permit. God knows what the 
penalty would be on a motorcycle! 
Still, I cautiously approached the 
machine and placed my foot where 
Uncle Joe told me to. Then, placing my 
weight on the peg, Iswung my leg over 
the saddle and sat down. A chill ran 
through me! 

‘Uncle Joe then flipped out a lever of 
sorts, placed his heavy boot on it, and 
kicked down swiftly. The engine 
ripped to life and scared me real bad, 
kids. Oh, I'd heard engines before, but 
it's all different when one is nestled 
right between your legs. 

"BeforeI knew what was happening, 
the motorcycle was moving! And I was 
on it! Children, you have no idea what 
it feels like to actually ride on one of 
those machines. We headed out of the 
parking area and onto a dirt road. The 
first time Uncle Joe tried to lean it 
over, I flailed my arms out to try and 
straighten us up. The whole works — 
me and Uncle Joe — we wobbled all 
over the dirt road. Uncle Joe warned 
me not to do that again. Just follow 
him, he said. Lean when he leaned. 
Trusting Uncle Joe for some unknown 
reason, I did as he said, and soon I 
learned to become as one with the 
motorcycle. 

“As turns and corners came up, 
Uncle Joe would lean the machine over 
and roll the throttle on. The engine 
would hum and the combination of 
two humans and one machine would 
glide through, as if the laws of gravity 
and nature were momentarily 
suspended. 

'"The road back to Uncle Joe's place 
was only about 30 miles long, asI 
learned later, but that first ride on the 
motorcycle seemed to last forever. I 
can still remember every foot of that 
ride to this very day. 

‘‘When we got to Uncle Joe's place, 
we rested awhile and had some of the 
booze I had brought. Then, he showed 
me around. It wasn't much. The house 
was small, made mostly of plasti- 
brick and corrugated tin roofing. You 
could see sunlight here and there 
through the roof. 

''Out back was a large shed, made 
from, of all things — actual wood!I 
wondered how he managed to get hold 
of real wood in that day and age, and he 
laughed and told me it was just lying 


around if you knew where to look for 
It. 

‘‘When he opened the shed, I 
received yet another shock. There, in 
the shed, were a car, a truck and three 
motorcycles. Too stunned for words, I 
merely followed Uncle Joe around as he 
explained what they were. The car, he 
said, was a Chevrolet. One of the last 
rotary diesels of the pre-’92 war. The 
truck was a solar-powered unit from 
02. 

'"The bikes were early '80 models. 
According to Uncle Joe, anything after 
the early ‘80 models was just junk and 
hardly worth riding. The red one was a 
Yamaha YZ250L, said Uncle Joe. It was 


the last of the true racers, he said. 

‘'The yellow one was a Tai'ke 175. 
Uncle Joe said that it was one of the 
last trailbikes made in New China. .. 
and a good all-around bike. The last 
one really caught my eye. It wasa 
Banetta 400 racer from the Republic of 
Argentina, one of the great industrial 
powers right before the big war. It was 
beautiful . . . at least to a 17-year-old 
impressionable boy. It sat there, sleek 
and arrogant-looking, with only a light 
layer of dust covering the silver-gray 
paint job. 

"Inever asked Uncle Joe how he got 
all these bikes. I didn’t want to know. 

(Continued on next page) 


WARNING! 
=: The BIG BORE 
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For further information contact: 


AMEN 


10900 Burbank Boulevard 
North Hollywood, California 91601 > 
Phone (213) 980-0891 ‘eo 


_— At last a complete ATC 
<— kit designed for bolt-in 
installation of large 

displacement engines. 


Tired of making it half way up the hillor being outrun 
by your neighbor's Moped? Well, here's the answer, 
the BIG BORE ATC was designed along the same 
lines as the original, somewhat underpowered, ATC 
but with one major difference. The Big Bore is con- 
structed for easy bolt-in installation of a number of 
large 2 stroke engines from 125 up and that includes 
250. 350 and 400 cc power plants. 

The BIG BORE is designed with extra strength at 
every corner to handle virtually any 2 stroke engine 
conversion and a 5" longer wheel base for controllable 
Stability. Better yet the majority of these tougher 
components are exact replacements for hard to find 
and expensive original ATC parts. The complete front 
end assembly, rear axle and components and seat- 
body parts are just a few of the pieces which are 
completely interchangable at a fraction of the price. 

Any way you lookat it the new BIG BORE ATC is the 
way to go. Convert your underpowered mini over to 
the BIG BORE chasis or better yet to with the complete 
kit. You supply whatever engine you choose and order 
the kit to fit. But, be forewarned, you may need some 
work done on your nerves, the BIG BORE does it 
anywhere! 
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Get PROtection Like ... 


‘GALLO 


Frank Gallo, 2-Day Qualifier Open Champion and 
top U.S. performer at the Swedish ISDT, is one of the 
fastest off-road racers today. Frank will be defending 
his titles again this year and competing in National M- 
X. Frank's choice of boots? .... Hi-Point. 


“The Choice of Champions" 


Brad and Frank are both tops in their field and they 
both rely on Hi-Point boots to give them the 
protection, performance and comfort they require in a 
competition boots. 


If you race or ride in the dirt, you should require the 
same PROtection. Hi-Point boots come in sizes 5-14 
plus у sizes in smooth M-X or cleated Enduro styles, 
and also Mini M-X, in sizes 1-7. See your Hi-Point 
Racing Products, dealer and ride PROtected! 


For a Hi-Point embroidered patch like Brad's, send $1.00 to 
Hi-Point Patch, 3709 W. Erie Ave., Lorain, OH 44053 


“BRAD LACKEY 


Brad Lackey, the number one U.S. International M- 
X rider іп "78, finishing an unprecedented 2nd in the 
500cc World Championship! Brad will be going after 


number one this year and Hi-Point will be Brad's 
choice for M-X boots. 


NE а: 


с 
Sw 
G.P. winner Brad Lackey in action. 


Бри ц q HI-POINT 


| J | RACING PRODUCTS S 
3709 W. Erie Ave., Lorain, OH > 
|] ( | | | | | P.O. Box 2327, Amarillo, TX 79105 


9604 Oates Dr., Sacramento, CA 95827 


Kawasaki Dirt Bike Owners 
Tuned Expansion Chambers! 


Available in high or low 
mount with exclusive sound- 
deadening internal rear-cone 
baffle for maximum power with 
minimum noise. 


Send for New Catalog $2.00 


Box 408 Rural R #2 © Pri inoi z 
F DU Rural |; s Princeton, Illinois 61356 € 815/875-3354 


АП I wanted to do was ride that gray 
Banetta just one time. Just to see what 
it felt like. 

“I asked Uncle Joe. He suggested 
that I try one of the others, as the 400 
Banetta might be too much for me. 
But, when he saw the disappointment 
in my eyes, he told me that tomorrow, 
after breakfast, he would teach me how 
to ride the machine. 

"I couldn't sleep that night! I had 
visions of leaning into turns just like 
Uncle Joe. All by myself! Somehow, 
someway, the long night ended. I 
bolted my food pellets down quickly, 
while Uncle Joe just nibbled at his and 
sipped what was left of the booze I had 
brought. 

“It was time. Uncle Joe rolled two of 
the bikes out of the shed and fired up 
the Yamaha. He told me to watch what 
he did. He explained patiently how the 
controls worked, how to stand on the 
pegs, how to shift and stop and what to 
do if anything went wrong. 

"Не slipped a battered old white 
helmet on my head, snapped it in snug, 
and let me start the bike. The feeling of 
straddling over a living mechanical 
device sent shakes through my body. 
My hands trembled. The heart 
pounded. I engaged a gear and rolled 
the throttle on. The machine lurched 
forward, startling me, but it was 
moving. 


“I spent the next ten minutes getting 
the feel of the Banetta. The soft sand 
wasn't too deep and kept me from 
making mistakes on more than one 
occasion. Uncle Joe was right about 
one thing: the 400 Banetta was far too 
much of a machine for learning on. 
More than once, I gave it too much 
throttle and the bike would snap 
suddenly upright. 

"Uncle Joe waved me to a halt and I 
stalled the Banetta right in front of 
him. My hands were shaking like a leaf 
and my temples were pounding with 
excitement. I was hooked. 

''Over the next two weeks, I spent 
every possible hour I could riding the 
Banetta. I tried the other bikes, and 
while they were pleasant, the 400 was 
the one for me. On the fourth day, 
Uncle Joe decided that I was ready for a 
"trail ride," whatever that was. 

"Не fired up the Yamaha and told 
me to follow him out into the desert. I 
followed as if in a trance. We rode for 
hours, came back and gassed up, then 
rode for more hours. 

“I saw things I never even knew 
existed. Vast rolling sand dunes. 
Narrow canyons laced with rocks. 
Huge open areas with brush spotting 
the landscape. I rode to the tops of huge 
mountains and looked out over the 
rolling land like a diety. 

"Бог the first time in my life, I lived. 

"Ват too quickly, the two weeks 
were over. I knew I had to go back and 


take a job that some impersonal 
computer would spit out for me. Who 
knows where I'd live? 

"Ididn't tell Uncle Joe when my two 
weeks were up. The time was too 
precious to me. In the day, we'd ride 
the bikes. In the evening, we'd work on 
them. I learned to clean a filter. How to 
use tools. How to understand the 
electrical system. How to shape things 
up before they'd break. I loved it. I 
didn't want it to end. 

‘After a month went by, I had to 
leave. I was already in trouble. More 
time would make it worse for me. I 
hugged my crazy Uncle Joe and waved 
good-bye to him at the tube ramp 
pickup station. 

‘When I got back to my cubicle, 
they were waiting for me. The State 
Police, that is. I got four years in the 
quarry. That's how I lost this eye here. 
A guard with a laser. 

"Anyhow, when got out, I went 
back to work for some time in my old 
district and tried to forget about the 
past. Then, one day, I got word that my 
crazy Uncle Joe had died and left me all 
of his belongings in his will. 

“I got back on the belt and headed for 
Barstow. A State Truck dropped me off 
at Uncle Joe's place after I bribed the 
driver. 

"Everything was there, just like the 
day I left it. The Banetta had a heavy 
layer of dust on it. It took two days of 
work to get it running right. Then, I 
went out into the desert and rode. And 
rode. And rode. 

"Everything would have probably 
been OK if I hadn't tried to take that 
gas from that Army truck. They caught 
me. Twenty-two years, the judge told 
me. Theft of government property. 
Riding on public land. Riding in or ona 
vehicle without a permit. Private 
possession of a motor vehicle. They got 
me good. 


" After I got out, they reprogrammed 
my mind and made me a worthwhile 
citizen. Now I' m serving society by 
taking care of you nice people. I sort of 
like it. Kids are nice to be around." 

At this point, there was a knock on 
the door. The oldest child, Ann, 
opened it. Three State Policemen 
walked in, with the swagger that only 
exists in absolute authority. 

"Old man," they said, ''we've been 
taping the trash you've been feeding to 
these children in your care. Come with 
us. Now.” 

The old man got up, put on a gray 
coat and hugged each one of the 
children good-bye. A State Policeman 
got on each side of the old man and 
escorted him out of the door. 

The children looked at each other. 
Ann, the eldest, turned and said, ''No 
matter what, I liked his stories. Do you 
really think it was that way, or was he 
making it up?” O 


BIKE ACCESSORIES 


Attractive and durable cowhide leather. 
Red, white and blue color design. $14.45 


Close out sale! Pigskin, with extruded 
rubber knuckle and thumb protector. 
Sandstone color. Size XL only. $5 


Name 
Address 


City 


GLOVES 

(J Cowhide Leather . . 
Circle size: SML 
Pigskin . . . $6.00* 


Д 
| 


DI 
P 


AGAZINE | 25-cents each or 5 for $1 


H-70 $7.45 H-700 $15.45 


ES 1 

GOGGLES • Hydron-coated for super 
protection. Prevents fogging. Adjustable strap 
for convenient fit. 


STICKIES 
3-5/8 x 2-7/8" 


PRICES EFFECTIVE FOR 90 DAYS 


Make check or money order payable to: 
PLUS PRODUCTS, INC. • P.O. BOX 14945 • LAS VEGAS, NEVADA 89114 


Size XL only 


*PRICE INCLUDES $1 FOR POSTAGE AND HANDLING 
ALLOW 6-8 WEEKS FOR DELIVERY 


. $15.45* 


(Nevada Residents Add Sales Tax) 


Zip 
GOGGLES 
H-70... $8.45* 
Н-700 . . . $16.45* 
DIRT BIKE STICKIES 
at 25-cents each 
at 5 for $1.00 


BEAUTIFUL SILVER HAND-ENGRAVED BUCKLE WITH 
BRONZE OVERLAID DIRT RIDER. FITS 1!" BELT. 


Be the first to own this 
EXCLUSIVE design. 


Only $16.95. 


Use this form to 
notify us at least 
six weeks before 
you move. 


Please atta 


PLUS PRODUCTS, INC. 
Р.О. Box 14945, Las Vegas, Nevada 89114 
Please send buckle(s). | have enclosed 
$16.95 plus $1.00 postage & handling for each 


buckle ordered. Canadian orders add an 
additional $1.00, other foreign add $2.00. 


Name 
Address 
City 
State 


ch, in this space, the label from a 


recent issue to insure proper address corrections. 


Mail to: 


DIRT BIKE MAGAZINE 
Subscription Dept. 


P.O. Box 317, Encino, CA 91316 


NEW ADDRESS: 


Name 
Address 
City 


State Zip 
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A CAREER WITHOUT COLLEGE? YES! 


BE A PROFESSIONAL IN THE CYCLE d MARINE ae 
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= x Беј “AONE BEA 
Р MACHINE LAB НЕ ИН E 
Write or Call Toll Free Florida Residents Call Collect 
800/874-0645 904/255-0295 FOR FREE INFORMATION: 


AMERICAN MOTORCYCLE _ Name: 
INSTITUTE (wc) Street: 


| P. O. Box 9128 City: State: Zip: 
Daytona Beach, Fla. 32020 Phone: ( ) 


AL BAKER USES 


AS A SUSPENSION DESIGNER AND OFF-ROAD RACING CHAMPION 


Р.я CHAIN LUBE 


PJ1 CHAIN LUBE forms a wet film unaer and outside 
the chain. The PJ1 film cuts down chain stretch by 
acting as a shock absorber in each link, and assures 
the lubrication necessary when running the chain 
in the dirt and mud. PJ1 CHAIN LUBE is not absorbed 
or drained out by dirt 


РАЈА FORK OIL 


PJ1 FORK OIL was developed under actual racing 
and touring conditions to maintain consistent 
4 performance through the most severe tempera- 
ture ranges. PJ1 FORK OIL treats fork seals, pre- 
vents rust and oxidation, provides superior 
© damping and never foams in your forks Avail- 
=* able in SAE SW. 10W. 15W. 20W апа 30W 
T-SHIRT OFFER 
Send $3.95 for T-Shirt 
and/or Hat. 
Indicate T-Shirt size 
sm med: — —. 
lg Іа 


PJ1 CORPORATION · 5955 DESOTO AVENUE · WOODLAND HILLS, CA 91367 
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LAST OVER 
(Continued from page 10) 


popular item, we sell lots of them,” in 
a foreign accent. The suit he was 
wearing was about the strangest thingI 
ever saw: orange nylon, three-piece, 
with ''Griffin'' written down the legs. 
“But I don’t think you'd be happy in it; 
come, let me show you something,’’ he 
continued, leading me deeper into the 
room. 

“I think you're really going to like 
this,’’ he said, pulling a jacket off of a 
rack. ''I could see you in this as soon as 
you walked in the store. Here, try it 
on.” I slipped my arms in, and turned 
to face the mirror. It was obviously too 
large. ''Uh, don't you think this is a 
little big,’’ I asked, as he pulled the 
material tighter in the back, where I 
couldn't see his hand. ''Nonsense, this 
is what all the pros are wearing. You 
want it a little big so you'll have room 
to move.’’ There was room enough for 
me and three of my friends, I told him, 
but it didn't ruffle him a bit. I turned to 
look at it from the side, and he turned 
with me, still holding the back, soI 
kept going around out of curiosity, and 
there we were in the middle of this 
huge store going 'round and 'round like 
a demented carousel. Sooner or later it 
had to stop. 

"Idon'treally think I like the 
styling, and the color is enough to 
make me barf.” He finally stopped. It 
was true, the color was pretty grim — 
pink and green with gray trim on the 
pockets, cuffs and collar. 

‘That is a very popular style, and we 
do sell a lot of them, but perhaps you'd 
like this better?”’ 

"Well, to tell you the truth, I'm not 
really in the market for a jacket right 
now....' 

It didn't faze him one bit. ''Tell you 
what I'll do, then, this one usually 
comes with a pair of pants, but I'll 
throw in a second pair free of charge!" 

“No, no thanks, maybe some other 
time. .." I was eyeing possible exits 
from the room. 

'"Then perhaps a jersey or two, a pair 
of socks, maybe?'' He was closing in on 
me. 

"Мо, I, uhh. . .." I started to back 
out the door. He was close on my toes. 

"Уе have the new summer stock of 
patent leather boots, surely you won't 
leave without seeing them?" 

"Iuhh, uh... ." I turned and broke 
for the door, high-sticking an old lady 
into a Pennzoil display along the way. 

"GLOVES, WE'VE GOT 
GLOVES!!!" 

Ilurched out of bed with a shriek, 
drenched in sweat, and Nancy said she 
had to drag me down off of the top 
closet shelf before I came to my senses. 

That's the last timeIhavea 
crabmeat pizza right before bed. I never 
even got to see the bikes. O 


SAVE MONEY! 


SUPER DISCOU ON.FAMOUS BRAN 
Check our unbelievably 


epee TIRES & ACCESSORIES _ 


ORDER BY PHONE —call TOLL-FREE 1-800-854-3110 TODAY! 


GOODYEAR EAGLE 
MX II 


3 d Tall, stiff lugs and wide, flat 
1 footprint for increased trac- 
^ Ia tion. Super tough, shock 

2i a 4 absorbing nylon cord body. 

: 500-17 $45.97 450-18 $43.64 


roe a 400-18 4122 20021 22.87 
CHENG SHIN. rop quality repiacement tires аг | DUNLOP K190 & K88 METZELER MX/ENDURO 


low, low prices New K190 MX and Enduro tire with "dimple" Designed for rapid self-cleaning 
300-14 183A $10.48 410-18 C755 $24.10 pok ana am pu K88 for big bikes — under extreme and muddy conditions 
385-14 1830 15.42 460-18 1830 25.43 | K8BHT for hard surfaces air selon, ange S 
300-15 183A 10.26 460-18 C755 28.44 | 410-14 K190 $21.24 400-18 52.07 325.21 47.73 
275-17 183A 9.57 500-18 1830 29.56 | 500-17 K88 34.58 450-18 53.43 | 
500-17 183D 28.49 530-18 1830 31.74 410-18 K190 27.10 Са bi 25.30 
350-18 183A 16.24 300-21 183S 17.03 460-18 K190 31.76 -21 1 29.41 
GUARANTEE: All tires and 
tubes are first quality merchandise. No 


350/400-18 183S 19.19 300-21 C755 19.84 YOKOHAMA SUPER DIGGER 1907 
seconds. No blems. Tire prices include 


400-18 183A 20.32 325/350 183S 20.50 ; 
400/450-18 183S 24.35 -21 Delivers excellent acceleration with outstanding 
410-18 1830 21.03 cornering control. Features cantilevered rim | Fed. Exc. Tax. If you compare prices, be 
= Я protection. Developed for Roger deCoster sure freight, F.E.T. and sales tax are in- 
1834 guiar nop Sam Genaue 410/425-14 $20.42 550-18 4-ply $37.93 | cl. in total price quoted. Prices in 
E. 410-18 28.23 550-18 6-ply 40.94 | previous ads no longer valid 
n ra и e RET MET 300-21 902 25.85 | (C) Phantom Rider 1979 
` | 500-18 35.96 
PLASTIC GAS TANKS 
In unbreakable plastic. Universal, fits 


self-cleaning 
183S Barum ISDT copy — rim saver bead, 6- MULHOLLAND SHOCKS & SPRINGS 
— 0) 
Save up to 35 lo most bikes with single top tube frames 
Comes complete w/gas valve, cap and 


ply, excellent enduro/desert tire 
C755 Metzeler copy — lightweight, soft rubber 

Rebuildable MX shocks in 1094", 113", 12%", 

13". 1312" and 14%" lengths. $38.95/pr w/o | mounting kit Specify colors: whi, yel. 
red, blu, blk, Give 2nd color choice 


for added traction on hard surfaces 
CHENG SHIN tubes. — special with tire 
springs. 
Springs: Single rate $12.95/pr Model Gallons Price 


purchase: 14", 15" $3.25; 17°, 18°, 21° — $4.25 
progressive (dual rate) $11.95/pr. 


BASSANI HIGH-PERFORMANCE 


500-18 K88 $37.08 
510-18 K88HT 40.31 


Note: 14'4" shocks require LTG springs (see 0. 
EXHAUST SYSTEMS и E ET. 
Power increases between 8 and 20% possible! Rebuildable LTG (Long Travel Gas) shocks in 13", | 250 1.7 32.65 
Hon XR75 thru ‘78° '540.08 | 13':", 14':", 15" lengths $69.50/pr. w/o springs. | 390 3.1 34.30 
HON ATC90 thru 78 40.08 Springs: Single rate $18.95/pr Husky — 23 36.95 
HON XL250 thru 77 48.88 progressive (dual rate) $25.95/pr RM250/370 25 39.95 
Hon XL350 thru 787 55.25 


Hon MT250 thru 76 61.63 
Suz 75185 71-76 55.25 


FREE! WRITE OR CALL 


Yam 360RT 1-3 thru 73 61.62 B 

Yam 07125 МІС 746 57 8 sao — a se 8 va поно TOLL-FREE 
Yam DT175 A/B/C 74-76 59.50 WIN AT MOTOCROSS.” Karsmak- 

Yam TT/XT 500 74-77 55.25 ers, Pomeroy, and Weinert tell you 1-800-854-31 10 


* Specify up pipe or down pipe. All others up pipes 
only. Partial listing only. If your bike is not listed, 
write or phone TOLL-FREE 1-800-854-3110 for 
application and price 


RIDER WEAR 
BELL HELMETS- SAVE 15% 


R-T (Road/Trail). Blk, whi, ora, 


how to win in 40-minute interviews 

on 8-track tapes. Learn frem the FOR FREE CATALOG 
pros and win! Offer limited to one Phantom Rider 3001 Redhill Ave 
8-track tape per customer ог order. costa Mesa, СА 92626 


SCOTT GOGGLES — Save up to 25% 


Features unique foam venting system tor reduced 
moisture and dust penetration. Compl. w/extra ж 
wide head strap and protective bag " ~ 
Мо. 53 clear lens, wht, blu, or ora frame $10.95 

чари il Blk, whi, ‘ora 315 Мо. 54 polarized lens, blue frame only 14.95 
yel. sil........ === 12 Мо. 55 Clear lens. fits over prescription glasses 

[ Blue frame only 14.95 

No. 59 New Lexan lens, red or yel frame . 13.95 


Sizes: 6%-7%. 
“SNELL 75— AMA approved 


TEAM JERSEYS 

Fully cut, top quality, stylish vented 
100% nylon jerseys in team colors with 
cycle name across chest and on 
sleeves. Avail for: Bul/Can-Am/Honda/- 
Husq./-Kawa/Suz/Yam. 

In adult sizes: XS, S, M, L, XL $10.95 


HI-POINT MX/ENDURO BOOTS 


In top quality leather with stainless steel 
shinguard and 5 quick-release straps. 
Smooth MX or rough (cleated) Enduro 
sole in half sizes 5 thru 13. $86.00/pr. 
NOTE: As these boots run large — order Yz 
size SMALLER than dress shoe. 


SPECIAL: Save extra 10%!! Scott No. 53 
goggles/face guard combo $15.25 in any color 
combination listed above. Give 2nd color choice 


NYLON MX PANTS 


Made of strong nylon, these pants offer 
maximum protection with plastic knee 
cups (removable) and thick padding at 
hips. Reinforced seat. In black w/yel 
Stripe, blue w/yel stripe, red w/blk 
Stripe. Specify waist size: 28, 30, 32, 

34, 36 or 38. $38.65/pr. “3 


-Now іп пем color combinations: 
Red/yel; Yamaha team colors — yellows 
with blk/whi stripe $43.95. 


January-’79 


Box 317 
Encino, California 91316 


А Name SHIPPING CHARGES I PHANTOM RIDER © 3001 REDHILL AVE., ew so: COSTA MESA, СА 92626 
ma be a to all prices. " Qty Size Description Price ea Total L| 
inimum order West of Mid- — East of L 

is $10.00. Rockies West — Miss. 

Address Front tires 200 285 335 I 1 
Rear tires 285 4.15 4.95 W enclose Add shipping charges [| 
Shocks, springs 2.25 3.25 3.75 Е Мо Order ' )Cert Check `2 Pers. Check (allow 3 wks. to clear) Calif dd 

City Exhausts 3.60 5.25 6.75 25% deposit — will pay balance, plus freight C.0.D d ! is d | 
Boots 2.00 2.85 3.35 [8 Chargeto | Visa/BankAm 2 М/Сћагде Am, Express S/SaleS tax || 
Pets pants n nm 56 I J Please send me your FREE catalog : TOTAL i 

" 5 1. а ] Account No xp date 

State — — Zi AK, НІ, PR, CZ, APO/FPO customers, use Щ | Вие year make model i 
3rd col. Freight rates to Canada, add $3 to Nanié 
amounts shown in 3rd col. All orders Ш Address | 
shipped fully insured. For COD orders, add 

(Please enclose $2.00 for each copy $1.25 COD fee to freight charges. No CODs 4 рвы. тны [| 
to APO/FPO or Canada addresses. a GRUT пети 

ordered, plus 50 cents postage and kanadian and overseas catalog requests T gall TOLL- FREE 1-800-854-3110 УЛ 

handling. Make checks payable to 


-- send USS2 for airmail postage. 


Daisy/Hi-Torque Publishing Co.) 
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REGULAR CLASSIFIED: COMMERCIAL RATE: 
RUE RAMIS offering commercial products or services: $1.50 per word. . . minimum order $30.00. 


For individuals with a personal item to buy or sell: $1.00 per word. . . minimum order $15.00. 


CLASSIFIED DISPLAY: 1 inch x 1 column, $75.00; 2 inch x 1 column, $150.00; 3 inch x 1 column, $300.00 
Frequency discount (CLASSIFIED DISPLAY ONLY): 5 percent for 6 months; 10 percent for 12 months paid in 
advance. For additional sizes: information available on request. Advertiser to supply film negatives, right 
reading, emulsion down. : 


All сору must be typewritten or clearly printed. Payment must accompany со i i ifi 

C t | r Е i 1 T by. First word in all classified ads 
set in CAPS. All copy subject to publisher's approval. Advertisers using Post Office box numbers in their 
address MUST supply publisher with permanent address and telephone number before ad is run. 


Send order and remittance to Classified Advertising, DIKT BIKE Magazine, 16200 Ventura Boulevard, Encino 
California 91436. | 


SALES REPS WANTED. We are looking for aggres- 
sive sales reps, knowledgeable of strect and dirt 
markets, now working in established territories. We 
are a large warehouse distributor of nationally 
advertised products, with many prime territories 
available. If you are interested in increasing your sales 
this year, call Chuck at JIM O'NEAL DISTRIBUTING, 
INC., (213) 705-3413. 


BAY AREA BULTACO 


SPECIALIS tenes | 


BULTACO • KTM • HODAKA 


ENGINE|CYLINDER LINER works. 4м 
REPLACEMENT 
Smail Engine Machine Works, Inc. 
2217 N. Vancouver Ave. 
Portland, OR 97227 
(503) 284-6983 


Custom Manufactured ae 


Motorcycle Cylinder Liners 


Buy a 1979 SHERPA T 

from us and attend the 
Donner Trials School fori 
a week at our expense. 
Call or write for details! 


5606 W. Manchester Bl. 
Westchester, CA 90045 
(213) 649-1700 


United Way 


Thanks to you, it works. for ali GF us. 


Send $1 for 79 Catalog and Sticksr. 


EEN + ЮВЕ vee аи mE БРИН E A 


When а tire 
blows, it’s usually without warn- 
ing . . . endangering your safety and caus- 
ing plenty of hassle. 
Flatfighter tubes give maximum protection against flats for 
both street and dirt bike riders. 

The Flatfighter is designed to be the heaviest tube in the indusiry. It’s three 
times thicker than the normal tube aid it’s made of top quality, specially 
formulated, butyl rubber. 

Run Flatfighter tubes in your tires. Spend your time riding . . . поі fixing 
flats. 

Complete size selection. 

Only $9.95 each. 


[o AG — 
BIG? а. © 
имс. GE 

BAXYAMERICARD 


W. 300 Second Ave., Spokane, WA. 
12004 Aurora Ave. N., Seattle, WA. 


Order Toll Free 


1-800-541-2677 


Washington State Residents Call: 


1-800-572-5690 


А 


PHANTOM DUCK UPDATE 
(Continued from page 28) 


natural terrain." And that includes 
Cadillacs, Lincoln Continentals and 
your Porsche sports car. 


If knowledge of rules like this upsets 
you, then wait until you find out what 
is really going on. There is more 
information available than space will 
allow here, and even though the BLM 
has taken me to Federal Court in an 
attempt to keep me from spreading the 
truth, if anyone wishes additional 
information or a personal answer to a 
question, send me a self-addressed, 
stamped envelope and your request. 

I will return information to you and 
the source of my information, or I will 
refer you to someone who may be able 
to help you. Be prepared for a shock 
when you begin to find out the truth 
about BLM policy and about the lack of 
multiple use of our public lands. 

Louis H. McKey 

THE PHANTOM DUCK 
OF THE DESERT 

P.O. Box 1725 

Fontana, California 92335 


If you want to help, here's how 

We feel it's time for everyone who 
wants more land open to the public, to 
unite and fight. This means the 
four-wheel folks as well as our 
two-wheeler friends. Right now, 
everyone is working in different 
directions for the same goal. We can 
get a lot more done and have real clout 
if we all get together under one banner. 
The Phantom Duck is willing to work 
with any group if they want to fight to 
free more land. What happens here, in 
the Great Mojave Desert, will largely 
determine what will happen in the rest 
of our country. 

It is our intention to take the fight to 
the BLM through the courts. We want 
to use the same system they have used 
on us for so many years and we want to 
strangle them in their own mountain 
of paperwork. If we can keep the BLM 
on the defensive, they'll have less time 
to hound honest folks who just want to 
have good, clean fun on our own lands. 

Ideally, we'd like to apply enough 
pressure on the BLM, to get it 
investigated by Congress for abuse of 
authority. We want to find their dirty 
laundry and bring it out into the open. 
We want to uncover ‘‘favors’’ they've 
done for special interest groups. We 
want to investigate their land-swapping 
deals. 

This is going to take money. So, if 
you can, send a buck to arm the Duck. 
We're ready to fight. Are you? 

THE PHANTOM DUCK 

OF THE DESERT 

7896 Kempster Ave. 

Fontana, California 92335 O 


Unidentified Yamaha rider is about to go Trout 
Fishing in America at the Dunestown GP at 
Indian Dunes. 


ax 


ag 


Photo by William Harrison, Sun Valley, California 


We'll pay you $10 if your photo is published. Send your shots to Crash and Burn, DIRT BIKE Magazine, P.O. Box 317, Encino, California 91316. We also 
pay for any photos published in the semi-annual Crash and Burn Specials. 


APRIL 1979/ DIRT BIKE 79 


VU e LLL LEE PE SS Eo eS MEN EA e i Еу 


THE TWO! 


The bike on the right isa Yamaha and only two-stroke street bike — 
road racer. The опе and only five Ње Daytona Special. If it looks a 


time Daytona Winner — and little like the TZ on the right, 
probably the most successful there's a reason. 

motorcycle in the history of road You see, Yamaha's new 
racing. RD400F Daytona Special is a 


But there's one thing about direct development of our famous 
this bike that's even more unique roadracers. And not surprisingly, 


than its success. one of the most incredible motor- SO Sed 
It’s for sale. cycles in the world. The power comes from an 


In fact, over 7000 Yamaha First of all it is quick. Infact, ^ engine that could almost be 
road racing machines have been itis the world’s fastest acceler- ; 
sold to the public. ating 400cc street machine. 
Andwhile we may notmake Period. 
any money selling racing 
machinery, we think it’s the 
best decision we ever made. | IN 
Because instead ofa few ~“ 
test riders on a track out be- 
hind the factory, we have 
thousands on tracks all over А “У 
the world. - 
Out of their experience 
have come improvements that 
have changed every bike we 
make. And made some of them 
legends. 
A good case in point is the 
machine on the left. Our one 


SS Suu И 


The Daytona Special 


4 ғ бт " 
"is 4 Е аг 


И 


described as 2 is e 
Like the TZ, our Daytona Special 


oe 


uses the seven port inlet system 
we developed in European Grand 
Prix racing. But the Daytona 
Special also has Reed Valve 
Torque Induction for bottom end 
power—so much bottom end 
power that it will actually out- 
accelerate the TZ up to any legal 
road speed. 

The frame —a double loop 
cradle —is basically the TZ250/ 
350 Mark I, with slight 
modifications for 

the street, and for 

our new double 
cafe seat. 


“a 


eee. 


By now, you ve probably 
guessed what the handling is 
like. You're right. Racer-quick 
and precise, you can adjust it for | 
any rider, any condition. 

Like the TZ racers, our 
Daytona Special also has a 6- 
speed close ratio transmission, 
cast aluminum wheels, and big 
fat disc brakes front and rear. 

The new 4.3 gallon tank is 
even a modified racer design. 

And like the TZ, the Daytona 
Special sports Yamaha’s inter- 
national team colors. 

When you ride it, we think 
youll agree that this choice of 
colors was appropriate. 

Because this is a motorcycle 
that demands to be ridden. And 
ridden well. 

In fact, for a serious rider, 
we know of only one other 
machine that will give you the 
rewards this bike can. 

It’s on the right. 


YAMAHA 


When you know how they're built. 


Hondas Hot XR Enduros. 


The Four-Stroke 
Advantage. 


XR500. XR250. XR185. Honda's lean- 
and-mean XR family. Remember them, 
because they're going to make the 
world of enduro competition look — 
and sound — a lot different: four- 
stroke different. 

Each bike was designed around a 
total concept —to be the best enduro 
machine in its class —and has all the 
trick items you'd expect. 

Check these goodies: Long-travel 
suspension with leading-axle forks 
and inverted, lay-down, gas-charged 
rear shocks. Aluminum-alloy skid 
plates. Tough D.I.D. rims laced to 
lightweight conical hubs. Diamond- 
configuration frames that increase 
rigidity without increasing weight. 


The XR advantages. 

All the XRs have the edge in Honda 
four-stroke engineering. Low-rpm 
torque and high-speed power take 


sparking, maintenance-free CD 

ignition systems help keep this off- 
road trio running at full potential, лее, 5) 
and make the most of superior four- a 
stroke fuel economy. p" 


Ela = 


| 

| 

; 

the rough stuff in stride, with the 3 | 
added bonus of Hondas reputation > | 
for four-stroke reliability. Advanced u p 
technology features like hot- 2 || 
A it 

| 

| 

| 
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Each of these Honda enduros has 2 
primary kickstarting with automatic p 
compression release. And there's a 4 
set of genuine Honda High Per- к 
formance Options available for 
each engine. 


I'VE 


777 ата 


Exclusive traction tricks. 

When it’s time to translate power 
into performance, the big XRs have 
an exclusive advantage: Claw-action 
enduro tires. These Honda-designed 
ground-grabbers have broad knob 
faces to put more tire down 
where it counts. The tread cen- 
ter flexes inward, allowing the 
claw-action knobs to pene- 
trate and grip the dirt for 

better traction. 
And only Honda 
has them! 

Honda's taken 
care of detail items, 
too: Folding brake 

and shift-lever tips 
help prevent bent 
or broken levers and 
shafts. Tripmeters 
with big numbers, 
and reset knobs you 
can turn while wearing 
gloves. Generous tool 
kits in rear fender-mounted enduro four-stroke —33.4* hp at 
bags. And combination 6500 rpm—with less vibration, 
headlight/number plates. thanks to dual engine counter- 
balancers. And its 23-inch front wheel 
lays a longer footprint on the ground, 
off-road. to roll over obstacles more easily and 
With its advanced 497 сс help you steer, corner and brake 
OHC four-valve engine better. 

and long-travel There's a whopping 8.8 inches of 

suspension, the XR500 travel up front and the shocks allow 

looks like the open- 7.8 inches of rear-wheel movement. 
class bike to beat. It's Ground clearance is 11 inches. And 
got more muscle than dry weight is only 271 pounds, lowest 
any other production four-stroke in its Class. 


XR500: New king of the 


XR250: More of the same, 

only lighter. 

The new 24.6* hp five-speed Honda 
XR250 gives away nothing in tech- 
nology and features to its bigger 
brother. And it's even lighter at 252.5 
pounds dry. Like the XR500, the 
XR250 was developed around a 
23-inch front wheel and OHC, four- 
valve four-stroke engine. 


XR185: A new lightweight tiger. 
This little beauty might just teach a 
lot of lessons before the season's 


over —especially when the course 
demands agility. The six-speed XR185 
weighs only 216 pounds dry — as 
light as its major two-stroke compet- 
itors. Add long-travel suspension, 
11.2 inches of ground clearance, 18* 
hp and claw-action tires and you've 
got a machine that'll maneuver 
through the tight stuff like a 
jackrabbit. 

The new Honda XR enduros. 
They're really at home in the dirt. But 
right now, they're at your Honda 
dealer. See him today. 


*SAE net taken at the crankshaft. 


Always wear a helmet and eye 
protection when riding. Designed for 
off-road, operator use only. Check local laws. 
Availability and specifications subject to change 
without notice. For free brochure, write: 
American Honda Motor Co., Inc., Dept. 
DB49XR, Box 50, Gardena, California 90247. 
See Yellow Pages for nearest Honda dealer. 

© 1979 AHM. 


HONDA. 


GOING STRONG! 


DATSUN STRRRETCH BED. How does the guy who rides the Baja get to the Baja? Іп a Datsun—toughest rig either side of Ensenada. 


The Strrretch bed has a rugged all-steel bed. nearly / V2 feet long, a double-walled tailgate with hidden support chains 
and 13 tie down hooks. You can haul two dirt bikes and gear with room to spare. In fact, the powerful 2-liter 
overhead cam engine can haul more than some larger rigs— 1400 5. of passengers and cargo. 
_ éince you take enough lumps on your bike, we took some of the lumps out of the truck, with road- 
leveling ball joints, torsion bars and rear leaf springs. And you don t pay a penny extra for 4-speed 
stick, power-assist front. disc brakes and white sidewall tires. Ти те tough on a truck, but were 
even tougher. We test every Datsun ten ways. We make sure 
the quality is built in. Thats because these trucks are built 
by the world-wide Nissan Motor Company, Ltd. — 
^ | whose name stands for quality See the new Datsun trucks 
at your Datsun dealer now. Every one is built to work hard 
and play hard. But their main job is to last. NOBODY DEMANDS MORE 


WE ARE DRIVEN 


